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News Update on Religion and Church in China  
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Compiled by Katharina Feith, Isabel Friemann (China InfoStelle),  
and Katharina Wenzel-Teuber
Translated by David Streit SVD 

The “News Update on Religion and Church in China” appears regularly in each issue of Re-
ligions & Christianity in Today’s China (RCTC). Since the editorial staff learns of some 
items only later, chronological overlaps may occur between “News Updates” of two con-
secutive RCTC issues. In these cases, stories referred to in earlier “News Updates” will not 
be repeated. All “News Updates” can be found online at the website of the China-Zentrum 
(www.china-zentrum.de). – The last “News Update” (RCTC 2025, no. 3, pp. 3–22) covered 
the period March 12 – July 11, 2025.

General

August 4, 2025:

Business Standard: China further restricts travel by public  
employees
According to the Business Standard’s August 4 report, government employees’ contact with foreigners 
is being increasingly controlled. Examples cited include kindergarten teachers, doctors, government 
contractors, and employees of state-owned enterprises who have been ordered to hand in their pass-
ports. In some cities, retirees have to wait two years before receiving their passports back. In many 
cities, travel abroad by public employees – even for personal reasons – requires a permit. And in most 
provinces, people who have studied abroad are now barred from certain public positions, the report 
says. Authorities cite various reasons for this, including protecting national security, combating cor-
ruption, and costs. However, the restrictions’ scope has rapidly expanded to include employees who, 
they say, have no access to sensitive information or state funds. Following the report, The New York 
Times spoke with public employees – including an elementary school music teacher, a nurse, and a 
literature professor – who confirmed the restrictions. Yet travel restrictions for certain government 
employees are nothing new: Since 2003, the report states, high-ranking officials or those involved with 
state secrets have had to apply for foreign travel in advance. Their names are disclosed to border of-
ficials to prevent unauthorized departures. Under Xi Jinping, however, controls have been expanded 
to much lower levels. Full-time officials in six fishing villages near the city of Zhoushan in the coastal 
province of Zhejiang, for example, were asked to surrender their documents, according to a local gov-
ernment notice. In one city in Jiangxi Province, a health authority asked its employees to report all 
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foreign travel since 2018. A nurse at a hospital in Zhejiang said she needed four layers of approvals to 
travel abroad (Business Standard Aug. 4). kf

August 5, 2025:

Chinese government introduces free public preschool education 
starting this fall – another measure to increase the birth rate
In the face of the demographic crisis, China’s government continues to try to boost the birth rate. 
China’s population has been declining for three consecutive years, an AFP report said. United Nations 
demographic models predict that China’s population could fall from around 1.4 billion today to 800 
million by 2100, the report continues. Last year, there were only 9.54 million births in China, half the 
number of 2016, when Beijing ended its one-child policy after more than three decades. The popula-
tion declined by 1.39 million last year, and China lost its position as the world’s most populous country 
to India in 2023. Marriage rates are also at a record low, and many young couples are postponing having 
children due to the high costs of raising children and for career reasons. China’s shrinking population 
is also aging rapidly, raising concerns about the future of the country’s pension system. By 2024, there 
will be nearly 310 million people aged 60 and over.
On August 5, the State Council announced at a press conference that “starting in the fall semester of 
2025, childcare and education fees will be waived for children attending public kindergartens in the 
year before school,” AFP quoted. Funding for the new measure would be shared between central and 
local authorities. Children attending accredited private kindergartens would also be eligible for fee 
reductions. The announcement comes a week after the country announced it would provide parents 
with the equivalent of $500 per year for each child under the age of three (AFP via UCAN Aug. 6). kf

Human Rights

August 28, 2025:

Amnesty International laments human rights situation in Xinjiang 
three years after publication of the UN report
“Three years after the UN report [by Michelle Bachelet] concluded that China was responsible for 
grave human rights violations in Xinjiang, it is shameful that the international community has failed to 
act,” said Sarah Brooks, Amnesty’s China Director, in the statement. “Lives have been ruined, families 
separated, and communities dismantled by the Chinese authorities’ continuing cruelty. Today, families 
of detainees continue to seek truth, justice and freedom for all those suffering in the Uyghur region.” 
The statement refers to a documentation of 126 individual cases of detainees and disappeared persons 
that Amnesty International compiled in 2021 (https://xinjiang.amnesty.org/#cases). Between January 
and August 2025, the organization attempted to obtain updates. According to the report, at least 12 of 
the 126 persons have since been released. Family members of 68 detainees confirmed that their loved 
ones’ situations remained unchanged: They were either still deprived of their liberty or their families 
had not been able to receive any further news. In 37 cases, the relatives could no longer be contacted 
(www.amnesty.org Aug. 28). kwt
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Religious Policy

September 16, 2025:

“Online Code of Conduct for Religious Personnel” published
The National Administration for Religious Affairs issued the new document on September 7, but did 
not publish it on its website until September 16. The Chinese title is 宗教教职人员网络行为规范. 
The “Online Code of Conduct” builds on the “Measures on the Administration of Internet Religious 
Information Services,” which have been in effect since 2022 (see commentary and German translation 
in China heute 2022, no. 2, pp. 74-76, 91-97), but also contains further, highly restrictive provisions. 
These are often worded extremely vaguely and allow for a wide range of interpretation, sometimes 
using derogatory terms. 
For example, religious professionals (clerics) are not allowed to promote themselves or use religious 
topics and content to draw views and bring in traffic (Article 6). They must not use the internet (in-
cluding any online media) to collude with foreign forces, nor support or participate in foreign religious 
infiltration activities (Article 8). They must not use the internet to instill religious ideas in minors, in-
duce them to believe in religion, or organize minors’ participation in religious training programs such 
as summer camps, or organize or coerce minors into participating in religious activities (Article 10). 
They must not engage in proselytizing online, nor organize or participate in online religious activities 
(Article 13). They must not solicit donations through the internet in the name of building sites for 
religious activities or holding religious activities (Article 14). They must not sell or distribute religious 
publications classified as internal materials (neibu ziliao 内部资料) online (Article 15). – It should be 
noted here that religious organizations may only publish religious publications as internal materials.
The code of conduct also applies to [Chinese] religious professionals who use foreign platforms, and to 
religious professionals from Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, or abroad who use the internet within Main-
land China (Article 18). It can be assumed that these codes of conduct have the potential to significantly 
complicate the duties of religious personnel of all religions (text at www.sara.gov.cn/static/content/
xxgk/gfxwj/2025-09-16/1417173278783471616.html; English translation at www.chinalawtranslate.
com/en/clergy-code-of-conduct-online). kwt

September 20, 2025:

White Paper “CPC Guidelines for Governing Xinjiang in the New 
Era: Practice and Achievements” with statements on religion
The White Paper was published by the State Council Information Office on September 20. The chapter 
“Uniting the Chinese Nation as One Community” includes a lengthy section on religion. It states:
“Xinjiang is a region where religions have coexisted since ancient times. Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, 
Catholicism, and Christianity all flourish in the region. Xinjiang fully, accurately, and faithfully imple-
ments the Party’s policy on freedom of religious belief by respecting people’s religious beliefs, adminis-
tering religious affairs in accordance with the law, allowing religious groups to manage their own affairs 
independently, and guiding religions to be compatible with socialist society. Following the principle 
that religions in China should conform to China’s realities [literally translated, the Chinese version 
reads: “adhere to the orientation towards Sinicization”], the region has strengthened theoretical and 
political guidance for the religious circle, and has introduced the national flag, the Constitution, laws 
and regulations, the socialist core values, and fine traditional Chinese culture into venues for religious 
activities. Efforts have been made to inspire religious figures and believers to identify more closely 
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with the motherland, the Chinese nation, the Chinese culture, the CPC, and socialism with Chinese 
characteristics.”
While the importance of Islam in Xinjiang is significantly downplayed in this and other passages of 
the White Paper, and it is presented as just one of many religions in the region, the chapter on stability, 
peace, and security explicitly mentions (albeit only in the English version) vigilance against the spread 
of “Pan-Turkism” and “Pan-Islamism.” In general, the White Paper states that religions are supported 
in de-extremization and in consciously resisting infiltration by extremist ideologies (Chinese and Eng
lish versions on the website of the State Council Information Office under the heading 白皮书 [White 
Papers] at www.scio.gov.cn/zfbps). kwt

