News Update on Religion and Church in China
September 12 - November 29, 2025

Compiled by Katharina Feith, Isabel Friemann (China InfoStelle),
and Katharina Wenzel-Teuber

Translated by David Streit SVD

The “News Update on Religion and Church in China” appears regularly in each issue of Religions & Chris-
tianity in Today’s China (RCTC). Since the editorial staff learns of some items only later, chronological
overlaps may occur between “News Updates” of two consecutive RCTC issues. In these cases, stories re-
ferred to in earlier “News Updates” will not be repeated. All “News Updates” can be found online at the
website of the China-Zentrum (www.china-zentrum.de). - The last “News Update” (RCTC 2025, no. 4,
pp. 3-22) covered the period June 28 - September 29, 2025.

Religious Policy

September 29, 2025:

Conference “Confucian Culture and the Sinicization of Religions”
in Tai'an, Shandong Province

The state media’s report made no mention of who organized the conference, but listed numerous
high-ranking party officials from Shandong by name as participants. A total of approximately 180
experts, researchers, and religious representatives attended the meeting. The report stated that Con-
fucianism has maintained its position as the mainstream of traditional Chinese culture for more than
two millennia. According to the report, religions originating from abroad, such as Buddhism and Is-
lam, have continuously intertwined with the thought, ethics, and ritual norms of Confucianism during
their localization process. From a practical perspective, integrating China’s religions with the essence of
Chinese culture requires fully utilizing the strengths of Confucian culture, the report said, adding that
the Confucian teachings of “harmonizing all nations” and “valuing harmony” offer the modern world
Chinese wisdom for the harmonious coexistence of religions and civilizations. Expert discussions ana-
lyzed exemplary experiences of localization and discussed pressing issues in the current Sinicization of
religions, with “innovative approaches being sought in areas such as the interpretation of doctrines”
A photo accompanying the report shows a “high-level dialogue session” attended by representatives
from academia, including Zhang Zhigang (Shandong University) and Zhuo Xinping (Chinese Acad-
emy of Social Sciences) — both considered “fathers” of the Sinicization of Christianity — as well as Hong
Xiuping (Nanjing University), Sun Yiping (Nanjing University), and Yang Chaoming (Shandong Uni-
versity), and religious representatives Ma Zhongping (Secretary-General of the Chinese Islamic Asso-
ciation) and Tan Lizhu (Secretary-General of the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association) (Zhongxin-
wang Sept. 28, as found at www.chinaislam.net.cn/web/news/b/content_5936.shtml). kwt
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October 18, 2025:

Launch of the new religious education campaign “Study legal
norms, uphold religious discipline, emphasize self-cultivation,
and build a positive image” (*#7% M. SFB# . BN WL R)

According to the National Religious Affairs Administration (NRAA), “religious circles” in Beijing held
a launch event for the education campaign with the aforementioned motto. Then-NRAA head Chen
Ruifeng gave a speech; the report makes no mention of other participants. According to the report,
the meeting participants agreed that the educational activities were important for implementing the
party’s religious policy and for the comprehensive and strict governance of religion. They emphasized
the need to address prominent problems related to religious style and morality within religious circles,
correct improper practices, and eliminate disorderly phenomena in order to build a positive image of
religions in China, characterized by frugality, avoidance of waste, and adherence to orthodox beliefs
and practices, the report stated.

The report also included an “Appeal for Frugality and the Avoidance of Waste, for Orthodox Belief
and Conduct” (% T 5240 % « 1E15 IEAT (I1E1) signed by all national organizations of the five reli-
gions. Dated October 18, it contains seven commandments, including refraining from luxury clothing
and goods, attendance of banquets, consumption of expensive food and high-end alcohol, extravagant
housing, luxury cars, unauthorized first- and business-class flights and luxury hotels, sensual pleasures
with women, and seeking illicit gains. The last point reads, “Avoid exchanging favors with businesspeo-
ple, colluding with officials, or associating with shady elements of society” (NRAA, as found at www.
taoist.org.cn/showInfoContent.do?id=10728&p="p’).

Since then, organizations and institutions of all five religions at all levels throughout the country have
been required to conduct educational activities under the motto “Study legal norms, uphold religious
discipline, emphasize self-cultivation, and build a positive image” — applying, most recently, even to the
Sisters of St. Joseph of the Beijing Diocese (www.chinacatholic.cn, Dec. 4). kwt

October 23, November 26, 2025 - September 28, 2025:

Changes in the leadership of the National Religious Affairs
Administration (NRAA) - former NRAA director Ren Wuzhi dies at
the age of 96

On October 23, the State Council appointed Duan Yijun B3¢ as the new director of the NRAA. At
the end of October, official reports also referred to him as a deputy head (vice-minister) of the United
Front Work Department of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China — the NRAA has
been integrated into the United Front Work Department since 2018. Duan was born in 1967 and is of
Han Chinese ethnicity. Between the early 1990s and 2014, he held various positions in Party structures
of the Garzé (Ganzi) Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture in Sichuan, followed by positions at the provin-
cial level in Sichuan. In 2021, he became Party Secretary of the Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture
in Sichuan and in 2023, Vice Governor of the province. From July 2023 until his appointment as NRAA
head in October 2025, he was one of the deputy heads of the National Ethnic Affairs Commission. His
predecessor, Chen Ruifeng ([/ilé), head of the NRAA from 2023 to 2025, became director of the
National Ethnic Affairs Commission; he remains a deputy head of the United Front Work Department.
On November 26, Qin He Z& K (born 1969) was appointed as one of the NRAA’s deputy heads. Qin
had worked for decades in Gansu Province, where he held positions in the provincial and Zhangye City
United Front Work Departments. Earlier, on September 11, Wang Zhigang T & K was also appointed
as one of the NRAA’s deputy heads.

