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According to Ticozzi 2026, “The fate of three bishops remains unknown. Some others 
claim to be bishops without proof.”

Priests
ca. 4,000 	 in total (Tripod 2025) in the official and unofficial parts of the Church.

Sisters
ca. 5,000 	 in total (Tripod 2025) in the official and unofficial parts of the Church.

Major Seminaries
7 	 major seminaries (for priest candidates). The following philosophical- 

theological seminaries in the official Church are currently training can-
didates for the priesthood: the National Seminary in Beijing and the 
regional seminaries in Beijing (diocesan seminary), Shijiazhuang, Xi’an, 
Jilin, Chengdu, and Shanghai (Sheshan).

Map: d-maps.com/carte.php?num_car=27749&lang=de

People’s Republic of China: Provinces, Direct-Controlled Municipalities, and Autonomous Regions –  
List of Abbreviations

AH Anhui, BJ Beijing, CQ Chongqing, FJ Fujian, GD Guangdong, GS Gansu, GX Guangxi, GZ Guizhou, Hain Hainan, HB 
Hubei, Heb Hebei, Hen Henan, HL Heilongjiang, HN Hunan, JL Jilin, JS Jiangsu, JX Jiangxi, LN Liaoning, NM Inner Mon-
golia, NX Ningxia, QH Qinghai, SC Sichuan, SD Shandong, SH Shanghai, SN Shaanxi, SX Shanxi, TJ Tianjin, XJ Xinjiang, XZ 
Tibet, YN Yunnan, ZJ Zhejiang.
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Churches
4,202 	 churches and
2,238 	 ecclesial sites for activities (huodong tangdian 活动堂点; Work Report at 

the 10th National Assembly of Catholics 2022).

Baptims
The last baptism statistics published by Xinde give the number of 48,365 baptisms for 
2018.63 Since then, there have only been sporadic reports of baptismal services in individ-
ual parishes in the Chinese Catholic media. Table 4 shows some examples for 2025. These 
were all adult baptisms. April 19 was Holy Saturday.

Table 4: Examples of Baptisms in Some Catholic Parishes in Mainland China in 2025

Province / Municipality Diocese Location Date Number of baptized

CQ Wanzhou Sacred Heart Church Easter 12

Cathedral Easter 28

JS Suzhou Changshou Parish April 19 16

JX Jiangxi Jiujiang Parish Jan. 5 3

LN N/A Chaoyang Parish April 19 16

NM N/A Taibus Banner No. 7 Church April 19 4

SH Shanghai Hongkou Church March 2 6

Xujiahui Cathedral) Jan. 12 54

Sept. 14 63

Zhangjialou Church July 20 14

SN Weinan Xiyuan Parish April 19 6

Xi’an Cathedral April 19 24

ZJ Hangzhou Cathedral April 19 43

Oct. 19 29

Wenzhou Lucheng Parish Oct. 18 14

Sources (2025): xdo Jan. 6, 15; March 6; April 21 (5 reports); April 22, 29; July 25; Sept. 18; Oct. 21, 22.

Ordinations of Priests
Going by the reports of the Chinese Church media, 48 deacons were ordained priests 
across the dioceses of Mainland China in 2025 (see Table 5), eleven more than in the year 
before. This number is certainly incomplete, as several priests may have been ordained in 
the underground as well. Overall, the number of vocations has been shrinking for years. 
The following numbers of newly ordained priests were counted for the past years: 2024 
– 37 new priests; 2023 – 65 new priests; 2022 – 15; 2021 – 40; 2020 – 39; 2019 – 48; 2018 
– 75; 2017 – 97; 2016 – 61; 2015 – 59; 2014 – 78; 2013 – 66; 2012 – 78.

Sisters: Vows
The number of vocations among women, too, has been strongly decreasing for years. No 
regular reports exist on Sisters taking their vows. In 2025, Xinde’s website described vow 
ceremonies across only five congregations, in which 8 Sisters took their perpetual vows 
(xdo March 20, 21, 2025; June 2, 10, 2025).