September 23–24, 2025:

President Xi Jinping visits Xinjiang to mark the 70th anniversary 
of the founding of the autonomous region, delivers a speech with 
statements on religion
On the afternoon of September 23, Xi Jinping received representatives of various ethnic groups and 
sectors in Urumqi, including “patriotic figures from religious circles and grassroots religious work 
cadres,” according to a report on the WeChat account of the National Religious Affairs Administration. 
According to the same report, while receiving the work report from Xinjiang’s party and government 
on September 24, Xi Jinping emphasized the importance of ensuring overall social stability in Xinjiang. 
“We must forge a strong sense of community among the Chinese nation, [...] promote the Sinicization 
of religions in China, [...] transform the people through culture [以文化人], and guide cadres and 
masses of all ethnic groups to develop a correct outlook on the nation, history, ethnicity, culture, and 
religion,” Xi said. It was the president’s fourth visit to Xinjiang. As with his visit to Tibet in August (see 
entry of August 14, 2025, in the “Buddhism” section), Xi was accompanied by Wang Huning, Chair-
man of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, and Cai Qi, 
Director of the General Office of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (http://
en.cppcc.gov.cn Sept. 25; Weiyan zongjiao according to https://chinabuddhism.com.cn Sept. 27). kwt

September 29, 2025:

Xi Jinping’s “important speech” at the 22nd Political Bureau Study 
Session on the Sinicization of religions – He does not mention 
“freedom of religious belief”
As Xinhua reported, the Politburo of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China ad-
dressed the “systematic advancement of the Sinicization of our country’s religions.” This is Xi Jinping’s 
third programmatic speech on religious policy, following two speeches at the National Conferences on 
Religious Work in 2016 and 2021. In his first speech on religious work in 2016, Xi Jinping reaffirmed 
the “orientation of religions toward Sinicization,” which he first mentioned in 2015, as a central concept 
of his religious policy. 
The most significant difference between the current speech and those delivered in 2016 and 2021 ap-
pears to be the omission of the term “freedom of religious belief ” (宗教信仰自由). In 2016, Xi Jinping 
described freedom of religious belief as a “fundamental guideline of the Party’s religious work.” While 
the current speech is, as usual, only available in a summary published by Xinhua, it is unlikely that such 
an important term was omitted by chance. More likely, it seems to mark a conscious shift in priorities.
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Two important concepts remain that Xi had introduced in earlier speeches: the “identification” (认
同) of religions with Chinese culture and the Chinese nation, the Communist Party of China, and 
socialism with Chinese characteristics, as well as the self-initiated “self-transformation” (自我变革) of 
religions by incorporating Chinese characteristics into religious teachings and precepts, their admin-
istrative system, rites and customs, and their codes of conduct, adapting them to the “needs of the era” 
(speech at www.gov.cn/yaowen/liebiao/202509/content_7042829.htm). kwt

Religion in General

September 25, 2025:

Global Times (GT) publishes “investigative report” on the  
“multifaceted infiltration by the illegal religious organization 
Yiguandao”
Multiple cases involving the Yiguandao have recently attracted public attention, writes the English-lan-
guage GT, which is close to the Chinese Communist Party. For example, according to GT, police in 
Anqiu, Shandong, recently cracked down on a resurgence of the Yiguandao. There, the organization 
reportedly recruited over 600 members within two years, including 30 minors; an elementary school 
teacher was implicated. In another case [from 2022] mentioned by GT, Yiguandao members in Guang-
dong Province allegedly “operated a kindergarten as a sect venue.” GT said that it discovered that the 
cult had grown significantly in Taiwan and had connections to political parties and politicians. It had, 
as GT put it, secured “a place in the political ecosystem” there and was “being used as a tool of overseas 
infiltration to serve a specific political agenda.” Religious studies scholar Yan Kejia of the Shanghai 
Academy of Social Sciences told GT that although Yiguandao is not currently officially listed as a cult 
[xiejiao], its activities have cult-like traits. The recent measures against Yiguandao in Mainland China 
were “both timely and necessary,” Yan said, according to GT. 
There have been several recent media reports in Taiwan about Taiwanese members of Yiguandao being 
arrested in Mainland China (see RCTC 2025, no. 2, p. 4). Yiguandao (I-Kuan Tao 一贯道), literally 
“Way of All-Pervading Unity,” is a religious movement that emerged from older roots in Shandong in 
1930. It was suppressed in Mainland China after 1949. It has been legal in Taiwan since 1987 and has 
numerous adherents there. It is now considered a global religious movement with possibly millions of 
followers. One factor in its dynamic spread is said to be that practitioners seek to confirm their faith 
by, among other things, proselytizing others (www.globaltimes.cn/page/202509/1344485.shtml; www.
chinafxj.cn/n2759/n2760/c941189/content.html [article from the China Anti-Cult Network, to which 
GT refers]; https://ul.qucosa.de/api/qucosa%3A85889/attachment/ATT-0/ [study by Nikolas Broy on 
Yiguandao and globalization]). kwt

Daoism

August 5–6, 2025:

Exchange of experiences on the International Daoism Forums
The exchange of experiences was organized by the Chinese Daoist Association (CDA), the official um-
brella organization of Daoism in China, and took place in Jurong City, Jiangxi Province. Participants 
included officials from the Central United Front Work Department and the CDA’s leadership, as well 
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as representatives from religious authorities and Daoist associations from previous host cities and the 
candidate cities for the 6th International Daoist Forum. Representatives of the cultural media were 
also invited. Master Li Guangfu 李光富, Chairman of the CDA, expressed four expectations for future 
forums: In response to Xi Jinping’s “global initiatives,” the role of Daoism in the exchange of world 
cultures should be promoted; the World Federation of Daoism should serve as a platform for in-depth 
international cooperation and “Daoism should go global”; qualified personnel should be trained for the 
international exchange and dissemination of Daoism; the format and content of the forum should be 
updated. According to the conference report, participants explored how to raise the standard of future 
International Daoism Forums (国际道教论坛). They discussed strengthening the thematic design, 
improving the quality of content, renewing the format, increasing the effectiveness of public relations 
work, and continuously expanding the forum’s international influence.
It is not stated whether there was a reason for this exchange. The 5th International Daoism Forum took 
place in Jiangsu in September 2023. During the forum, the World Federation of Daoism (世界道教

联合会) was founded; it is headquartered in Beijing at the CDA’s headquarters. Its founding members 
include 52 Daoist organizations from 20 countries and regions. Some foreign Daoists, however, view 
the World Federation critically (www.taoist.org.cn Aug. 11; China heute 2023, no. 3, pp. 139-140 [in 
German]; see also Karine Martin, Monastic Daoism Transformed: The Fate of the Thunder Drum Lin-
eage, Three Pines Press 2025, esp. pp. 133-134). kwt