Religions & Christianity in Today's China, Vol. XVI, 2026, No. 1 4



News Update on Religion and Church in China

On September 28, Ren Wuzhi 11:45 2 died at the age of 96. He headed the NRAA from 1983 to 1992
(Pengpai xinwen Oct. 23 [according to www.china.com.cn]; Nov. 26 [according to https://news.ifeng.
com]; Renmin ribao Nov. 4; Xinhua Oct. 23; https://baike.baidu.com/item/ B 3¢ /1744905). kwt

Daoism

November 25, 2025:

Board of the World Federation of Daoism meets at Wudangshan
in Hubei

Daoist figures from twenty countries and regions attended the second meeting of the first board of the
World Federation of Daoism (1t 5 #(HX & £), which was founded in 2023. Li Guangfu, chairman of
the World Federation and president of the Chinese Daoist Association, delivered a speech. The meeting
was held in conjunction with an “International Exchange Series on Wudang Tai Chi Culture” A new
bilingual English-Chinese edition of the Daodejing was presented at a book launch (www.taoist.org.cn
Nov. 25). For information on the founding of the World Federation of Daoism at the 5th International
Daoism Forum, see RCTC 2023, no. 4, pp. 6-7. kwt

Buddhism

September 25-28, 2025:

Chinese Buddhist delegation at the Third International Buddhist
Forum in Kalmykia, Russia

The forum, titled “The Buddhist World in the New Millennium,” took place in Elista, the capital of
the Russian Republic of Kalmykia. Four hundred delegates came from 35 countries (the Indian news
agency ANI reported 2,000 participants). Among those who spoke at the opening ceremony was the
supreme Lama of Kalmykia, Shajin Lama Tenzin Choydak. A message from President Putin was read
aloud. The six-member delegation from the Chinese Buddhist Association (CBA) was led by Baliji,
a vice-president of the Buddhist Association of Inner Mongolia. According to a report on the CBA
website, Baliji spoke at the opening ceremony, explaining China’s policy of freedom of religious belief
and the achievements of Chinese Buddhism. According to ANI, the first plenary session addressed the
role of Buddhism in Russian society, where it “serves as a unifying force across diverse regions and
communities, helping to preserve traditional, spiritual, and moral values”; the session also discussed
possibilities to “acknowledge the contributions of Buddhist communities to national defense during
historical and recent conflicts”

Approximately 53% of the population of Kalmykia identifies as Buddhist. It is thus the only region
in Europe with a Buddhist majority, traditionally shaped by the Gelug school of Tibetan Buddhism.
Telo-Tulku Rinpoche, Shajin Lama from 1992, played an important role in Buddhism’s reconstruction
in Kalmykia and Russia after the Soviet era; in 2023, he resigned from his position after speaking out
against Russia’s war against Ukraine and subsequently being declared a foreign agent. Tenzin Choydak
is his successor.

The First International Buddhist Forum took place in August 2023 in Ulan-Ude, Buryatia, and included
the participation of a delegation from China (see RCTC 2023, no. 4, pp. 8-9) (ANI Sept. 27; AsiaNews
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Sept. 29; Buddhistdoor Global Oct. 2; https://chinabuddhism.com.cn Oct. 15; https://nomadit.co.uk/
conference/cess2023/paper/74213). kwt

October 9-12, 2025:

Official Panchen Lama holds his second Kalachakra initiation

The Panchen Lama Gyaltsen Norbu, appointed by the Chinese government, held this important ritual
of Tibetan Buddhism at his home monastery, Tashi Lhunpo. According to the party newspaper Xizang
ribao, the Panchen Lama combined the interpretation of the sutras with detailed explanations on the
Sinicization of Tibetan Buddhism and the adaptation of religions to socialist society. He displayed a
“dignified appearance;” as well as profound Buddhist scholarship and erudition, coupled with patri-
otism; this elicited devout faith, widespread acclaim, and high praise from the high lamas and living
Buddhas participating in the ritual, as well as from the ordinary monks and believers, the newspaper
reported.

The Tibetan exile portal Phayul wrote that thousands of Tibetans, including high lamas such as the 7th
Gungthang Rinpoche and the abbots of the Sakya and Sera monasteries, were forced to participate in
the ritual. Chinese state media reported that over 100 high-ranking lamas and 5,000 monks from im-
portant Tibetan monasteries in the Tibet Autonomous Region, Sichuan, Gansu, Qinghai, and Yunnan
participated in the ceremony, Tibet Watch wrote in an analysis. The organization said that China aims
to lend credibility to the state-appointed Panchen Lama and “forge teacher-student bonds that could
prove instrumental in future” when it attempts to install its own 15th Dalai Lama. Tibet Watch quotes a
Tibetan monastic source as saying: “China is setting a religious trap. [...] These sacred teachings create
unbreakable bonds between master and student in Tibetan Buddhism. Beijing is forcing this ceremony
now so that when they install their hand-picked Dalai Lama, Tibet’s religious leaders will be bound by
their own spiritual commitments to remain silent”

The first Kalachakra teachings by the officially recognized Panchen Lama took place in July 2016, with
over 100,000 devotees reportedly attending daily, according to Xinhua. In January 2017, the Chinese
government imposed strict travel restrictions to prevent Tibetans of the People’s Republic of China
from attending the Dalai Lama’s Kalachakra initiation. In September 2023, authorities attempted to
restrict the massive influx of people attending the approved Kalachakra teachings of the 7th Gungthang
Rinpoche in the Gannan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture of Gansu Province (see RCTC 2016, no. 4,
pp- 6-7; 2017, no. 2, pp. 9-10; 2023, no. 4, pp. 9-10) (Xizang ribao as found at https://mw.xizang.gov.cn
Oct. 14; Phayul Oct. 14; Tibet Watch Nov. 5; Xinhua July 22, 2016). kwt

November 1, 2025:

Buddhist “release” of hundreds of cats at drinking water reservoir
in Guangdong

As reported by the Hong Kong newspaper South China Morning Post (SCMP) (here adapted from Bud-
dhistdoor Global), the incident occurred at the Yingzui Reservoir in the city of Qingyuan in the south-
ern Chinese province of Guangdong. According to the report, 1,120 cats were released from cages. Eye-
witnesses reported that the cats, frightened, scattered in all directions, many of them jumping directly
into the water. When animal welfare activists arrived the next day to rescue the cats, they found many
animals trembling, visibly ill, or disoriented; some had already died from exhaustion or drowned. Ac-
cording to the SCMP, officials from the local public security bureau stated that 10 people were involved
in the release. These individuals had purchased 400 cats and brought them to the reservoir with the
intention of offering blessings, and they had also left large quantities of cat food - according to the offi-
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cials, as reported by the SCMP. The incident sparked widespread criticism. “This is not a life release. It
is mass animal abuse disguised as religion,” the SCMP quoted one commentator as saying.