63	 Cf. Wenzel-Teuber 2019, pp. 24-26.
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Table 5: Priestly Ordinations in the Catholic Church in Mainland China in 2025

Province / 
Municipality 

Diocese* Number of 
Ordained 

Date of 
Ordination 

Ordaining  
Bishop** 

Names of Those Ordained 

GD Guang-
zhou

3 Dec. 4. Gan Junqiu Li Wei 李威, Xu Baobiao 许宝彪,  
Xue Zheng’en 薛证恩

SX Linfen 2 Nov. 29 Liu Genzhu Chai Xuefei 柴雪飞,  
Li Shuangxue 李双穴

GZ Guizhou 4 Nov. 21 Xiao Zejiang Liang Shixing 梁仕兴, Lu Shaobo 卢少
波, Xu Chao 徐超, Zhang Jing 张京

HB Wuhan 1 Oct. 28 Cui Qingqi Wu Songjiang 武松江

YN Kunming 1 Oct. 28 Ma Yinglin Yang Ze 杨泽 (Yi-Nationality)

BJ Beijing 2 Sept. 19 Zhen Xuebin Duan Zhijun 段志军,  
Sun Yajing 孙亚敬

HL Heilongji-
ang

2 Sept. 12 Yue Fusheng Shi Hongquan 史红全,  
Yuan Jiyuan 袁纪元

JX Jiangxi 3 Aug. 29 Li Suguang Dong Liangshan 董良善,  
Liu Enbo 刘恩波, Pan Liang 潘梁

SC Yibin 2 June 29 Luo Xuegang Li Luhua 李泸华, Liu Xianglin 刘相林

GS Lanzhou 1 June 29 Han Zhihai Han Fuquan 韩福全

SX Taiyuan 2 June 6 Meng Ningyou Liu Jing 刘静, Zhang Shuai 张帅

SD Weifang 2 June 24 Sun Wenjun Tian Tiexiang 田铁响,  
Zhao Shenjian 赵绅见

GD Meizhou 1 May 20 Liao Hongqing Li Yanxiong 李燕雄

SD Jinan 2 May 14 Zhang Xianwang Ji Baoyu 季宝玉, Yuan Jianjian 袁建建

SN Xi’an 1 May 3 Dang Mingyan Chen Panfei 陈攀飞

Heb Shijia
zhuang

2 April 29 Feng Xinmao 
(Hengshui)

Han Chongjiao 韩充焦, Wen Jianyong 
温建永

ZJ Ningbo 4 March 25 Jin Yangke Hong Yuanyuan 洪圆圆, Li Wenzhong 
李文忠, Ren Xiaobing 任晓兵, Sun 
Shouhui 孙守辉

Heb Xingtai 9 Feb. 24 Fang Jianping 
(Tangshan)

Cheng Zhaolei 程召磊, Han Lei 韩雷, 
Qu Zhezhe 屈哲哲, Wei Libiao 魏立彪, 
Xia Weichen 夏伟臣, Yang Yajie 杨亚杰, 
Zhang Ke 张科, Zhang Wuchuan 张武
川, Zhang Xiaoyong 张晓勇

SD Zhoucun 1 Feb. 22 Yang Yongqiang Yang Fan 杨帆

SN Zhouzhi 1 Feb. 6 Wu Qinjing Ren Panlei 任盘磊

FJ Mindong 1 Feb. 3 Zhan Silu Huang Rongquan 黄荣泉

SD Heze 1 Jan. 25 Lü Peisen (Yan-
zhou)

Wang Jian 王建

Total 48

*  	 Name of the diocese according to the official Chinese division, as given in the relevant report.

** 	 The diocese is only mentioned here if the ordaining bishop was not the competent local ordinary of the diocese 
concerned, but was invited from another diocese to perform the ordination.

Sources (2025): xdo Jan. 27; Feb. 4, 7, 24; March 26; April 29; May 3, 15, 23; June 25, 28; July 1, 7; Aug. 30; Sept. 12, 22; 
Oct. 29, 30; Nov. 24, 29; Dec. 9; https://cathbbs.win/thread-20955-1-1.html.



38

Statistics on Religions and Churches 2025

Religions & Christianity in Today's China, Vol. XVI, 2026, No. 2 

Consecrations of Virgins
A special event took place on May 10, 2025 in the diocese of Mindong in Fujian Province: 
the consecration of 24 virgins. Bishop Zhan Silu conducted the ceremony.

Virgins consecrated to God (zhennü 贞女) have existed in the Church since the 4th centu-
ry. The tradition was introduced to Fujian in the 17th century by Dominican missionaries. 
The consecrated virgins, who are not members of any religious order, have played, and 
continue to play, a vital role in the history of the Catholic Church in Fujian and other parts 
of China, engaging in the pastoral care of women and children. They vow chastity and 
generally live amongst their families, in small groups or within the parishes. According 
to Michel Chambon, there were about 90 consecrated virgins living in Fujian Province in 
2017; most, however, were already in their forties or fifties, putting such virgins at risk of 
disappearing.

