Statistics on Religions and Churches 2025

According to Ticozzi 2026, “The fate of three bishops remains unknown. Some others
claim to be bishops without proof”

Priests
ca. 4,000 in total (Tripod 2025) in the official and unofficial parts of the Church.

Sisters
ca. 5,000 in total (Tripod 2025) in the official and unofficial parts of the Church.

Major Seminaries

7 major seminaries (for priest candidates). The following philosophical-
theological seminaries in the official Church are currently training can-
didates for the priesthood: the National Seminary in Beijing and the
regional seminaries in Beijing (diocesan seminary), Shijiazhuang, Xi‘an,
Jilin, Chengdu, and Shanghai (Sheshan).

Map: d-maps.com/carte.php?num_car=27749&lang=de

People’s Republic of China: Provinces, Direct-Controlled Municipalities, and Autonomous Regions -

List of Abbreviations

AH Anhui, BJ Beijing, CQ Chongging, FJ Fujian, GD Guangdong, GS Gansu, GX Guangxi, GZ Guizhou, Hain Hainan, HB
Hubei, Heb Hebei, Hen Henan, HL Heilongjiang, HN Hunan, JL Jilin, JS Jiangsu, JX Jiangxi, LN Liaoning, NM Inner Mon-
golia, NX Ningxia, QH Qinghai, SC Sichuan, SD Shandong, SH Shanghai, SN Shaanxi, SX Shanxi, TJ Tianjin, XJ Xinjiang, XZ
Tibet, YN Yunnan, ZJ Zhejiang.
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Churches

4,202 churches and

2,238 ecclesial sites for activities (huodong tangdian W55 % £{; Work Report at
the 10th National Assembly of Catholics 2022).

Baptims

The last baptism statistics published by Xinde give the number of 48,365 baptisms for
2018.% Since then, there have only been sporadic reports of baptismal services in individ-
ual parishes in the Chinese Catholic media. Table 4 shows some examples for 2025. These

were all adult baptisms. April 19 was Holy Saturday.

Table 4: Examples of Baptisms in Some Catholic Parishes in Mainland China in 2025

Province / Municipality Diocese Location Date Number of baptized
cQ Wanzhou Sacred Heart Church Easter 12
Cathedral Easter 28
JS Suzhou Changshou Parish April 19 16
JX Jiangxi Jiujiang Parish Jan.5 3
LN N/A Chaoyang Parish April 19 16
NM N/A Taibus Banner No. 7 Church April 19 4
SH Shanghai Hongkou Church March 2 6
Xujiahui Cathedral) Jan. 12 54
Sept. 14 63
Zhangjialou Church July 20 14
SN Weinan Xiyuan Parish April 19 6
Xi'an Cathedral April 19 24
Z) Hangzhou Cathedral April 19 43
Oct. 19 29
Wenzhou Lucheng Parish Oct. 18 14

Sources (2025): xdo Jan. 6, 15; March 6; April 21 (5 reports); April 22, 29; July 25; Sept. 18; Oct. 21, 22.

Ordinations of Priests

Going by the reports of the Chinese Church media, 48 deacons were ordained priests
across the dioceses of Mainland China in 2025 (see Table 5), eleven more than in the year
before. This number is certainly incomplete, as several priests may have been ordained in
the underground as well. Overall, the number of vocations has been shrinking for years.
The following numbers of newly ordained priests were counted for the past years: 2024
— 37 new priests; 2023 — 65 new priests; 2022 - 15; 2021 - 40; 2020 - 39; 2019 - 48; 2018
- 75;2017 - 97; 2016 — 61; 2015 - 59; 2014 - 78; 2013 - 66; 2012 - 78.

Sisters: Vows

The number of vocations among women, too, has been strongly decreasing for years. No
regular reports exist on Sisters taking their vows. In 2025, Xinde’s website described vow
ceremonies across only five congregations, in which 8 Sisters took their perpetual vows
(xdo March 20, 21, 2025; June 2, 10, 2025).

63 Cf. Wenzel-Teuber 2019, pp. 24-26.
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Table 5: Priestly Ordinations in the Catholic Church in Mainland China in 2025