The ritualized release of living beings is based on the Buddhist concept of compassion. It has a long
tradition in China, but it has also drawn criticism due to potential negative consequences for animal
welfare and ecosystems. On June 30, 2025, the Chinese Buddhist Association adopted “Measures for
Standardizing Activities of Releasing Living Beings” (see German translation with introduction by Leo
Maximilian Koenig in China heute 2025, no. 3, pp. 161-164) (Buddhistdoor Global Nov. 28; Dimsum
Daily Nov. 3). kwt

November 16, 2025:

The People’s Procuratorate of Xinxiang City (Henan) approves the
arrest of former Shaolin Temple abbot Yongxin

According to Chinese state media, the Supreme People’s Procuratorate announced this on Novem-
ber 16. Yongxin is accused of “embezzlement, misappropriation of funds, and bribery by non-State
functionaries” This formal arrest of the former abbot follows the initiation of an investigation against
Yongxin by several authorities, which the Shaolin Temple had announced on July 27, 2025. In addi-
tion to the aforementioned crimes, he is also accused of serious violations of Buddhist monastic rules,
specifically inappropriate relationships with women. The Chinese Buddhist Association revoked his
monastic status on July 28 (China Daily Nov. 16; Global Times Nov. 16; cf. RCTC 2025, no. 4, pp. 8-9).
For background information, see the article “Shaolin im diskursiven Wandel der Zeiten” (Shaolin in the
Discursive Transformation of the Times) by Carsten Krause and Leo Maximilian Koenig, appearing
in German in China heute 2025, no. 4, pp. 225-234 (Part 1), and 2026, no. 1 (Part 2, forthcoming). kwt

Islam

November 7, 2025:

Editorial meeting for topic planning at the journal of the Chinese
Islamic Association (CIA)

Zhongguo musilin (H [E 21 #K) is the official organ of the CIA. The editorial meeting was attended by
high-ranking officials: In addition to CIA President Yang Faming #% & B, CIA Secretary-General Ma
Zhongping & #1°F, and the editorial team, experts from Peking University, the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, the Central Institute of Socialism, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Minzu University
of China, Beijing Institute of Technology, Nanjing University of Science and Technology, and the Chi-
nese Quran Institute participated. Also present were senior editors of the religious studies journals Shi-
jie zongjiao yanjiu 5L SR U 5T and Shijie zongjiao wenhua tH 55220 AE, as well as the journal of
the National Religious Affairs Administration, Zhongguo zongjiao H [E 5% 2, and Muslim figures from
Beijing. In his address, Yang Faming explained that Zhongguo musilin has consistently strengthened
the ideological and political leadership and guidance of the Islamic community toward the Sinicization
and adaptation of Islam to socialism. The journal, he said, has continuously built a platform for Qura-
nic studies and guided Muslim circles toward correct belief and practice, as well as resistance against
extremism. It has promoted academic research, particularly on the Sinicization and the integration of
Islam and Confucianism. Furthermore, it has strived to build a modern, multidimensional commu-
nication system using both traditional and new media - according to Yang Faming, as reported on the
CIA website. The participants made valuable suggestions for the journal’s future direction. There was a
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unanimous consensus that it should continue to promote the Sinicization of Islam and spread positive
energy (www.chinaislam.net.cn Nov. 7). kwt

Protestant Churches

October 9-11, 2025:

Coordinated arrests in Zion house churches

Between October 9 and 11, nearly 30 leading figures of the unregistered Zion Church network (% #(
£=) were arrested in various provinces, including its founder, Pastor Ezra Jin (Jin Mingri 48] H), born
in 1966. Following raids, seizures, and temporary detentions against Zion churches in different parts
of the People’s Republic in May and June of this year (see RCTC 2025, no. 3, p. 8), the wave of arrests in
October represents the largest known action against a house church network to date. The arrests took
place at airports in Shanghai and Shenzhen, as well as in private residences in Beijing, Chengdu, Jiaxing
(Zhejiang), Huangdao (Shandong), and Beihai (Guangxi), among other locations. The detainees were
apparently taken to two prisons in the city of Beihai, where 23 people were still being held as of Octo-
ber 30. They are being charged with “illegal use of information networks” - Ezra Jin was born into the
Korean minority in Heilongjiang Province. Due to his outstanding academic achievements, he was able
to study geophysics at Peking University. After a religious awakening, he first worked as a volunteer
in the official Beijing churches of Chongwenmen and Gangwashi before deciding to study theology at
the local Protestant Yanjing Seminary. In 1999, Ezra Jin was ordained in the official church. From 2002
onwards, Pastor Jin continued his studies at Fuller Seminary in the USA, returning to Beijing with his
family in 2007 as a Doctor of Ministry and founding the first Zion Church there. Within ten years, it
had developed into one of the largest and most influential unregistered churches in China. Later, the
church was banned (cf. RCTC 2018, no. 4, p. 18). A characteristic of the Zion churches is their use of
hybrid forms of worship and the broadcasting of pre-recorded sermons, which are shown simulta-
neously in different locations. As a charismatic speaker, Ezra Jin became a well-known Chinese screen
preacher. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Zion Church broadcasted its first online service. At
its peak, participation reportedly reached up to 3,000 people. - In mid-September 2025, the National
Religious Affairs Administration issued a new “Online Code of Conduct for Religious Professionals,”
which prohibits conducting religious services via social media and internet platforms and only per-
mits preaching through government-licensed and monitored internet accounts. According to the new
rules’ definition, the Zion church networks operating methods are clearly illegal. It is suspected that
the harsh crackdown on Zion churches must be interpreted in this context (AsiaNews Oct. 13; Yaxue
Cao, “A Home in God: The Story of Detained Pastor Jin Mingri and China’s City Churches,” https://
chinachange.org Oct. 30 [Part One], Nov. 4 [Part Twol). [sabel Friemann, China InfoStelle

October 24-28, 2025:

Sixth World Conference on Faith and Order convenes in Egypt

From October 24-28, 400 participants gathered in Wadi El Natrun, Egypt, for the Sixth World Confer-
ence on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches (WCC) to celebrate the 1,700th anniver-
sary of the Council of Nicaea and to reflect on and affirm the statements of faith in the Nicene Creed.
Through a program of keynote addresses, workshops, and a pilgrimage, the delegates explored the
mission of God’s Trinitarian love and its implications for the witness and service of the churches. The
Chinese church associations China Christian Council and the Three-Self Patriotic Movement were
represented by Dr. Wen Ge, Academic Dean of Nanjing Union Theological Seminary, and Ms. Chen
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Qirui, lecturer in Systematic Theology at Huadong Theological Seminary (www.oikoumene.org/de/
news 25.10.). sabel Friemann, China InfoStelle

November 19-25, 2025:

WCC Executive Committee meets in Hangzhou

From November 19-25, the 40-member Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches
(WCC) met in the city of Hangzhou. This was the second time the body had met on Chinese soil.
In addition to reports on its work and strategic considerations regarding how to address shrinking
budgets in the future, the so-called Green Village Property Development Program was among the
topics discussed. The creation of a digital collection on church life and work as an internet archive also
occupied the participants. A significant portion of the meeting was dedicated to encounters with Chi-
nese congregations, theological training institutions such as the Nanjing Union Theological Seminary,
and gaining impressions of the country in general. The committee was particularly impressed by the
shift towards the use of renewable energy in the People’s Republic of China. Ms. Dr. Lin Manhong, head
of the Department of Theological Education, and Ms. Gu Jinggin, head of the Department of Over-
seas Relations, represent the China Christian Council (CCC) and the Three-Self Patriotic Movement
(TSPM) on the Executive Committee. The General Secretary of the TSPM, Pastor Xu Xiaohong, and
the President of the CCC, Pastor Wu Wei, welcomed the international guests as well as local political
and religious leaders. The committee adopted a message reflecting on a pilgrimage encounter with the
Chinese people and churches, shaped by Christ, culture, and context (www.oikoumene.org/news Oct.
28; www.oikoumene.org/resources/documents/pilgrimage-encounter-message-christ-culture-and-
context-in-china). /sabel Friemann, China InfoStelle

Catholic Church

October 14, 2025:

Book presentation: Liu Zhiqing completes 3rd project in his
research series on the history of Catholicism in China

Professor Liu Zhiging XI|Z K (Anyang Normal University) has been meticulously researching the
history of the Catholic Church in China for years and has already published two comprehensive books
on the subject: one on the historical development of dioceses in China (4 [E| Kk 3= 203 X 1) 7 sE v 4
SHURWEF, 2016), and the other on the role of international missionary orders in this process (K
FHIBSTEEAEF WAL, 2020). In September 2025, the results of his third project were published,
entitled “A Study on the Relationship between the Governance of Chinese Catholicism by Modern
Missionaries [from the 19th century onwards] and the Sinicization of Catholicism” (1 %A% % %) H
KEHARNAI S R EHF E AR F). All three research projects were funded by the National
Social Science Fund.

A report published on the Catholic website Xinde on October 14 presents the new publication. The
report states, among other things, that the project set itself the urgent task of collecting and organizing
the little-studied material on Chinese [i.e., native] missionaries. The large number and geographical
distribution of those involved over a long period necessitated the use of databases and big data tech-
niques. Over 10,000 Chinese and foreign missionaries from the modern era were linked to the individ-
ual parishes and dioceses. A dedicated database was designed for this extensive work, but it needs fur-
ther refinement because searches using the keyword “parish” are currently not possible. The report not
only considered the project important reference material for academia, but also stated that it provides
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“theoretical foundations and historical references for the Party and the state in formulating strategies
to promote the Sinicization of Catholicism” (https://xinde.org/show/57369). kwt

October 15, 2025:

Wu Jianlin is ordained auxiliary bishop of Shanghai

Bishop Shen Bin JL## of Shanghai ordained Father Ignatius Wu Jianlin % &4k as auxiliary bishop in
the cathedral in Xujiahui. Co-consecrators were bishops Yang Yongqiang of Hangzhou, Li Suguang of
Jiangxi, and Xu Honggen of Suzhou. Father Yang Yu, the General Secretary of the Chinese Bishops’
Conference, read the Conference’s letter of approval. The ordination took place under strict security
controls; mobile phones had to be handed in, as AsiaNews reported.

Wau Jianlin was elected auxiliary bishop on April 28, 2025, during the sede vacante following the death
of Pope Francis. On the day of the ordination, the Vatican Press Office announced that Pope Leo XIV
had appointed him auxiliary bishop of Shanghai on August 11, 2025. Wu Jianlin was born in Shanghai
on January 27, 1970. He studied theology at the Sheshan Seminary in Shanghai and was ordained a
priest in 1997. According to the Vatican statement, “from 2013 to 2023 he contributed to the admin-
istration of the diocese during the period of sede vacante” and “subsequently held the office of vicar
general”

At the end of January 2013, Bishop Jin Luxian 4% % (1916-2013), a few months before his death,
appointed Wu Jianlin as chairman of the newly established Diocesan Coordination Committee. Wu
therefore played a leading role in the diocese until Bishop Shen Bin’s transfer to Shanghai in July 2023
(which was only subsequently authorized by the Pope); he is considered to be close to the government.
The situation in Shanghai is complex. Bishop Jin Luxian had already consecrated two auxiliary bishops
for the Diocese of Shanghai, designating them as his successors. Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Xing Wenzhi
3L 2., consecrated in 2005, disappeared from public view in 2011 and “has still not had the opportu-
nity to tell his version of the events that led to his moral, ecclesial, and political disgrace” (G. Criveller).
Thaddeus Ma Dagin IA%K, at his episcopal ordination on July 7, 2012, declared his withdrawal from
the Patriotic Association and has since been under a form of house arrest at the Sheshan Seminary,
unable to exercise his office (see following entry) (www.chinacatholic.cn/ccic/report/2510/0080-1.htm;
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2025/10/15/251015¢c.html; AsiaNews
July 31 [G. Criveller]; Oct. 10, 15; UCAN April 29, 2013). kwt

October 15, 2025:

Ma Daqin continues to be recognized as auxiliary bishop of
Shanghai, according to Fides — he congratulates Auxiliary Bishop
Wu