The report about the 2025 consecration of virgins found on Xinde’s website notes that 
Mindong already

has two diocesan women’s religious orders with almost 100 Sisters each, but there 
are still many women in the diocese who decide to follow the old model of the 
“community of virgins,” joining no congregation but rather staying rooted in the 
community of the diocese and gathering around the bishop.

The report also claims that “today’s consecration is a historical first for the diocese of 
Mindong.” Since consecrated virgins had been living in this area for centuries, and since 
the photographs show that those participating in the consecration were of advanced age, 

During the consecration ceremony, the virgins’ 
oil lamps were solemnly lighted – presumably 
an allusion to the biblical parable of the wise 
and the foolish virgins. They also were issued a 
uniform blue-white garment. 
Photo: Tianzhujiao Mindong jiaoqu 2025 / xdo.
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said consecration of May 10 was perhaps a new formalisation and institutionalisation of 
this way of life. This may be connected to the fact that the diocese (including its virgins) 
used to be primarily rooted in the underground, yet following the Sino-Vatican agreement 
of 2018 it is now no longer being led by its underground bishop Guo Xijin, but rather by 
Bishop Zhan Silu, retroactively recognized by the pope. The report states:

Now that Mindong Diocese is progressing down the path of unity, the virgins in 
this new era have a new mission and a new task to fulfil. This makes it necessary 
to perform the sacred rite of the consecration of the virgins in a solemn way, and 
through proceeding by group from place to place [...].64

In any case, the consecration of virgins in Mindong seems to signal that the diocese in-
tends to continue the consecrated virgins’ way of life.

Changes in the Episcopate and Restructuring of Dioceses of the Catholic 
Church in Mainland China 

The Chinese episcopate underwent some complex changes in 2025. In the context of the 
Sino-Vatican agreement, four bishops – three diocesan bishops (Ji Weizhong, Wang Zhen-
gui, Li Jianlin) and one auxiliary bishop (Wu Jianlin) – were ordained, with papal and 
governmental approval. One bishop (Cai Bingrui) was transferred to another diocese. 
Meanwhile, two bishops of the underground whom the authorities had so far refused to 
recognize (Lin Yuntuan, Ma Yan’en) were officially installed as auxiliary bishops, and two 
further underground bishops (Cui Tai, Zhang Weizhu) were officially retired: the authori-
ties now recognize them as bishops, but they have been relieved of their leading functions. 
Pope Leo XIV had previously dissolved the dioceses of Xiwanzi and Xuanhua, which had 
up to then been led by the bishops Ma Yan’en and Cui Tai, and in their place founded 
the diocese of Zhangjiakou (already existing in the official Church), with the new bishop 
Wang Zhengui consecrated to lead it.

Episcopal Consecrations in 2025
See Table 6 on the next page.

Transfers of Bishops in 2025
On January 23, 2025, Bishop Joseph Cai Bingrui 蔡炳瑞 from Xiamen was installed as 
Bishop of Fuzhou; that is, he moved from one location in Fujian Province to another. On 
January 15, 2025, Pope Francis had previously named him “Bishop of Fuzhou” (Fuzhou is 
an archdiocese in the Catholic hierarchy). Bishop Cai Bingrui (b. Sept. 15, 1966) had been 
serving as Bishop of Xiamen since 2010, with approval of both the pope and the authori
ties. According to the papal news agency Fides, the see of Fuzhou had been vacant since 
the death of Bishop Peter Lin Jiashan 林加善 on April 14, 2023 (Bolletino Sala Stampa 
della Santa Sede Jan. 23, 2025; Fides June 11, 2025; Zhongguo tianzhujiao Jan. 23, 2025).

64	 Tianzhujiao Mindong jiaoqu 2025; Chambon 2017.
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Official Installations and Retirements of Bishops Previously Belonging to the 
Underground in 2025
See Table 7 on the next page. 