Province/ | Diocese* | Number of Date of Ordaining Names of Those Ordained
Municipality Ordained Ordination Bishop**
GD Guang- 3 Dec. 4. Gan Jungiu Li Wei ZJa, Xu Baobiao ¥ ¥,
zhou Xue Zhengen BEIIEJE
SX Linfen 2 Nov.29 | Liu Genzhu Chai Xuefei 4237 7K,
Li Shuangxue ZE3 X
GZ Guizhou 4 Nov.21 | Xiao Zejiang Liang Shixing %414, Lu Shaobo f5 /b
¥, Xu Chao 48, Zhang Jing 5K 3¢
HB Wuhan 1 Oct.28 | Cui Qinggi Wu Songjiang EFATT
YN Kunming 1 Oct.28 | MaYinglin Yang Ze #7¥% (Yi-Nationality)
BJ Beijing 2 Sept. 19 | Zhen Xuebin Duan Zhijun BtE %,
Sun Yajing FMIE A
HL Heilongji- 2 Sept. 12 | Yue Fusheng Shi Hongquan 52414,
ang Yuan Jiyuan #4270
X Jiangxi 3 Aug.29 | LiSuguang Dong Liangshan # R 3%,
Liu Enbo X1 &%, Pan Liang & 4
SC Yibin 2 June 29 | Luo Xuegang Li Luhua Z=3# 48, Liu Xianglin XIJAHAR
GS Lanzhou 1 June 29 | Han Zhihai Han Fuquan Bfiff 4
SX Taiyuan 2 June6 | Meng Ningyou | Liu Jing XI|#, Zhang Shuai 3K Jif
SD Weifang 2 June 24 | SunWenjun Tian Tiexiang H £k,
Zhao Shenjian X441 I,
GD Meizhou 1 May 20 | Liao Hongging Li Yanxiong Z=3iE Ik
SD Jinan 2 May 14 | Zhang Xianwang | Ji Baoyu ZEE &, Yuan Jianjian 3% g
SN Xi'an 1 May 3 Dang Mingyan Chen Panfei 22 %
Heb Shijia- 2 April 29 | Feng Xinmao Han Chongjiao 78 £, Wen Jianyong
zhuang (Hengshui) K
vd| Ningbo 4 March 25 | Jin Yangke Hong Yuanyuan ¥t & &, Li Wenzhong
ZE Y, Ren Xiaobing AR L, Sun
Shouhui Fih5
Heb Xingtai 9 Feb.24 | Fang Jianping Cheng Zhaolei F& A ##, Han Lei ¥,
(Tangshan) Qu Zhezhe JETT T, Wei Libiao 28 7%,
Xia Weichen B [, Yang Yajie #E 7,
Zhang Ke 5K}, Zhang Wuchuan 3K
JII, Zhang Xiaoyong 5k e 55
SD Zhoucun 1 Feb.22 | YangYonggiang | Yang Fan #il
SN Zhouzhi 1 Feb. 6 Wu Qinjing Ren Panlei 1 4L#%
FJ Mindong 1 Feb.3 Zhan Silu Huang Rongquan ¥ 28 %
SD Heze 1 Jan. 25 LU Peisen (Yan- Wang Jian &
zhou)
Total 48

*  Name of the diocese according to the official Chinese division, as given in the relevant report.

** The diocese is only mentioned here if the ordaining bishop was not the competent local ordinary of the diocese
concerned, but was invited from another diocese to perform the ordination.

Sources (2025): xdo Jan. 27; Feb. 4, 7, 24; March 26; April 29; May 3, 15, 23; June 25, 28; July 1, 7; Aug. 30; Sept. 12, 22;
Oct. 29, 30; Nov. 24, 29; Dec. 9; https://cathbbs.win/thread-20955-1-1.html.
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Consecrations of Virgins
A special event took place on May 10, 2025 in the diocese of Mindong in Fujian Province:
the consecration of 24 virgins. Bishop Zhan Silu conducted the ceremony.

m

During the consecration ceremony, the virgins'
oil lamps were solemnly lighted — presumably
an allusion to the biblical parable of the wise
and the foolish virgins. They also were issued a
uniform blue-white garment.

Photo: Tianzhujiao Mindong jiaoqu 2025 / xdo.

Virgins consecrated to God (zhennii 11 %) have existed in the Church since the 4™ centu-
ry. The tradition was introduced to Fujian in the 17" century by Dominican missionaries.
The consecrated virgins, who are not members of any religious order, have played, and
continue to play, a vital role in the history of the Catholic Church in Fujian and other parts
of China, engaging in the pastoral care of women and children. They vow chastity and
generally live amongst their families, in small groups or within the parishes. According
to Michel Chambon, there were about 90 consecrated virgins living in Fujian Province in
2017; most, however, were already in their forties or fifties, putting such virgins at risk of
disappearing.

The report about the 2025 consecration of virgins found on Xinde’s website notes that
Mindong already

has two diocesan women’s religious orders with almost 100 Sisters each, but there
are still many women in the diocese who decide to follow the old model of the
‘community of virgins,” joining no congregation but rather staying rooted in the
community of the diocese and gathering around the bishop.