On October 15, the Vatican news agency Fides reported on the ordination of Auxiliary Bishop Wu Jian-
lin (see above) and added the following statement: “Thadeus Ma Dagqin, who was ordained auxiliary
bishop in June (sic) 2012, when the diocese was still led by Jesuit Bishop Aloysius Jin Luxian, also lives
in Shanghai. Ma Daqin was elected bishop with the approval of both the Holy See and the Beijing
government. However, since the day of his episcopal ordination, he has been forced to remain in the
Shanghai seminary, having announced at the end of the ordination ceremony his intention to resign
from his previous positions in the Patriotic Association of Chinese Catholics. As a result, the govern-
ing body of Chinese Catholic bishops withdrew his approval to exercise the episcopal ministry and
suspended him from the public exercise of the priesthood for two years. During this entire period, the
Holy See has recognized and continues to recognize Ma Dagqin as auxiliary bishop of Shanghai” [Note:
A diocese can have several auxiliary bishops.]
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Thaddeus Ma, in turn, posted good wishes for Auxiliary Bishop Wu on his WeChat profile on October
15, writing: “I am pleased to learn that Bishop Shen Bin ordained Father Wu Jianlin as auxiliary bishop
this morning. [I.e., Ma was obviously not present at the ordination.] I firmly believe that, with this valu-
able aide, Bishop Shen will be able to lead the various works of the Catholic Church in Shanghai towards
ever-greater development, for the even greater glory of the Lord. I am certain that the new bishop, with
renewed spirit, will be able to serve us faithful with commitment and dedication.” - Auxiliary Bishop
Ma’s situation therefore remains unclear (Fides Oct. 15; Auxiliary Bishop Ma’s WeChat post according
to AsiaNews Oct. 15). kwt

November 13, 2025:

Court hearing against Father Ma Xianshi, former administrator of
the official community of Wenzhou Diocese, for the “illegal” sale
of hymnbooks

Father Ma Xianshi Jik {22 - headed the official part of the Wenzhou Diocese from 2016 until his arrest
in November 2024. He and Catholic businessman Zhuang Qiantuan T [4], who was arrested with
him, are accused of illegally selling the Catholic hymnbook Tianlu miaoyin KX 4)# (Heavenly Melo-
dies). On November 13, 2025, the case was heard publicly before the People’s Court in Yiwu, Zhejiang
Province. AsiaNews reported extensively on the arguments of the prosecution and the defense: The
hymnbook was legally published by the Wenzhou Diocese with printing permission from the Zhe-
jiang Provincial Religious Affairs Bureau, but it was sold publicly at the small commodities market in
Yiwu City through Zhuang Qiantuan’s shop. According to the prosecution, this violates the regulation
that religious publications may only be distributed internally [i.e., within religious sites], and there-
fore constitutes “illegal business” The severity of the punishment depends on the amount of revenue
generated and whether the perpetrator acted as an individual or as a representative of a collective. The
hymnbook is said to have sold 50,000 copies, generating revenue of 1.5 million RMB (approximately
US$ 210,000), which was deposited into Father Ma’s private account. The defense argued that due to
“historical circumstances,” parishes in the Wenzhou Diocese often use accounts registered in the names
of their parish priests. The defense presented bank statements, account transaction records, and Ma’s
testament to demonstrate that all expenditures from the bank account were for Church-related matters
and not for personal gain, and pleaded for acquittal. Ma Xianshi himself declared at the trial that, as
a clergyman, he had acted on behalf of the Church and not for personal profit, and therefore had not
committed any personal offense. Zhuang Qiantuan, on the other hand, pleaded guilty and requested a
reduced sentence so that he could soon be reunited with his family. The verdict and sentence were not
yet determined at the trial.

The hearing was originally scheduled for July 1 but was then canceled at short notice. According to
AsiaNews, many people from the Wenzhou diocese who had registered to attend the November 13
hearing were pressured by religious authorities, so that ultimately only two priests were present at the
proceedings. Most of the attendees were Catholics who had not registered in advance. Some of them
reported that Father Ma appeared to be in good spirits; he made the sign of the cross upon entering
the courtroom and gave his blessing upon leaving. It was also reported that Ma and Zhuang had de-
votedly cared for their fellow prisoners during their year of pretrial detention and had been elected as
cell leaders.

It is suspected that the real reason for Ma Xianshi’s arrest was that he had met with Vatican representa-
tives without permission during a pilgrimage to Rome. There is also the interpretation that he had
opposed the authorities’ appointment of a bishop and thus incurred their displeasure. The Bishop of
Wenzhou, Shao Zhumin #B#LH, operates underground and is not recognized by the state (AsiaNews
Nov. 14; see also RCTC 2025, no. 3, pp. 12-13, 14-15). kwt
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October 28-29, November 19-21, and November 29, 2025:

Conferences on the Sinicization of Catholicism in Fuzhou,
Nantong, and Beijing

From October 29 to 30, the “6th Forum on Sinicized Catholic Theology” was held in Fuzhou. It was
organized by the national governing bodies of Catholicism - the Bishops’ Conference and the Patriotic
Association. Under the title “Five Religions Shine Together;” it also included a panel discussion where
representatives of the five religions discussed Sinicization.

From November 19 to 21, the “6th Yushan Forum and Symposium on the Systematic Advancement
of the Sinicization of Catholicism” took place in Nantong. It was organized by the Catholic governing
bodies of Jiangsu Province with the participation of the Shanghai bodies and focused on the theme of
“comprehensive and strict governance of the Church,” a prominent slogan in religious policy.

The “10th Beijing Catholicism Conference on Sinicized Catholic Thought 2025” on November 29 ad-
dressed the “Sinicization of Catholic Liturgy and Church Music” (http://xinde.org Nov. 4, 26; www.
chinacatholic.cn Dec. 1). kwt

October 29, 2025:

Underground Bishop Jia Zhiguo (1935-2025) of Zhengding has
died

In his article “Julius Jia Zhiguo was a witness (1935-2025)” (Fides Nov. 4, 2025), Gianni Valente, direc-
tor of the Vatican news agency Fides, quotes the bishop from an interview he conducted with him in
2016, which was published at the time by the Italian daily newspaper La Stampa: “My life,” said Bishop
Jia, “consists of speaking about Jesus. I have nothing else to say or do. My whole life, every single day,
is dedicated to telling others about Jesus. Everyone.” Bishop Jia, Valente writes in Fides, “confessed his
faith even to state officials who, from time to time, would arrest him to take him to indoctrination ses-
sions or periods of house arrest” In L'Osservatore Romano and on the Chinese website of Vatican News,
the deceased bishop is commemorated with the following words: “On the afternoon of October 29,
2025, His Excellency Bishop Julius Jia Zhiguo, Bishop of Zhengding in the Chinese province of Hebei,
who belonged to the ‘inofficial’ community, passed away at the age of 90. He was born on May 1, 1935,
into a Catholic family in the village of Wuqiu, now the county seat of Jinzhou. After a long and arduous
period of training, he was ordained a priest on June 7, 1980, by His Excellency Bishop Peter Fan Xue-
yan, Bishop of Baoding, who also consecrated him as Bishop of the Diocese of Zhengding a few months
later. Bishop Jia always served pastorally during difficult times, when relations with the civil authorities
were not easy, which sometimes had serious consequences for his personal freedom. Nevertheless, he
never became discouraged, but always did his best to promote evangelization, the training of priests,
and the care of disabled children, and to maintain communion with the Holy Father. Today, the Dio-
cese of Zhengding has approximately 130,000 faithful, is served by numerous priests, and benefits from
the presence of various diocesan religious communities” [translation by K. Feith].

Throughout his life, Bishop Jia resisted joining the Patriotic Association and was never recognized by
the Chinese government until his death. He was first arrested in 1963, long before his priestly ordi-
nation, and spent about 15 years behind bars. He was also repeatedly arrested and monitored in the
2000s, most recently four times between 2004 and 2020. He is also said to have been tortured in prison.
According to UCAN, the authorities “allegedly flooded his cell with water, causing painful bone spurs
that affected him for life” His orphanage was reportedly demolished by the authorities in 2020 for lack
of government approval. Bishop Jia was buried on October 31 under tight security in his hometown of
Wugiu, where he had spent his final years.
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As AsiaNews reported, on November 1, the day after the funeral, Fr. Paul Dong Guanhua, “an under-
ground priest at odds with Rome,” published a message declaring himself the new ordinary bishop
of Zhengding. In 2016, Dong had announced his own episcopal ordination without a papal man-
date, which Bishop Jia Zhiguo had declared illegitimate. “Since Dong Guanhua was ordained bishop
privately and inaugurated as bishop on Sept. 11, 2016, Dong and his ordainer have violated Canon
1382 of the Canon Law, and are subject to latae sententiae (automatic excommunication),” Bishop Jia
had written at the time, “further proof of this great bishop’s deep loyalty to the pope,” according to
AsiaNews (AsiaNews Nov. 04; Fides Nov. 04; UCAN Oct. 30; www.lastampa.it/esteri/2016/02/02/
news/io-vescovo-dentro-e-fuori-dal-carcere-solo-perche-consacro-preti-in-cina-1.36558106; www.
osservatoreromano.va/it/news/2025-11/quo-252/lutti-nell-episcopato.html 03.11., Chinese at www.
vaticannews.va/zh.html 03.11.). kf

Sino-Vatican Relations

October 10, 2025:

Academic ceremony at Urbaniana University on the “Concilium
Sinense” and the presence of the Church in China

“One Hundred Years since the Council of China: Between History and Present” was the title of the aca-
demic event that marked the beginning of the academic year at the Pontifical Urbaniana University in
Rome in the afternoon of October 10. During the ceremony, the book 100 anni dal Concilium Sinense:
tra storia e presente 1924-2024. Atti del Convegno internazionale was presented, a work published by
Urbaniana University Press and edited by the Dicastery for Evangelization. The Chinese-Italian vol-
ume contains the contributions of the international conference on the “Concilium Sinense,” which
took place at the university on May 21, 2024 - 100 years after the Council of Shanghai. - To mark the
opening of the academic year, Pope Leo XIV addressed a message to the Pontifical Urbaniana Univer-
sity. The letter is addressed to Grand Chancellor of the University, Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle. In it,
the Pope writes, among other things: “I was pleased to learn that, as part of the inauguration of the
Academic Year, the Proceedings of the Conference dedicated to the Concilium Sinense, held in Shang-
hai in 1924, are being presented. That Council represents a milestone in the history of the Church in
China, and clearly demonstrates the audacity of a Christian community capable of embodying itself
in different historical and cultural contexts, while remaining faithful to its identity”- At the academic
ceremony on October 10, Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin, Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, Pro-
fessor Erica Siu-Mui Lee from Hong Kong, and Father Federico Lombardi gave presentations on the
recent history of the Catholic Church in China, starting from the “Concilium Sinense” The academic
event concluded with a presentation by Professor Vincenzo Buonomo, Pontifical Delegate to the Urba-
niana University. The conference on May 21, 2024, was organized by the Pontifical University in col-
laboration with Fides and the Pastoral Commission for China (see China heute 2024, no. 2, pp. 71-73,
86-96) (Fides Oct. 7; Oct. 11, 12 [contributions from the academic ceremony in English]; www.fides.
org/de/news/76905-VATIKAN_Papst_Leo_XIV_Das_Concilium_Sinense_war_ein_Meilenstein_in_
der_Geschichte_der_Kirche_in_China.) kf
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Hong Kong

September 12, 2025:

Cardinal Chow speaks about religious freedom in Hong Kong
during visit to Australia