Bishops Who Died in 2025 (Both of the Underground) 
Bishop em. Pei Ronggui 裴荣贵, Placidus (1933–Sept. 6, 2025), Trappist, ordained priest 

in 1981, consecrated co-adjutor bishop of Luoyang (Hen) in 2003, retired in 2011.
Bishop Jia Zhiguo 贾治国, Julius (May 1, 1935–Oct. 29, 2025), ordained priest in 1980, 

consecrated Bishop of Zhengding (Heb) a few months later.

Table 6: Episcopal Consecrations in the Catholic Church on Mainland China in 2025

Name Ji Weizhong 冀伟忠, 
Anthony

Wang Zhengui 王振贵, 
Joseph

Wu Jianlin 吴建林, 
Ignatius

Li Jianlin 李建林, 
Francis

Consecrated as Bishop of Lüliang (SX) Bishop of Zhangjiakou 
(Heb)

Auxiliary Bishop of 
Shanghai

Bishop of Xinxiang 
(Hen)

Date of episcopal 
consecration

Jan. 20, 2025 Sept. 10, 2025 Oct. 15, 2025 Dec. 5, 2025

Main consecrator Bishop Meng Ningyou 
of Taiyuan

Bishop Li Shan of 
Beijing

Bishop Shen Bin of 
Shanghai

Bishop Li Shan of 
Beijing

Date of birth Aug. 3, 1973 Nov. 19, 1962 Jan. 27, 1970 July 9, 1975 [Bolle-
tino: 1974]

Career 1995–2001 National 
Seminary
2001 Ordination to the 
priesthood
2005–2010 Sankt 
Augustin Seminary Col-
lege of Philosophy and 
Theology, Germany 
(Licentiate)
Vicar General of Fen-
yang Diocese

1984–1988 Seminary 
of Hebei 
1990 Ordination to the 
priesthood for Xianxian 
Diocese
1996 [official] head of 
Zhangjiakou Diocese

1991–1996 Sheshan 
Seminary (Shanghai)
1997 Ordination to the 
priesthood
2013–2023 “Contrib-
uted to the adminis-
tration of the diocese 
during the period 
of the sede vacante” 
[Bolletino]
2023 Vicar General

1990–1999 Semi-
naries of Zheng-
ding und Yixian 
[Bolletino]
1999 Ordination 
to the priesthood
2013 [official] 
head of Xinxiang 
Diözese

Date of election 
according to the 
official Chinese 
process

June 19, 2024 March 28, 2025 April 28, 2025 April 30, 2025

Date of appoint-
ment by Pope 
Francis / Leo XIV 

Oct. 28, 2024 July 8, 2025 Aug. 11, 2025 Aug. 11, 2025 
Appointed Bishop 
of the Apostolic 
Prefecture of 
Xinxiang

Further details On Oct. 28, 2024, Pope 
Francis suppressed 
Fenyang Diocese 
and erected the new 
Lüliang Diocese as 
suffragan of Taiyuan.

On July 8, 2025, Pope 
Leo XIV suppressed 
the dioceses of 
Xuanhua and Xiwanzi 
and erected the new 
Zhangjiakou Diocese 
as suffragan of Beijing.

On the day of the 
consecration, the papal 
news agency Fides re-
ports that the Holy See 
continues to recognize 
Thaddeus Ma Daqin 
as Auxiliary Bishop of 
Shanghai.

Before appointing 
Bishop Li Jianlin, 
Pope Leo XIV 
accepted the res-
ignation of Bishop 
Zhang Weizhu of 
Xinxiang.

Sources (2025): Bolletino Sala Stampa della Santa Sede Jan. 20; Sept. 10.; Oct. 15; Dec. 5; Fides Oct. 15; Zhongguo tianzhu-
jiao Jan. 1; Sept. 10; Oct. 15; Dec. 5.
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Sources and Abbreviations

Work Report at the 10th National Assembly of Representatives of Chinese Catholics 
2022: “Shenru tuijin wo guo tianzhujiao Zhongguohua, nuli puxie ai guo ai jiao 
shiye xin pianzhang. Zhongguo tianzhujiao dishi ci quanguo daibiao huiyi gongzuo 
baogao” 深入推进我国天主教中国化, 努力谱写爱国爱教事业新篇章. 中国天

主教第十次全国代表会议工作报告 (Deepen the Sinicization of Our Country’s 
Catholicism, Work Hard to Write a New Chapter in the Cause of Love of Country 
and the Church. Work Report at the 10th National Assembly of the Representatives 
of Chinese Catholicism), www.chinacatholic.cn/html/report/22090180-1.htm (last 