Buddhism

July 22, 2025:

Tibetan government-in-exile reports the destruction of over  
300 stupas and two Buddhist statues in the Karze Tibetan  
Autonomous Prefecture in Sichuan
In late May or June 2025, Chinese authorities demolished hundreds of medium-sized Buddhist stupas 
and three large stupas near the Janggang Monastery in Drakgo (Chinese: Luhuo) County in Karze 
(Chinese: Ganzi) Prefecture, as well as a newly erected statue of Khenpo Jigme Phuntsok, the late 
founding abbot of the Serthar Buddhist Institute, and another Buddhist statue, the Tibetan Central Ad-
ministration (in exile) in Dharamsala reported on its website. It described the attack as a “grave assault 
on Tibetan religious heritage.” A news blackout was imposed on the region; disclosing information 
about the destruction to the outside world would lead to detention on charges of “leaking state secrets,” 
the report said. A source told the Tibetan Central Administration that the authorities’ crackdown in-
tensified after the National Administration for Religious Affairs issued Regulation No. 22 on December 
1, 2024 [the “Measures for the Administration of Tibetan Buddhist Monasteries” (藏传佛教寺庙管理

办法), which took effect on January 1, 2025] (https://tibet.net July 22). kwt

July 27–28, 2025:

Shi Yongxin, Abbot of the Shaolin Monastery in Henan, is placed 
under official investigation and laicized
On July 27, 2025, the administration of the Shaolin Monastery announced (according to Xinhua): “The 
Abbot of the Shaolin Monastery, Shi Yongxin 永信, is suspected of having committed criminal offenses 
by embezzling project funds and temple assets. He has also seriously violated Buddhist monastic rules 
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by maintaining illicit relationships with multiple women over an extended period and fathering ille
gitimate children. He is currently under a joint investigation by several agencies.” 
On July 28, the Chinese Buddhist Association confirmed this in a statement, adding: “Shi Yongxin’s 
actions are highly reprehensible, seriously harm the reputation of Buddhism, and tarnish the image of 
monks and nuns. The Chinese Buddhist Association firmly supports and endorses the decision to treat 
Shi Yongxin according to the law. [...] According to relevant regulations, we approve the revocation of 
the ordination certificate of Shi Yongxin (secular name: Liu Yingcheng [刘应成]).” 
On July 29, the monastery administration announced that Dharma Master Yinle 印乐 would become 
the new abbot of Shaolin Monastery. He was born in 1966 and had been abbot of Baima Monas-
tery in Luoyang, also in Henan Province, since 2005. Yongxin, born in 1965, has been accused for 
many years of commercializing his monastery, pursuing materialistic pursuits, and leading a lifestyle 
that violates the order’s rules. However, some observers suspect that his downfall at this point may 
also be linked to an apparently unauthorized meeting with Pope Francis on February 1, 2025 (see 
RCTC 2025, no. 2, pp. 6-7) (Shaolin Monastery statement of July 27, according to Xinhua: www.news.
cn/politics/20250727/6779a38fba894dc886234b5bb65ced33/c.html; CBA statement of July 28: www.
chinabuddhism.com.cn/web/details/76444; https://world.chinadaily.com.cn July 29). kwt

August 14, 2025:

Tibet branch of the Chinese Buddhist Association holds event 
marking the 60th anniversary of the founding of the Tibet  
Autonomous Region – President Xi Jinping’s second visit to Tibet
The keynote speech was delivered by Tudeng Kezhu, Vice President of the Tibet Autonomous Region 
Political Consultative Conference, Vice Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Tibet Branch of 
the Chinese Buddhist Association, and Rector of the Tibetan Buddhist Academy. He recounted the 
“glorious history, great achievements, and valuable experiences” in the 60 years since the founding and 
called for “listening to the Party, thanking the Party, and walking with the Party.”
On August 21, the main celebration of the anniversary took place in front of the Potala Palace in Lhasa, 
with 200,000 participants, according to Chinese media. President Xi Jinping arrived in Tibet for the 
celebration, accompanied by a high-level delegation including Wang Huning, chairman of the Na
tional Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, and Cai Qi, director of the 
General Office of the Central Committee (https://savetibet.org Aug. 20; Xinhua Aug. 21; Xizang ribao, 
according to https://chinabuddhism.com.cn Aug. 15). kwt

August 18, 2025:

High-ranking monk of Tsang Monastery in Qinghai commits  
suicide after authorities pressured his monastic community – 
Measures taken against underage monks
Tsang Monastery is located in the Hainan (Tibet: Tsolho) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in Qinghai 
Province. The International Campaign for Tibet (ICT) reported on the case of Shersang Gyatso, a 
52-year-old senior leader of the monastery. According to the ICT, authorities increased security meas
ures at Tsang Monastery starting around July 1, 2025, in anticipation of the Dalai Lama’s 80th birthday 
(July 6). Monks who were not at the monastery were ordered to return; a young monk who was in 
Xining City for medical treatment was reportedly arrested on July 2 for allegedly transferring money 
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to India. Authorities searched the monastery’s dormitories and found photographs of the Dalai Lama. 
From July 1 to approximately July 20, the monks were required to attend daily political and ideological 
meetings. Afterward, they were allowed to leave the monastery. When the monks returned on August 
9 to attend the summer retreat as usual, those under 18 were not allowed to re-enter. Sources reported, 
according to ICT, “that these circumstances placed [Shersang] Gyatso under considerable stress and 
pressure, and they view his suicide as a protest against the repressive measures against the monastery 
and its monks.” 
According to ICT, authorities are systematically expelling underage monks from Tibetan monasteries. 
It lists the following examples of expulsions: July 2024, 500 young monks from Taktsang Lhamo Kirti 
Monastery in Dzoge County; October 2021, 80 young monks from Jakyung Monastery and Ditsa Mon-
astery in Bayan County; July 2018, 200 young monks from Dza Sershul Monastery in Dzachuka; March 
2015, 300 young monks from monasteries in Shiqu County. In June 2024, according to the ICT, 140 
young monks from the Muge Monastery School were forced into state-controlled boarding schools in 
Muge, Ngaba (https://savetibet.org, Aug. 27). kwt

September 6, 2025:

Conference on “Bodhisattva Path [菩萨道] and Humanistic  
Buddhism” at Mount Emei
The Chinese Buddhist Association hosted this conference as the 2025 annual conference to develop the 
thought of Humanistic Buddhism. Zongxing, one of the vice-chairmen of the Chinese Buddhist As-
sociation, said at the opening that the more than 2,000-year history of Buddhism in China is a history 
of Sinicization. According to Zongxing, the fusion of Buddhism and Chinese civilization crystallizes 
in the Bodhisattva faith and spirit. In the new historical period, he said, the country’s Buddhist circles 
should continue to practice Humanistic Buddhism and incorporate the Mahayana Bodhisattva spirit 
into the development of the sangha, religious practice, guidance of lay people, cultural transmission, 
charitable work, and environmental protection. This will promote the adaptation of Buddhism to so-
cialist society and contribute to the realization of the ideal of a “Pure Land on Earth,” Zongxing said. 
Seventy people, including university professors and Dharma masters, participated in the conference. 
“Humanistic Buddhism” (人间佛教), originally a reform idea originating from the Republic period, 
serves as a central concept for implementing Buddhism’s Sinicization, which state religious policy re-
quires (https://chinabuddhism.com.cn, Sept. 8). kwt

Islam

August 4, 7, and 27, 2025:

Measures to distribute the new annotated partial edition of the 
Qur’an
The Selected Verses of the Qur’an with Short Commentary (Chinese Edition) (Gulanjing jiexuan jianzhu 
[Zhongwen ban] 古兰经节选简注 [中文版]) was published on October 29, 2024, as an “important 
result of the Sinicization of Islam” (see RCTC 2025, no. 1, p. 7). Almost a year later, the website of the 
Chinese Islamic Association (CIA) continued to report on measures to distribute it to mosque com-
munities. 
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On August 7, the Islamic Association of the Ningxia Autonomous Region held a “gifting and promo-
tion ceremony” for the new edition at the Tongxin Grand Mosque. The Islamic associations in five 
cities received a total of over 1,000 volumes. This was intended to ensure that the leading clergy of all 
important religious sites (mosques) receive a volume, thus promoting the use of the new translation 
“from the point to the whole,” the report stated.
On August 4, the Islamic Association of Heilongjiang Province organized a training session on the 
Sinicization of Islam and the effective application of the Selected Verses for 120 people, including serv-
ing imams and mosque administrators. Among the speakers at the session was Ma Weiwei, head of 
the Qur’an Exegesis Office of the CIA. He offered guidance on reading the new edition and its use in 
writing effective new sermons.
In Jilin, the provincial Islamic Association also held an event on August 27 to disseminate the new 
Qur’an edition. Heads of Islamic associations from various cities and prefectures reported on the pro-
motion, study, and use of the Selected Verses in their areas. The participants praised the Selected Verses 
as “a result of high-quality Qur’an translation and exegesis in the new era.” They promised to study the 
commentaries thoroughly, grasp their essence, and promote the Islamic principles of patriotism, be-
nevolence, peace, the middle way, and unity, integrating them into daily Qur’anic exegesis and preach-
ing, according to the report on the CIV website (www.chinaislam.net.cn Aug. 6, 15; Sept. 1). kwt

Protestant Churches

June 2025:

Master’s degree revoked by the National Commission for  
Theological Education
A student at Nanjing Union Theological Seminary, whose thesis on the South Korean Yoido Full Gos-
pel Church was accepted by a team of theological supervisors and awarded a master’s degree, was this 
year denied the corresponding certificate by the Commission for Theological Education of the national 
umbrella organization, the Chinese Christian Council (CCC). This process is unprecedented in the 
academic examination system of the official Protestant church. Faculty and students at theological 
seminaries perceive the decision as a restriction on the free choice of topics for theological theses.
The “Measures for the Awarding of Academic Degrees by Institutes for Religious Education” which 
have been in effect since January 2013 and were revised in November 2024, stipulate that certificates 
for the award of academic degrees are to be printed by the national organizations and issued by the 
education commissions of the national religious organizations. Isabel Friemann, China InfoStelle

June 28/29, 2025:

Christian youth group in Shenyang accused of heresy
On June 28 and 29, five leading figures of an association of unregistered Christian youth groups calling 
themselves Settle Youth Fellowship (赛特尔青年团契) were arrested in Shenyang, Liaoning Province. 
Although the group has been active for over 10 years and is not officially classified as heretical, the 
arrests were made under Article 300 of the Chinese Criminal Code, which prosecutes the practice and 
dissemination of superstitious or cultic practices (xiejiao 邪教) as a pretext for subverting the state. 
Legal and human rights observers are generally noting an increase in charges against Chinese house 
churches based on xiejiao and see this as an expanding opportunity for persecution and repression. The 
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Settle Youth Fellowship is particularly committed to evangelizing students and university graduates. 
Community and bonding are offered, among other things, through small Bible study groups.
Following protests from relatives and reports on social media of abuse against the detainees, including 
sleep and food deprivation, kneeling for hours, beatings, and threats of violence against children and 
older relatives in the family, four people were released on bail. Only Pastor Qu, better known as Ming
dao, remained in custody until further notice. On September 26, congregant Wang Xiangchao was 
arrested a second time on the same charge (Bitter Winter July 25; Oct. 7; China Aid Aug. 2; Facebook 
维权网 Oct. 4). Isabel Friemann, China InfoStelle

July 22, 2025:

Record sentence: 15 years in prison for Yang Rongli of the Golden 
Lampstand Church
On July 22, the verdict against preacher Yang Rongli 杨荣丽, born in 1958, from Linfen, Shanxi, was 
announced. With 15 years in prison and a 500,000 RMB (over €60,000) fine, it is the highest-known sen-
tence to ever be issued against a house church worker. The preacher’s husband, Pastor Wang Xiaoguang 
王晓光, was also sentenced to an exceptionally long prison term of nine years and seven months and a 
fine of 300,000 RMB. The couple’s lawyers have appealed both sentences.
As reported in the last issue of RCTC (2025, no. 3, pp. 9-10), several members of the strongly affiliated 
Golden Lampstand Church (金灯堂) were sentenced to prison terms of up to nine years in June. For 
more than 20 years, the authorities have attempted to curb the church’s size and influence. Since 2004, 
after repeated requests to register the church with the TSPM/CCC umbrella organization were ignored, 
the church’s meeting places have suffered frequent power and water outages. In 2009, Golden Lamp-
stand celebrated the completion of one of the largest church buildings in China. On September 13 of 
that year, 500 police officers stormed the church and its adjacent Gospel Shoe Factory (福音鞋广), 
beating and injuring over 100 worshippers. As a result, Ms. Yang served seven years in prison between 
2009 and 2016 for “illegal religious activities such as unauthorized occupation of agricultural land” and 
“gathering a crowd to disturb public order.” Mr. Wang spent three years in prison at the time.
Wang Xiaoguang is a fifth-generation Protestant Christian. His grandfather led the Hongdong Bible 
Seminary in Shanxi, founded by Hudson Taylor. In 1992, he and his wife decided to leave the church 
under state supervision and establish the Linfen Golden Lampstand house church. Wang Xiaoguang 
is the author of several Christian theological books, including Shijia shenxue 十架神学 (Theology of 
the Cross), an attempt to elevate the Stations of the Cross of house churches to a theology of the cross. 
Despite persecution, the Golden Lampstand Church developed into the center of a network of house 
churches with tens of thousands of members. In a letter to her son, Yang Rongli wrote about the verdict: 
“This was a great honor given to me by God” (Bitter Winter July 28; Facebook 维权网 July 26; www.
churchinchains.ie/prisoner-profiles/wang-xiaoguang/). Isabel Friemann, China InfoStelle

September 5, 2025:

Pastor Zhao Huaiguo passes away
The news of the sudden death of Pastor Zhao Huaiguo 赵怀国, founder of the unregistered Bethel 
Church (伯利恒教会), on September 5 in Cili County, Hunan Province, received widespread atten-
tion on Chinese and English social media. One reason for this is Pastor Zhao’s relatively young age, 
not even in his mid-fifties, and the suspicion that years of surveillance and harassment by authorities 
may have contributed to his death. Another reason is the measures taken against him in recent years. 
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The Bethel Church, founded by Zhao in 2007, was raided, vandalized, and closed in March 2019 by 
50 government officials from various agencies; several of his properties were confiscated. A year later, 
Zhao Huaiguo was sentenced to one year and six months in prison for “inciting subversion of state 
power,” which he served until September 2021 under apparently harsh conditions. The charges against 
him included illegally consulting foreign media using VPN and distributing satirical poems about the 
Chinese government’s handling of the COVID-19 pandemic. Continued intimidation and measures 
against Pastor Zhao include the break-in of his home by 10 people in November 2024, accompanied by 
a forced search. He and his wife were subsequently held in police custody for 10 days for participating 
in illegal online courses. Pastor Zhao is being held up in house church circles as an example of a faith-
ful, courageous, and committed Christian; his death is mourned (Bitter Winter Sept. 8; Facebook Sept. 
6). Isabel Friemann, China InfoStelle