On September 12, Cardinal Stephen Chow SJ, Bishop of Hong Kong, arrived in Australia for a week-
long visit. Among other things, he gave lectures in Sydney and Melbourne on his role as a bridge-build-
er between the Vatican and the Chinese government and met with members of Chinese and Canton-
ese-speaking Catholic communities. As the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne reported on its website
on September 19, Cardinal Stephen Chow urged both lay people and clergy to view dialogue with the
Chinese government less as a political bargaining chip and more as a pastoral mission shared by all.
According to the report, he cautioned against “simplistic assumptions about Beijing’s understanding
of the Church,” insisting “that the Chinese government is ‘very well versed’ in theology, canon law, and
the deeper threads of Catholic thought. “They sent people out already to study theology, advanced the-
ology, canon law, Scriptures. [They] study many things in the Church, so they’re informed,” the Cardi-
nal said. Regarding the situation in Hong Kong, Cardinal Chow - thus the report - sought to dispel a
perception of pervasive religious persecution. “May I sincerely say that religious persecution per se is
not happening in Hong Kong. I also checked with other churches and religions in Hong Kong. None of
them said they have experienced that now” Hong Kong, he said, remains a place where religious free-
dom continues to exist in practical terms. “So I believe ... Beijing wants to keep the religious freedom
intact in Hong Kong, because Hong Kong is important for China. So, common law, religious freedom,
all these are important too for people to believe. I can still come here [Australia]. We can still ordain
a priest. Religious education in school is still possible” Cardinal Chow advocated for a new approach
that goes beyond adversarial Western models. “In the West, you see things very upfront, openly,” he
said. “I think this works in the West, but in the East — not just China, but definitely China - if you con-
tinue criticising another person publicly, directly and sharply, the other person is not going to listen to
you. [...] So, we have to consider that type of cultural relationship, to give face to people. Privately, in
another, more indirect way, maybe you can do that. I have tried and it worked sometimes. If you can
reach the person, they see that you're being genuine, sincere” The Cardinal said it was not just the issue
of control of the Church in China that concerned him, there was also the pastoral challenge of youth
leaving the Church, particularly as a result of the mass emigration of young families from Hong Kong
since 2019. Cardinal Chow emphasized that the Church should proactively reach out to people in-
stead of waiting for them to come to it (Sunday Examiner Sept. 26; https://melbournecatholic.org/news/
walking-the-tightrope-between-the-vatican-and-china-cardinal-chow-calls-for-understanding). — Car-
dinal Chow’s statements on religious freedom in Hong Kong subsequently also drew criticism, includ-
ing from Ms. Frances Hui, who was the first activist from Hong Kong to receive political asylum in the
US after the 2019 protests and who works as the Policy and Advocacy Coordinator at the Committee
for Freedom in Hong Kong Foundation (see her article in the National Catholic Register Oct. 21). ki

September 30, 2025:

Commissioner Cui Jianchun: New U.S. Consul General in Hong
Kong should not “interfere”

According to a statement on the website of the Commissioner’s Office of China’s Foreign Ministry in
the Hong Kong S.A.R., dated October 2, 2025, Commissioner Cui Jianchun met with Julie Eadeh, the
new U.S. Consul General in Hong Kong, “to lodge solemn representations on her conducts since she
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assumed duties” The statement said: “Commissioner Cui urged CG Julie Eadeh to abide by fundamen-
tal norms governing international relations including non-interference in domestic affairs and make a
clean break with anti-China forces. Commissioner Cui explicitly stated the ‘Four Don'ts’ requirements,
namely don't meet the people who the CG shouldn’t meet with, don't collude with anti-China forces,
don't instigate, assist, abet or fund any activities that undermine stability in Hong Kong, don’t interfere
with national security cases in Hong Kong.” Julie Eadeh assumed the position of U.S. Consul General
in Hong Kong and Macau at the end of August. Among those she invited to her inauguration were
opposition politicians Anson Chan and Emily Lau. Eadeh had previously served as a US diplomat in
Hong Kong in 2019 and met with prominent democracy activists such as Joshua Wong and Nathan
Law at that time. From 2010 to 2012, Eadeh served as U.S. Consul General in Shanghai. She speaks
Chinese (AFP via UCAN Oct. 3; protest note from Commissioner Cui: https://hk.ocmfa.gov.cn/eng/
zjgs/tpyjl/202105/t20210519_8897479.html; https://hk.usconsulate.gov). kf

October 15, 2025:

Jimmy Lai’s family meets Pope Leo XIV in Rome

The wife as well as the daughter of Jimmy Lai, the well-known 78-year-old pro-democracy advocate
and Catholic currently imprisoned in Hong Kong, were able to speak with the Pope after the gen-
eral audience on October 15. The founder of Apple Daily (a newspaper shut down in 2021), who also
holds British citizenship, has been imprisoned in Hong Kong since 2020, with one brief interruption,
under the National Security Law. The Hong Kong judiciary accuses Lai, among other things, of al-
leged collusion with foreign forces. For this he faces a possible life sentence. Lai pleaded not guilty.
The trial’s closing arguments have been completed, but the verdict has not yet been delivered. Jimmy
Lai’s family has repeatedly expressed serious concerns about his health, and his son, Sebastian Lai, is
campaigning worldwide for his father’ release (AsiaNews Oct. 25 - interview with Sebastian Lai; www.
catholicnewsagency.com, Oct. 16; www.reporter-ohne-grenzen.de, Sept. 11). kf

November 5-6, 2025:

The 4th Symposium on the Sinicization of Catholic theology
(Mainland China - Hong Kong) was held in Hangzhou

According to a report on the website of the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association and the Chinese
Bishops” Conference (collectively referred to as “One Association, One Conference”), the symposium
was jointly organized by their theological research commission and the Holy Spirit Study Centre of the
Diocese of Hong Kong. According to the report, the nearly 100 participants included representatives
from the United Front Work Department of the CPC, the Liaison Office of the Central People’s Govern-
ment in the Hong Kong S.A R, officials from the Ethnic and Religious Affairs Commission of Zhejiang
Province, and representatives from “One Association, One Conference,” as well as experts and scholars,
clergy, and religious sisters from the Catholic dioceses of Hong Kong and Macau, from the mainland
Church, and from universities and research institutions. The conference’s theme was “The Faith Foun-
dation, Historical Experiences, and Contemporary Development of the Sinicization of Catholicism”
(RFEZH EALFEAMRRZEE . 7 sh 250 5 MK ). Tt featured 10 thematic presentations and dis-
cussions, “which further promoted academic discourse and practical exploration of the Sinicization of
Catholicism?” The group photo shows Cardinal Stephen Chow SJ of Hong Kong in the center, flanked
by Bishop Shen Bin of Shanghai, chairman of the Chinese Bishops’ Conference, and Bishop Li Shan
of Beijing, chairman of the Patriotic Association (www.chinacatholic.cn/ccic/report/2511/0057-1.htm;
for the first three symposia, see RCTC 2022, no. 1, p. 14; 2023, no. 1, p. 11; 2024, no. 1, pp. 16-17). kf
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November 27, 2025:

Pope Leo XIV expresses condolences after major fire in Hong
Kong

In an official telegram from Pope Leo XIV to Cardinal Stephen Chow S]J, Bishop of Hong Kong, the
Pope expressed his deep sorrow over the devastating fire that broke out on November 26 in the Wang
Fuk Court residential complex, buildings with approximately 2,000 apartments in the Tai Po district
of the New Territories. The fire, which spread via bamboo scaffolding, engulfed several of the high-
rise buildings. More than 150 people died, many were seriously injured, and others are missing. In the
telegram, signed by Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin, the Pope said he “sends the assurance of
his spiritual solidarity to all those suffering from the effects of this calamity, especially the injured and

» «

the families who grieve” “Likewise,” the Pope continued, according to Vatican News, he “commends
the souls of the deceased to the loving mercy of the Almighty, and offers prayers for the emergency
personnel who continue to provide medical assistance and search for those who are still missing.” Pope
Leo concluded his telegram by invoking “divine blessings of strength, consolation, and peace” upon all.
The complex, built in 1983, consisted of eight 31-story high-rise buildings and was home to approxi-
mately 4,600 people. The flames destroyed seven of the buildings, which were undergoing renovation.
According to the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (FAZ), Security Minister Chris Tang said after the fire
that the polystyrene insulation used during the building renovation had ignited, leading to extremely
high temperatures. This, in turn, set fire to the netting and the bamboo scaffolding. Extensive investi-
gations are underway in Hong Kong, and arrests have already been made (AsiaNews Nov. 27; FAZ Nov.

28; Vatican News Nov. 27). kf

November 29, 2025:

His Holiness Mar Awa lll expresses condolences for the fire
tragedy

The Hong Kong Institute of Jingjiao Studies (HKIJS) has received a personal message of condolence
from His Holiness Mar Awa III, Catholicos-Patriarch of the Assyrian Church of the East, following
the tragic fire in Tai Po. As the institute reports on its website, His Holiness expressed his deep sorrow
over the loss of life and affirmed his prayers for the injured, the missing, and all affected families. He
also inquired about the well-being of the people at the HKIJS in Hong Kong. “I wish to express my
condolences and my prayers with everyone there... we will keep all of you in prayer.” - The Hong Kong
Institute of Jingjiao Studies is an independent research institute dedicated to the interdisciplinary study
of Jingjiao 5t #{ (Church of the East, also known as the “Nestorian Church”) (Sunday Examiner Nov.
30; https://hkijs.org/2025/11/29/message-of-condolence-from-his-holiness-mar-awa-iii/). kf

Macau

October 30, 2025:

Macau: Independent media outlet to close by December

One of the last independent media outlets in Macau will cease operations in December. The news
platform announced this on October 30, citing “increasing pressure and risks.” The news platform All
About Macau Media (AAMacau, Chinese: ifi i), co-founded in 2010 by the late journalist Ng Sio Ngai,
often published critical reports on social issues in Macau, according to an AFP report. The company
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announced that this month’s print edition would be its last and that its remaining operations would
be discontinued in December. It had been publishing its articles digitally, in print, and on social me-
dia. The company stated that it had been told by Macau officials that it “no longer meets the statutory
requirements to engage in relevant activities” under the Chinese special administrative region’s media
law and that its monthly publication registration number has been revoked. “Facing resource con-
straints, mounting external pressures, and the need for our reporters to navigate judicial proceedings,
the team found it increasingly difficult to maintain reporting standards,” AAMacau said. It therefore
“had no choice but to make this difficult decision” (www.aamacau.com; AFP via UCAN Oct. 31 with
screenshot of the news portal’s closure announcement; https://macaonews.org Oct. 31). kf

Taiwan

October 13, 2025:

Reception at the Embassy of the Republic of China to the Holy See

The Embassy of the Republic of China (Taiwan) to the Holy See celebrated the 114th anniversary of
the founding of the Republic of China with an official reception attended by members of the ecclesias-
tical community, the diplomatic corps, and representatives from the academic, cultural, and religious
worlds. As reported by AsiaNews on October 13, Ambassador Anthony C.Y. Ho recalled “the deep his-
torical ties between Taiwan and the Catholic Church,” emphasizing the contributions of missionaries to
education, healthcare, and services for those most in need. “The ambassador recalled that, since taking
office in May 2024, President Lai Ching-Te has maintained a constant commitment to safeguarding
peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait,” thus AsiaNews. He reiterated that Taiwan, “as a beacon of
freedom and democracy;” would continue to build bridges of peace and charity together with the Holy
See. On behalf of the Vatican, Cardinal Silvano Maria Tomasi, former Permanent Observer of the Holy
See to the United Nations Office in Geneva, offered a prayer for the Taiwanese people and highlighted
“the values of peace and fraternity that unite the two realities,” AsiaNews wrote. During the ceremony,
the embassy presented a donation of IT equipment to the Don Bosco Salesian Institute in Verona. The
event also included the opening of an exhibition of salt sculptures by Taiwanese artist Lo Kuang-Wei.
According to AsiaNews, his works, inspired by biblical episodes, “symbolise the faith and resilience of
the Taiwanese people” “Taiwan will continue to walk in unity with the Holy See, building bridges of
peace and charity;” said Ambassador Ho (AsiaNews Oct. 13). kf

October 22, 2025:

Study published in Taipei: China courts Taiwanese believers with
religious charm offensive

According to a study by the Taiwan Information Environment Research Center (IORG) in Taipei City,
a non-governmental organization, 10,496 Taiwanese participated in over 110 religious trips and ac-
tivities in mainland China in 2024, ones which were supported or organized by government entities
across China (full report at https://iorg.tw/_en/da/120). IORG said the published report revealed for
the first time the scale of the Chinese campaign. On October 23, Reuters reported Taiwan's Mainland
Affairs Council stating that Beijing has long used religion to conduct “united front” work targeting the
island. Taiwan’s government is closely monitoring the situation, the council said, adding that the IORG
report held significant reference value. The IORG study analyzed more than 7,346 articles posted to a
news portal of China’s Taiwan Affairs Office. These articles, according to Reuters, contained detailed
information about the events — including scope, locations, and agendas — and were screened using arti-
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ficial intelligence before being verified by IORG researchers. “The Chinese Communist Party continues
to use religious exchanges as a cover for political propaganda,” the IORG said according to Reuters,
adding that the reviewed articles stressed narratives that the two sides share common roots and are
destined to “re-unify” (Reuters Oct. 23). kf
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