Table 7: Official Installations and Official Retirements (and thus Civil Recognition) of Previously Underground 
Bishops in Mainland China in 2025

Installations Retirements

Name Lin Yuntuan 林运团, 
Joseph

Ma Yan’en 马彦恩, 
Joseph

Cui Tai 崔太,  
Augustinus

Zhang Weizhu 张维柱, 
Joseph

Installed / retired as Auxiliary bishop of 
Fuzhou (FJ)

Auxiliary bishop of 
Zhangjiakou (Heb)

Bishop emeritus 
of Xuanhua (Heb) 
[Bolletino]

Bishop emeritus of the 
Apostolic Prefecture 
of Xinxiang (Hen) 
[Bolletino]

Date of installation / 
retirement 

June 11, 2025 Sept. 12, 2025 Sept. 12, 2025 Dec. 6, 2025

Approbation of the 
Chinese Bishops’ 
Conference

read aloud during 
ceremony

read aloud during 
ceremony

read aloud during 
ceremony

read aloud during 
ceremony*

Date of appointment 
to auxiliary bishop 
through Pope Leo XIV

June 5, 2025 Sept. 4, 2025 – –

Status pre installation 
/ retirement accord-
ing to the Holy See 

[not Bishop of 
Fuzhou – see vacant 
since 2023 according 
to Fides]

Bishop of Xiwanzi Bishop of Xuanhua Bishop of Xinxiang

Date of birth March 12, 1952 Jan. 15, 1960 unclear 67 years old

Career 1984 Ordination to 
the priesthood
2003–2007 Diocesan 
Administrator
2013–2016 Apostolic 
Administrator ad 
nutum Sanctae Sedis 
Dec. 28, 2017 Episco-
pal consecration

1985 Ordination 
to the priesthood 
for the Apostolic 
Prefecture of Yixian
Vicar General of 
Yixian
Dec. 20, 2020
Episcopal conse-
cration
Jan. 30, 2013 Papal 
appointment as 
Bishop of Xiwanzi

1990 Ordination to 
the priesthood
2013 Coadjutor 
bishop of Xuanhua
2018 Ordinary 
bishop of Xuanhua 
after death of his 
predecessor
– repeated long 
stretches in prison 
[according to 
AsiaNews]

ca. 1991 Papal ap-
pointment as Bishop 
of Xinxiang
– repeatedly in prison
[according to 
AsiaNews]

Further details On Jan. 23, 2025, 
Bishop Cai Bingrui of 
Xiamen was installed 
as Bishop of Fuzhou.

See Table 6 under  
Wang Zhengui.

See Table 6 under 
Wang Zhengui.

See Table 6 under 
Li Jianlin.

Sources (2025): AsiaNews June 23, 2020; Feb. 13, 2023; Dec. 5, 6, 2025; Bolletino Sala Stampa della Santa Sede June 11; 
Sept. 12; Dec. 6, 2025; Fides June 11, 2025; Zhongguo tianzhujiao June 11; Sep. 12; Dec. 6, 2025.

* According to reports (AsiaNews), Bishop Zhang Weizhu was under strict surveillance during both the consecration of 
his successor Wang Zhengui and his own retirement ceremony, and he was not present at either event. 
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accessed March 25, 2026). A German translation is available in: China heute 2022, 
No. 3, pp. 167–171.

Work Report at the 11th National Assembly of Representatives of Chinese Protestants 
2023: “Chixu tuijin jidujiao Zhongguohua, banhao yu shehuizhuyi shehui xiang shi
ying de Zhongguo jiaohui” 持续推进基督教中国化, 办好与社会主义社会相适应

的中国教会 (Continuously Promoting the Sinicization of Protestantism, Running a 
Chinese Church Well that is Compatible with the Socialist Society), in: Tianfeng 天
风 2024, No. 4, pp. 4–13. Published online on March 18, 2024: www.ccctspm.org/
cppccinfo/17547 (last accessed March 25, 2026).

AsiaNews: www.asianews.it.
Bolletino Sala Stampa della Santa Sede (Bulletin of the Holy See Press Office): https://

press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino.html.
CFPS: China Family Panel Studies (Zhongguo jiating zhuizong diaocha 中国家庭追踪调

查).
CGSS: Chinese General Social Survey (Zhongguo zonghe shehui diaocha 中国综合社会

调查).
Cai Yongshun – Hung Sin Yu 2024, “Religion and Trust in Hong Kong,” in: The China 

Quarterly, No. 259, pp. 611–628, https://doi.org/10.1017/S0305741023001844.
Chambon, Michel 2017, “Consecrated Virgins in China: A Vanishing Life of Service,” 

UCAN, July 26, www.ucanews.com/news/consecrated-virgins-in-china-a-vanishing-lif
e-of-service/79830 (accessed March 18, 2026).