Catholic Church

September 6, 2025:

Underground Bishop Placidus Pei Ronggui 裴榮貴 of Luoyang 
dies

The Trappist, born in 1933 and originally from Hebei Province, died on September 6. Pei Ronggui 
was only ordained a priest in 1981, after the Cultural Revolution, at the age of 48. After 1989, he was 
imprisoned several times, spending a total of four years behind bars after “he refused to join cer-
tain organisations of China’s official Catholic Church,” according to AsiaNews. Before the communist 
takeover, there were two Trappist monasteries in Hebei: the Abbey of Our Lady of Consolation in 
Yangjiaping (now Zhangjiakou), founded in 1883 by French monks from Sept-Fons, and the Priory of 
Our Lady of Joy, later established in Zhengding. The abbey had over 100 monks, but was destroyed by 
communist militias in 1947, resulting in 33 martyrs. The priory was re-established on Lantau Island in 
Hong Kong in 1951.
In 2003, with the approval of the Holy See, Pei was ordained by Bishop Peter Li Hongye in Luoyang as 
his coadjutor bishop for the underground diocese of Luoyang in the neighboring province of Henan. 
After Bishop Li’s death in 2011, Bishop Pei retired and returned to his home village of Youtong in He-
bei. He had converted his room into a chapel so that he could continue to perform his priestly duties. 
In 2016, Reuters met him in connection with a story about the underground communities in China. At 
that time, according to AsiaNews, there was already talk of a possible Sino-Vatican agreement on bishop 
appointments. “There’s no way there can be an independent (Catholic) Church (in China) because that 
is the opposite of the principles of the Catholic Church,” Pei told the Reuters news agency. “They (the 
Chinese government) have to change; if they don’t change, then the pope cannot agree with them.” The 
funeral took place on September 9, apparently under strict official supervision, according to a Chinese 
source (AsiaNews Sept. 8; www.erbe-und-auftrag.org/fix/doc/EuA_3_2014_Schroeder_332-334.pdf; 
Reuters Dec. 25, 2016; see also Matteo Nicolini-Zani, Christian Monks on Chinese Soil: A History of 
Monastic Missions to China, Cistercian Publications 2016). kf
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September 10, 2025:

Wang Zhengui is consecrated bishop of the newly established 
Diocese of Zhangjiakou in northern Hebei – with the approval of 
Pope Leo XIV under the preliminary agreement, the first episcopal 
ordination during his tenure
As reported by the Chinese Catholic governing bodies, the ordination took place in the cathedral 
church in the city of Zhangjiakou. The principal consecrator was Bishop Li Shan of Beijing, chair-
man of the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association. Concelebrants were the Hebei bishops Guo Jincai 
(Chengde), Feng Xinmao (Hengshui), Li Liangui (Cangzhou), Sun Jigen (Handan), and An Shuxin 
(Baoding). Father Yang Yu, Secretary General of the Chinese Bishops’ Conference (not recognized by 
Rome), read the latter’s letter of approval. 
On the day of the episcopal ordination, the Holy See Press Office announced in its bulletin that on July 
8, 2025, Pope Leo XIV, in a “desire to promote the pastoral care of the Lord’s flock and to attend more 
effectively to its spiritual good,” decided to suppress the dioceses of Xuanhua and Xiwanzi, established 
in 1946, and at the same time to erect the new diocese of Zhangjiakou as a suffragan of Beijing, with its 
episcopal see in the Cathedral of Zhangjiakou. The boundaries of the new diocese correspond to those 
of the prefecture-level city of Zhangjiakou, with a population of approximately 4 million; according to 
the bulletin, it has around 85,000 Catholics and 89 priests. Also on July 8, the bulletin continued, the 
Pope appointed Wang Zhengui Bishop of Zhangjiakou, “having approved the candidacy in the frame-
work of the Provisional Agreement between the Holy See and the People’s Republic of China.”
The new bishop, Wang Zhengui 王振贵, was born on November 19, 1962, in Zhangjiaokou. He gradu
ated from Hebei Seminary and was ordained a priest in 1990 (according to the bulletin, he was or-
dained for the Diocese of Xianxian/Cangzhou). In 1996, he became head of the Diocese of Zhangjia
kou, and from 2007 onward, he also assumed positions in the province’s official Catholic bodies. On 
March 28, 2025, while Pope Francis was still alive, he was elected a bishop candidate according to the 
official Chinese procedure (www.chinacatholic.cn/ccic/report/2509/0099-1.htm; https://press.vatican.
va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2025/09/10/0629/01111.html).
For the underground bishops of the dissolved dioceses of Xuanhua and Xiwanzi, see the following 
entries. kwt

September 12, 2025:

Diocese of Zhangjiakou holds installation ceremony for Auxiliary 
Bishop Ma Yan’en and retirement ceremony for Bishop Cui Tai
The two dioceses abolished by the Pope in the course of establishing the Diocese of Zhangjiakou (see 
above) have, until now, been heavily influenced by the Catholic underground, each with its own bishops 
not recognized by the state: Bishop Ma Yan’en 马彦恩 of Xiwanzi and Bishop Cui Tai 崔太 of Xuanhua. 
Two days after the consecration of the new Bishop of Zhangjiakou, they were publicly installed as aux-
iliary and retired bishops, respectively.
According to official Chinese Catholic bodies, the ceremonies in both cases took place “with the con-
sent of the Catholic Commission for Church Affairs of Hebei Province and the approval of the Chinese 
Bishops’ Conference,” with the priest Yang Yu reading letters of approval from the Chinese Bishops’ 
Conference for both bishops. During the relevant ceremonies (according to official reports, which can-
not be verified), both pledged in an oath of office and a speech, respectively, to uphold the “principle of 
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independence, autonomy and self-government of the Church” – the very principle for which they had, 
for reasons of conscience, worked in the Catholic underground until now. 
On September 12, the Holy See Press Office announced: “Today, Friday 12 September 2025, the civil 
recognition and inauguration of Bishop Joseph Ma Yan’en, formerly of Xiwanzi, took place. The Holy 
Father, within the framework of the dialogue on the application of the Provisional Agreement between 
the Holy See and the People’s Republic of China, appointed him on 4 September 2025 as auxiliary 
bishop of Zhangjiakou, Hebei Province, China.” According to the Press Office, Bishop Ma Yan’en was 
born on January 15, 1960, in Baoding. He was ordained a priest in 1985 for the Apostolic Prefecture 
of Yixian in Hebei, where he held the office of Vicar General. He was consecrated bishop in 2010 and 
appointed Bishop of Xiwanzi on January 30, 2013, which he received canonical possession of on March 
28, 2013. 
Also on September 12, the director of the Holy See Press Office issued a statement that said: “We are 
pleased to learn that today, on the occasion of His Excellency Joseph Ma Yan’en taking office as auxilia-
ry bishop of Zhangjiakou, his episcopal ministry has also been recognized for civil purposes. Similarly, 
the episcopal dignity of Bishop Augustine Cui Tai, emeritus of Xuanhua, has also been recognized by 
the civil authorities. These events, the result of dialogue between the Holy See and the Chinese author-
ities, constitute a significant step forward in the journey of communion of the new diocese.”
The two underground bishops are now also recognized by the state, but have been removed from their 
previous positions as leading diocesan bishops. According to AsiaNews, Bishop Cui Tai, now 75 years 
old, was ordained coadjutor bishop of Bishop Zhao Duomo in 2013, who died in 2018. While Bishop 
Ma Yan’en was hardly known to the public before his official installation, Bishop Cui Tai was more fre-
quently featured in Western church media because he had been imprisoned on and off since 1993, and 
for most of the time since 2007, for his refusal to join the Patriotic Association (www.chinacatholic.
cn/ccic/report/2509/0117-1.htm; www.chinacatholic.cn/ccic/report/2509/0118-1.htm; https://press.
vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2025/09/12/250912c.html; https://press.vatican.
va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2025/09/12/250912d.html; AsiaNews June 23, 2020; May 
8, 2023; Sept. 10, 2025). kwt