The report also claims that “today’s consecration is a historical first for the diocese of
Mindong” Since consecrated virgins had been living in this area for centuries, and since
the photographs show that those participating in the consecration were of advanced age,
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said consecration of May 10 was perhaps a new formalisation and institutionalisation of
this way of life. This may be connected to the fact that the diocese (including its virgins)
used to be primarily rooted in the underground, yet following the Sino-Vatican agreement
of 2018 it is now no longer being led by its underground bishop Guo Xijin, but rather by
Bishop Zhan Silu, retroactively recognized by the pope. The report states:

Now that Mindong Diocese is progressing down the path of unity, the virgins in
this new era have a new mission and a new task to fulfil. This makes it necessary
to perform the sacred rite of the consecration of the virgins in a solemn way, and
through proceeding by group from place to place [...].**

In any case, the consecration of virgins in Mindong seems to signal that the diocese in-
tends to continue the consecrated virgins” way of life.

Changes in the Episcopate and Restructuring of Dioceses of the Catholic
Church in Mainland China

The Chinese episcopate underwent some complex changes in 2025. In the context of the
Sino-Vatican agreement, four bishops - three diocesan bishops (Ji Weizhong, Wang Zhen-
gui, Li Jianlin) and one auxiliary bishop (Wu Jianlin) — were ordained, with papal and
governmental approval. One bishop (Cai Bingrui) was transferred to another diocese.
Meanwhile, two bishops of the underground whom the authorities had so far refused to
recognize (Lin Yuntuan, Ma Yanen) were officially installed as auxiliary bishops, and two
further underground bishops (Cui Tai, Zhang Weizhu) were officially retired: the authori-
ties now recognize them as bishops, but they have been relieved of their leading functions.
Pope Leo XIV had previously dissolved the dioceses of Xiwanzi and Xuanhua, which had
up to then been led by the bishops Ma Yanen and Cui Tai, and in their place founded
the diocese of Zhangjiakou (already existing in the official Church), with the new bishop
Wang Zhengui consecrated to lead it.

Episcopal Consecrations in 2025
See Table 6 on the next page.

Transfers of Bishops in 2025

On January 23, 2025, Bishop Joseph Cai Bingrui F AR ER from Xiamen was installed as
Bishop of Fuzhou; that is, he moved from one location in Fujian Province to another. On
January 15, 2025, Pope Francis had previously named him “Bishop of Fuzhou” (Fuzhou is
an archdiocese in the Catholic hierarchy). Bishop Cai Bingrui (b. Sept. 15, 1966) had been
serving as Bishop of Xiamen since 2010, with approval of both the pope and the authori-
ties. According to the papal news agency Fides, the see of Fuzhou had been vacant since
the death of Bishop Peter Lin Jiashan #k/13% on April 14, 2023 (Bolletino Sala Stampa
della Santa Sede Jan. 23, 2025; Fides June 11, 2025; Zhongguo tianzhujiao Jan. 23, 2025).

64 Tianzhujiao Mindong jiaoqu 2025; Chambon 2017.
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Table 6: Episcopal Consecrations in the Catholic Church on Mainland China in 2025

Name

JiWeizhong 3% 8,
Anthony

Wang Zhengui FAR %,
Joseph

Wu Jianlin S 2K,
Ignatius

Li Jianlin Z= 74K,
Francis

consecration

Consecrated as Bishop of Luliang (SX) | Bishop of Zhangjiakou | Auxiliary Bishop of Bishop of Xinxiang
(Heb) Shanghai (Hen)
Date of episcopal | Jan. 20, 2025 Sept. 10,2025 Oct. 15,2025 Dec. 5, 2025

Main consecrator

Bishop Meng Ningyou

Bishop Li Shan of

Bishop Shen Bin of

Bishop Li Shan of

Seminary

2001 Ordination to the
priesthood

2005-2010 Sankt
Augustin Seminary Col-

of Hebei

1990 Ordination to the
priesthood for Xianxian
Diocese

1996 [official] head of

Seminary (Shanghai)
1997 Ordination to the
priesthood

2013-2023 "Contrib-
uted to the adminis-

of Taiyuan Beijing Shanghai Beijing
Date of birth Aug. 3, 1973 Nov. 19,1962 Jan. 27,1970 July 9, 1975 [Bolle-
tino: 1974]
Career 1995-2001 National 1984-1988 Seminary 1991-1996 Sheshan 1990-1999 Semi-

naries of Zheng-
ding und Yixian
[Bolletino]

1999 Ordination
to the priesthood

Francis suppressed
Fenyang Diocese
and erected the new
Luliang Diocese as
suffragan of Taiyuan.