September 24, 2024:

Diocese of Zhangjiakou: Bishop Wang Zhengui, Auxiliary Bishop 
Ma Yan’en, and Bishop Emeritus Cui Tai concelebrate
The Mass was held in Bishop Wang’s home parish of Qujiazhuang, as reported by Xinde (it was not 
reported on the website of the official Catholic governing bodies). Bishop Wang was the principal cel-
ebrant, and the other two bishops concelebrated. Thirty-one (out of 89) priests of the diocese partici
pated, along with several sisters and over a thousand faithful. In his homily, Bishop Wang emphasized 
that the ordination of a new bishop was a grace and a gift from God to the Church of Zhangjiakou, and 
that it would play a positive role in the unity (heyi gongrong) of the diocese. 
After the Mass, Auxiliary Bishop Ma and Bishop Emeritus Cui spoke. According to the Xinde report, 
they emphasized that the merger of the two dioceses was “God’s will” and a “necessity of the era,” and 
that it was also the path the diocese(s) must take for healthy development. “As auxiliary bishop and 
bishop emeritus, and as priests, we can only accept the merger of the dioceses with an attitude of obedi-
ence, discarding prejudices, uniting sincerely, and working together harmoniously to bring the diocese 
back on a normal track soon.” They promised to “actively cooperate with Bishop Wang Zhengui” to 
jointly write a good chapter for the future of the diocese. After the Mass, according to Xinde, the faithful 
warmly welcomed the three bishops and asked for their blessing.
AsiaNews commented on September 12, the day of the two underground bishops’ official installation 
and retirement, that Beijing was using Bishop Cui Tai’s obedience to the will of the Holy See to demon-
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strate “that it had won the battle in this part of Hebei.” In light of this narrative, some in the under-
ground communities are violently attacking him and Msgr. Ma Yan’en, distributing images depicting 
them as turtles and accusing them of lacking courage, according to AsiaNews. It is likely that the joint 
Mass on September 24 was also a response to such criticism (https://xinde.org/show/57289; AsiaNews 
Sept. 12). kwt

Sino-Vatican Relations

See also the entries on the events in Zhangjiakou on September 10, 12, and 24, 2025, in the “Catholic 
Church” section.

September 18, 2025:

Pope Leo XIV speaks for the first time about his future China  
policy in an interview with journalist Elise Ann Allen of Crux
When asked whether he already knew what his own approach to engagement with China would be, 
Pope Leo said: “No. I would say that in the short term, I will continue the policy that the Holy See has 
followed for some years now, and it’s been several predecessors. I in no way pretend to be wiser or more 
experienced than all those who have come before me. I’m also in ongoing dialogue with a number of 
people, Chinese, on both sides of some of the issues that are there. I’m trying to get a clearer under-
standing of how the church can continue the church’s mission, respecting both culture and political 
issues that have obviously great importance, but also respecting a significant group of Chinese Catho-
lics who for many years have lived some kind of oppression or difficulty in living their faith freely, and 
without choosing sides.” 
The journalist had spoken of the “Ostpolitik approach” of Pope Francis and “many” of his predecessors; 
referring to this, Pope Leo said: “The Ostpolitik, the choices that have been made to say in a realistic 
way, ‘this is what we can do right now, moving towards the future,’ I’m certainly taking that into con-
sideration, along with other experiences that I’ve had previously in dealing with Chinese people, in 
government as well as religious leaders and lay people. It’s a very difficult situation. In the long term, I 
don’t pretend to say this is what I will and will not do, but after two months, I’ve already begun having 
discussions at several levels on that topic.” 
The quotes are from a two-part interview Allen conducted with Pope Leo, included in her new papal 
biography, León XIV: Ciudadano del mundo, Misionero del siglo XXI. It is scheduled to be published by 
Penguin Peru in January 2026 (https://cruxnow.com/vatican/2025/09/pope-leo-speaks-to-cruxs-elise-
ann-allen-about-gaza-china-and-the-u-s). kwt

Hong Kong

July 14, 2025:

Cardinal Stephen Chow SJ visits Hong Kong Catholics in the UK
As reported by the Hong Kong diocesan newspaper, the Sunday Examiner, Cardinal Chow made a pas-
toral visit to Manchester on July 14 to support and encourage the growing Chinese-speaking Catholic 
community there. The meeting was also attended by faithful from across northwest England and other 
parts of the UK. The cardinal celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Patrick’s Church in Collyhurst 
with Bishop John Arnold of the Diocese of Salford. Bishop Arnold had visited Hong Kong in 2023 to 
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explore opportunities for pastoral cooperation in light of the growing number of Hong Kong emigrants 
in the UK. Among those concelebrating with Cardinal Chow was Father Philip Sumner, chaplain of 
the Greater Manchester Chinese Catholic Community. Cardinal Chow also heard confessions and met 
with members of Manchester’s Chinese-speaking Catholic community, as well as of other Chinese 
communities in Liverpool, Warrington, and Scotland. Representatives of the Hong Kong Catholic Mi-
grants Pastoral Coordination Group, founded in July of last year, also participated in the meeting. The 
group, established by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, serves to support the 
growing number of Hong Kong Catholic migrants in Great Britain (see RCTC 2024, no. 4, p. 19). The 
Mass was followed by a dinner and fellowship. According to the Sunday Examiner, the Chinese Catho
lic community in Manchester has grown significantly in the past three years – from just 35 people to 
more than 250 who regularly attend Mass every second Sunday. Father Sumner, 73, who taught himself 
the Mass texts in Cantonese, hopes to have a Cantonese-speaking priest from Hong Kong for the par-
ish. In November 2023, Cardinal Chow had sent Father Bruno Lepeu MEP, who works in Hong Kong, 
to England for six months to assess the pastoral needs of Hong Kong Catholics living in Manchester 
and the nearby areas. Cardinal Chow’s current visit served as a “sign of solidarity from the Diocese of 
Hong Kong to Hong Kong Catholics abroad,” according to the Sunday Examiner (Sunday Examiner 
July 18). kf

August 25, 2025: 

Hong Kong: Caritas Bianchi College of Careers to be integrated 
into Catholic Saint Francis University

Saint Francis University (SFU) announced on August 25 that the Hong Kong Council for Accredita-
tion of Academic and Vocational Qualifications has officially approved the integration of the Caritas 
Bianchi College of Careers (CBCC) as an academic school under its umbrella. The new arrangement 
will grant CBCC the same academic status as other SFU schools. As reported by the Catholic Sunday 
Examiner in Hong Kong, the revised structure will see CBCC’s existing departments integrated into 
SFU’s schools: “the Departments of Business and Hospitality Management will join the Rita Tong Liu 
School of Business and Hospitality Management,” the “Department of Health Sciences will become 
part of the S.K. Yee School of Health Sciences,” and the “Department of Social Sciences will move under 
the Felizberta Lo Padilla Tong School of Social Sciences.” CBCC will continue to operate its Depart-
ment of Design and its Department of General Education. CBCC graduates now receive diplomas and 
degrees issued by SFU, “ensuring continuity of qualifications while aligning with the broader academic 
framework of the university,” according to the Sunday Examiner.
CBCC was originally established in 1971 in Pokfulam as the Bishop Bianchi College of Careers, offer-
ing programs in accounting, design, tourism, and hotel management. In 2001, the college introduced 
dual-award Associate Degree programs in Business and Hospitality Management, and, in 2008, merged 
administratively with Caritas Francis Hsu College (a predecessor institution of SFU, then known as the 
Caritas Institute of Higher Education), helping to pave the way for the development of a Catholic uni-
versity in Hong Kong, writes the Sunday Examiner. Among other things, SFU plans to launch a new 
degree program in Religion and Ethics for the 2026–2027 academic year (Sunday Examiner Aug. 28). kf
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September 1, 2025:

Restructuring at the Holy Spirit Seminary of the Diocese of Hong 
Kong
In 2025, the diocesan Holy Spirit Seminary College, founded in 1970, will undergo a comprehensive 
restructuring. Three new institutes have been established within the Holy Spirit Seminary College of 
Theology and Philosophy (HSSC): the Holy Spirit Institute of Theology (HSIT), the Holy Spirit In-
stitute of Philosophy (HSIP), and the Holy Spirit Institute of Religious Studies (HSIRS). “These new 
institutes take up the responsibility of all academic affairs of their own programmes independently, 
while HSSC remains to provide resources and administrative support to the new institutes,” says the 
seminary college’s website. The institutes train candidates for the priesthood, religious order members, 
and lay people.
With the start of the new academic year on September 1, the HSSC also ended its academic collabo-
ration with the Pontifical Urban University in Rome. The Institute of Theology is now affiliated with 
the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome and offers programs leading to 
a Bachelor’s or Licentiate degree in Theology by the Gregorian University. The Institute of Philosophy 
is affiliated with the Gregorian Faculty of Philosophy and is expanding its two-year Diploma in Phi-
losophy to a three-year bachelor’s degree. The Institute of Religious Sciences is affiliated with the St. 
Robert Bellarmine Faculty of Theology at Fu Jen Catholic University in Taiwan and offers a program 
in Religious Sciences leading to a Bachelor of Religious Studies from Fu Jen. In recent years, the HSSC 
has continually pursued curricular reforms and institutional renewal “to meet the diverse needs of the 
Church and society,” according to Rev. Peter Choy, director of the Institute of Theology, in the Hong 
Kong Chinese-language diocesan newspaper Kung Kao Po. The faculty has not only strengthened its 
cooperation with the local diocese but has also actively expanded international academic exchange, he 
said (https://kkp.org.hk/past/detail/54622/; www.hsscol.org.hk/eng/aim.html). kf

September 2, 2025:

Cardinal Chow of Hong Kong meets Pope Leo XIV
Cardinal Stephen Chow SJ, Bishop of Hong Kong, met with the Pope at the Apostolic Palace in Rome 
“for an in-depth exchange on the situation of the Church in China,” according to the Sunday Exam
iner, Hong Kong’s diocesan magazine. “I was able to share with him my views on the life of the Church, 
particularly regarding the Church in China and in Hong Kong. This helped him gain a fuller picture 
and a better understanding of the current state of China-Vatican relations,” Cardinal Chow reported. 
The Cardinal observed how Pope Leo has consistently shown an openness to learning more about 
the situation of the Church in China and is receptive to different perspectives. “I am grateful,” said 
Cardinal Chow, “that I could provide information from various sources, enriching his understanding 
of China. However, the Holy Father is not entirely unaware of the Church in China, as he has already 
gathered insights from multiple sources and through the Sino-Vatican agreement. He also has prior 
experience in the country, having visited the mainland once while he was the superior general of the 
Augustinian Order.” The Cardinal continued: “The Holy Father greatly appreciated the chance to meet 
and discuss these issues.” He added that the Pope intends to continue the direction set by Pope Francis 
in dealing with China. “He recognises the importance of dialogue between the Church and the main-
land authorities, and considers respectful communication as the priority in addressing challenges in 
China-Vatican relations” (Sunday Examiner Sept. 3; www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=11623824559197
90&set=a.456593983165311). kf
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September 8, 2025:

Hong Kong: Divine Word Missionaries celebrate 150th anniversary
Like many other countries, the Hong Kong fathers of the international missionary order (Societas 
Verbi Divini SVD), founded by Arnold Janssen on September 8, 1875, in Steyl, Netherlands, celebrated 
their 150th anniversary. The Hong Kong-Macau District of the China Province of the Society of the Di-
vine Word gathered on September 7 for a solemn Mass and subsequent celebration at Christ the King 
Chapel in Causeway Bay. Cardinal Stephen Chow SJ, Bishop of Hong Kong, presided over the Mass. 
Co-celebrants were Cardinals John Tong and Joseph Zen; Divine Word Father Johnson Dhos, Regional 
Superior of Hong Kong and Macau; Msgr. José Luis Díaz-Mariblanca Sánchez, head of the Holy See 
Study Mission in Hong Kong; Vicar General Rev. Peter Choy Wai-man; and Father Joseph Yim Tak-
lung, chief executive of Caritas–Hong Kong. Many Divine Word Fathers and diocesan priests, sisters 
from various congregations, and numerous believers participated in the celebration, according to the 
Sunday Examiner. Cardinal Chow echoed Pope Francis’s words to the most recent General Chapter 
of SVD, according to which the Divine Missionaries are “experts in inculturation,” a gift that would 
enable them to embody the Gospel in diverse cultures. The Divine Word Missionaries formally began 
their work in Hong Kong in the early 1960s. In 1970, the Catholic, predominantly English-speaking 
Sing Yin Secondary School was established, which is still run by the Divine Word Missionaries today. 
The Divine Word Missionaries also work in various Hong Kong parishes, serving communities from 
the Philippines, Vietnam, and Indonesia, and providing pastoral care to seafarers. “Our story in Hong 
Kong is one of collaboration, of walking side by side with the local Church,” said Rev. Dhos in his words 
of thanksgiving at the end of the Mass. One Divine Word Missionary, Fr. Robert Wong, who works at 
the Catholic Fu Jen University in Taiwan, comes from the Diocese of Hong Kong (Sunday Examiner 
Sept. 12). kf

Macau

July 30, 2025:

First arrest under Macau’s National Security Law
Authorities in the former Portuguese colony arrested 68-year-old Au Kam San on July 30 for allegedly 
colluding with foreign entities under Article 13 of Macau’s National Security Law. 
According to the authorities, AsiaNews wrote, Au Kam San provided “a large amount of false and se-
ditious information to an anti-China group” for public exhibitions online and abroad since 2022, and 
“stirred up hatred” against the governments of Macau and Beijing. “The arrest comes amid growing 
repression in the territory,” according to AsiaNews. In May 2023, the local security law, introduced in 
2009, was expanded. Au Kam San is also accused of spreading disinformation to various groups, which 
police believe influenced the 2024 elections and prompted some foreign states to take hostile measures 
against Macau. The police did not name the groups involved. As AsiaNews reports, Au Kam San was 
one of the founders of the New Macau Association, an organization “that for years represented one of 
the few pro-democracy voices in the city. As a pillar of the small opposition camp, he dedicated years 
of his political career to issues such as social welfare, corruption, and electoral reform, before deciding 
not to run again in 2021.” In contrast to Hong Kong, there have been few protests in Macau, which 
has been under Chinese rule since 1999. In 2014, around 20,000 people took to the streets – with Au 
Kam San’s support – to protest privileges for retired government officials. Twelve candidates for the 
legislative elections in September of this year were disqualified on charges of not supporting Macau’s 
constitution or failing to take the oath of allegiance to the city. On August 2, the EU issued a statement 
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condemning “the arrest of EU citizen and former Macao lawmaker Au Kam San.” “This development 
adds to the existing concerns about the ongoing erosion of political pluralism and freedom of speech 
in the Macao Special Administrative Region,” the statement further says (AFP Aug. 1; AsiaNews Aug. 
1; UCAN Aug.1; www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/macao-statement-spokesperson-arrest-au-kam-san_en). kf

Taiwan

July 6, 2025:

Pope Leo XIV supports typhoon victims in Taiwan
Two people were killed and hundreds injured in a severe typhoon in Taiwan on July 6. Around 3,500 
people had to be evacuated from their homes, particularly from mountainous areas near the port city 
of Kaohsiung in southern Taiwan. Significant damage occurred in the central and southern regions of 
the island. Matteo Bruni, director of the Holy See Press Office, told reporters that Pope Leo XIV prayed 
for the affected people and instructed the Office of Papal Charities to provide concrete aid to the popu
lation (Deutsche Welle July 7; Taipei Times July 17; Vatican News, Chinese, July 16). kf

September 18, 2025:

Exhibition by a Catholic Taiwanese artist in Rome
On September 18, the exhibition “Gloria: Religious Works of Hope” featuring 30 original works by 
Hsieh Sheng-Min opened at the Pontifical Urbaniana University in Rome. The art exhibition was or-
ganized by the Embassy of the Republic of China (Taiwan) to the Holy See and will be on display there 
after its opening. It is part of “Taiwan Culture in Europe 2025.” With his colorful paintings, the artist 
combines Chinese cultural motifs with biblical scenes. “Beauty and art reveal the soul of a people,” said 
Cardinal Silvano Maria Tomasi, the pontifical delegate of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta, at the 
exhibition opening. Taiwanese Ambassador Anthony C.Y. Ho spoke of the role of culture as a tool of 
connection. “As a Catholic, I study the Bible. When I come across passages in the Bible that move me, I 
seek to create art inspired by them,” Hsieh said in an interview with CNA at the opening. The professor 
of digital media design at Asia University in Taichung further stated that his art draws on what he calls 
“Taiwanese Biblical Iconography,” a genre he says illustrates how Christianity can take root in various 
cultural traditions. According to CNA, Hsieh draws inspiration from traditional Chinese woodblock 
printing. “He begins with brush outlines, layering colors one by one, and then digitally assembles and 
enlarges the images.” He said he hopes that viewers will see in his art the “blessing that comes from 
the grace of God”(Catholic News Agency CNA Sept. 23; www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDQVqVUFlzg; 
https://taiwanheute.tw June 23). kf

Singapore

August 20, 2025:

Singapore: Religious faith gains importance
A study published on August 20 by the Institute of Policy Studies (IPS) concluded that religion is 
becoming increasingly important for personal identity in Singapore. Founded in 1988, IPS is a think 
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tank within the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy at the National University of Singapore and 
aims to promote greater awareness of policy issues and good governance. Between April and August 
2024, data was collected from 4,000 citizens and permanent residents over the age of 18 in Singapore. 
Respondents answered approximately 350 questions on topics such as ethnicity, religion, and language. 
The authors of the study compared the results with previous surveys from 2013 and 2018 to show how 
Singapore’s residents identify with and practice their religion. The Vatican News summary emphasizes 
that more than three-quarters of respondents consider spiritual ideas to be one of the most important 
aspects of their lives, which, according to the study’s authors, is a significant increase from the two 
previous surveys. The most important component of Singaporeans’ identity continues to be their na-
tionality, but religion has gained importance as part of their overall identity for the 80 percent of the 
population who identify with a religion, the report says. At the same time, religious practice is increas-
ingly shifting toward individual and digital forms of expression. 
Fewer people prayed daily or attended religious gatherings, according to the report’s concluding analy-
sis, but religious practices had not declined. Rather, they had taken on different forms. More and more 
people are accessing religion through the media or are turning to individualized religious practice such 
as meditation or reading religious literature. This trend was accelerated by digital platforms during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Given the diversity of Singapore’s religious landscape, it is not surprising that re-
ligiosity and religious practice vary, thus the report. While Christians and Muslims have always shown 
a high degree of religious orientation and practice, the experts also note significant changes among 
Buddhists and Hindus, who increasingly reported feeling more connected to their religions. 
Singapore has managed, the report says, “to strike a balance between allowing for religious practices in 
the public space in relation to secularism.” It continues: “While this stronger sense of identity and com-
munity amongst religious affiliates can help provide comfort and support, especially through difficult 
times, there may be implications to religious harmony, if these growing ties also lead to more jostling 
for space and influence between the various religious groups.” Refinements will be necessary time and 
again to preserve the delicate balance of the social fabric in the course of social development. Online 
content should be “a matter for careful consideration, especially when the great proportion of origina-
tors of such content reside overseas under differing contexts.” In extreme cases, this could lead to reli-
gious radicalization (AsiaNews Aug. 27; Vatican News Aug. 8; the study is available at https://lkyspp.
nus.edu.sg/docs/default-source/ips/ips-working-papers-65_religious-identity-and-practice-amon
g-singaporeans.pdf). kf 

September 8, 2025:

Pastoral plan warns of decline in Catholic practice and higher  
divorce rate in Singapore
On September 8, the Feast of the Nativity of Mary, the Archdiocese of Singapore unveiled a 10-year 
pastoral plan for 2025–2035, warning of declining Mass attendance and a higher divorce rate among 
Catholics compared to other religions. The plan, titled “Communion in Mission,” sets out the Catholic 
Church’s goals and priorities for the next decade after consulting more than 1,000 clergy, religious, laity, 
Church organizations, Catholic schools, and parishes. As Licas reports, the Catholic population in 2020 
was approximately 395,000, or 6 percent of Singapore’s population. A large-scale 2016 study found that 
64.2 percent of Catholics in Singapore were not accounted for in surveys or parish life. A 2023 report 
found that 41 percent of non-practicing Catholics had not attended Mass in more than a decade. The 
pastoral plan notes a sharp increase in the number of Singapore residents aged 15 to 29 who reported 
no religious affiliation in 2020. Observations in various parishes revealed that up to half of young 
Catholics no longer attend Mass after their confirmation. However, foreign Catholics are causing an 
increase in numbers. From 2021 to 2023, the proportion of non-residents grew to approximately 30 to 
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36 percent of the total Catholic population. The plan identifies divorce as another problem. In 2020, 
4.69 percent of Catholics were divorced or separated – a rate higher than for most other religions in 
Singapore. The plan includes five pastoral priorities: lifelong formation of clergy and laity for evan
gelization and mission; building communities of faith at the parish level and above; enhancing differ-
entiated co-responsibility of clergy and laity; building unity in diversity across all levels; and embracing 
synodality as the Church’s path (Licas Sept. 12; the full text of the pastoral plan and a summary are 
available at www.catholic.sg/pastoralplan2025/). kf
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