Leo XIV suppressed
the dioceses of
Xuanhua and Xiwanzi
and erected the new
Zhangjiakou Diocese
as suffragan of Beijing.

consecration, the papal
news agency Fides re-
ports that the Holy See
continues to recognize
Thaddeus Ma Dagin

as Auxiliary Bishop of
Shanghai.

lege of Philosophy and | Zhangjiakou Diocese tration of the diocese 2013 [official]
Theology, Germany during the period head of Xinxiang
(Licentiate) of the sede vacante” Ditzese
Vicar General of Fen- [Bolletino]
yang Diocese 2023 Vicar General
Date of election | June 19,2024 March 28, 2025 April 28,2025 April 30,2025
according to the
official Chinese
process
Date of appoint- | Oct. 28,2024 July 8,2025 Aug. 11,2025 Aug. 11,2025
ment by Pope Appointed Bishop
Francis / Leo XIV of the Apostolic
Prefecture of
Xinxiang
Further details On Oct. 28,2024, Pope | On July 8, 2025, Pope | On the day of the Before appointing

Bishop Li Jianlin,
Pope Leo XIV
accepted the res-
ignation of Bishop
Zhang Weizhu of
Xinxiang.

Sources (2025): Bolletino Sala Stampa della Santa Sede Jan. 20; Sept. 10,; Oct. 15; Dec. 5; Fides Oct. 15; Zhongguo tianzhu-
jiao Jan. 1; Sept. 10; Oct. 15; Dec. 5.

Official Installations and Retirements of Bishops Previously Belonging to the
Underground in 2025
See Table 7 on the next page.

Bishops Who Died in 2025 (Both of the Underground)

HE 25 2

Bishop em. Pei Ronggui %< %< v, Placidus (1933-Sept. 6, 2025), Trappist, ordained priest

in 1981, consecrated co-adjutor bishop of Luoyang (Hen) in 2003, retired in 2011.
Bishop Jia Zhiguo ¥17f[E, Julius (May 1, 1935-Oct. 29, 2025), ordained priest in 1980,
consecrated Bishop of Zhengding (Heb) a few months later.
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Table 7: Official Installations and Official Retirements (and thus Civil Recognition) of Previously Underground
Bishops in Mainland China in 2025

Installations

Retirements

Name

Lin Yuntuan #Riz [,
Joseph

Ma Yanen 5 &,
Joseph

Cui Tai ££ K,
Augustinus

Zhang Weizhu 5K 4E4E,
Joseph

Installed / retired as

Augxiliary bishop of

Auxiliary bishop of

Bishop emeritus

Bishop emeritus of the

pal consecration

cration

Jan. 30,2013 Papal
appointment as
Bishop of Xiwanzi

- repeated long
stretches in prison
[according to
AsiaNews]

Fuzhou (F)) Zhangjiakou (Heb) | of Xuanhua (Heb) Apostolic Prefecture
[Bolletino] of Xinxiang (Hen)
[Bolletino]
Date of installation / June 11,2025 Sept. 12,2025 Sept. 12,2025 Dec. 6,2025
retirement
Approbation of the read aloud during read aloud during | read aloud during read aloud during
Chinese Bishops' ceremony ceremony ceremony ceremony*
Conference
Date of appointment | June 5,2025 Sept. 4, 2025 - -
to auxiliary bishop
through Pope Leo XIV
Status pre installation | [not Bishop of Bishop of Xiwanzi | Bishop of Xuanhua Bishop of Xinxiang
/ retirement accord- Fuzhou - see vacant
ing to the Holy See since 2023 according
to Fides]
Date of birth March 12,1952 Jan. 15,1960 unclear 67 years old
Career 1984 Ordination to 1985 Ordination 1990 Ordination to ca. 1991 Papal ap-
the priesthood to the priesthood | the priesthood pointment as Bishop
2003-2007 Diocesan | for the Apostolic 2013 Coadjutor of Xinxiang
Administrator Prefecture of Yixian | bishop of Xuanhua - repeatedly in prison
2013-2016 Apostolic | Vicar General of 2018 Ordinary [according to
Administrator ad Yixian bishop of Xuanhua AsiaNews]
nutum Sanctae Sedis | Dec. 20, 2020 after death of his
Dec. 28,2017 Episco- | Episcopal conse- predecessor

Further details

On Jan. 23, 2025,

Bishop Cai Bingrui of
Xiamen was installed
as Bishop of Fuzhou.

See Table 6 under
Wang Zhengui.

See Table 6 under
Wang Zhengui.

See Table 6 under
Li Jianlin.

Sources (2025): AsiaNews June 23, 2020; Feb. 13, 2023; Dec. 5, 6, 2025; Bolletino Sala Stampa della Santa Sede June 11;

Sept. 12; Dec. 6, 2025; Fides June 11, 2025; Zhongguo tianzhujiao June 11; Sep. 12; Dec. 6, 2025.

* According to reports (AsiaNews), Bishop Zhang Weizhu was under strict surveillance during both the consecration of
his successor Wang Zhengui and his own retirement ceremony, and he was not present at either event.
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