Chu Liqi – Yang Yilin – Han Yuxin – Yan Di – Pi Xiaofang 2025, “How Religious Beliefs 
Affect Farmers’ Participation in Community Environmental Governance: Evidence 
from Typical Pilot Areas in China,” in: Humanities and Social Sciences Communi-
cations, Vol. 12, published online on July 17, https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-025-
05441-3.

CSLS [Chinese Spiritual Life Survey]: Yang Fenggang with Hu Anning – Jiang Fan – R.J. 
Leamaster – Lu Jun – Tang Zhenyu (Center on Religion and Chinese Society, Purdue 
University), “Quantifying Religions in China,” 5-page manuscript of a presentation at 
the Seventh Annual Conference for the Social Scientific Study of Religion in China, 
Beijing, July 26–27, 2010. 

Feng Pengzhi 冯鹏志 2016, “Cong ‘san ge zixin’ dao ‘si ge zixin’ – lun Xi Jinping zong-
shuji dui Zhongguo tese shehuizhuyi de wenhua jiangou” 从“三个自信”到“四个自

信”—论习近平总书记对中国特色社会主义的文化建构 (From “Three Self-Con-
fidences” to “Four Self-Confidences” – On General Secretary Xi Jinping’s Cultural 
Construction of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics), published in Xuexi shibao 
学习时报, online publication on July 7: http://theory.people.com.cn/n1/2016/0707/
c49150-28532466.html (accessed March 19, 2026).

Fides: Agenzia Fides, Information service of the Pontifical Mission Societies since 1927, 
https://fides.org/en.

Friemann, Isabel 2025, “Das Wachstum des Christentums in China könnte zu Ende sein. 
Blick auf eine aktuelle Studie von Conrad Hackett und Tong Yunping (Pew Research 
Center),” in: China heute 2025, No. 1, pp. 22–26.
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Gao Feng 高峰 2018: “Shuzi jianzheng endian manman” 数字见证恩典满满 (Num-
bers Witness to Grace in Abundance) [Summary of data from the work report of the 
Protestant governing bodies presented by Pastor Gao Feng, Chairman of the Chinese 
Christian Council, at the 10th National Assembly of Chinese Protestantism in No-
vember 2018], online at www.ccctspm.org/specialinfo/340 (published on November 
28, 2018, last accessed March 25, 2026). A German translation is available in: China 
heute 2019, No. 1, pp. 29-31.

Hackett, Conrad – Tong Yunping 2025, “The Growth of Christianity in China May 
Have Come to an End,” in: Socius: Sociological Research for a Dynamic World, Vol. 
11, pp. 1–18. Published online on January 10, 2025: https://journals.sagepub.com/
doi/10.1177/23780231241310469.

Leeb, Leopold 2025, “Renmin University of China: ‘Abschiedskonferenz’ für drei renom-
mierte Christentums-Forscher – He Guanghu, Yang Huilin und Li Qiuling,” in: China 
heute, No. 1, pp. 10–11.

Lu Yunfeng 卢云峰 – Sheng He 盛禾 2023, “Jiyu shenling de Zhongguoren zongjiaoxing 
celiang: yige xin de yanjiu shijiao” 基于神灵的中国人宗教性测量: 一个新的研究

视角 (A New Research Perspective of Measuring Chinese Religiosity Based on Shen-
ling), in: Shijie zongjiao yanjiu 世界宗教研究 (Studies in World Religions), No. 9, pp. 
32–39, online at www.shehui.pku.edu.cn/upload/editor/file/20240325/202403251040
43_9437.pdf (last accessed March 25, 2026).

Lu Yunfeng 卢云峰 – Wu Yue 吴越 – Zhang Chunni 张春泥 2019, “Zhongguo daodi 
you duoshao jidutu? – Jiyu Zhongguo jiating zhuizong diaocha de guji” 中国到底有

多少基督徒? — 基于中国家庭追踪调查的估计 (How Many Protestants Are There 
in China: An Estimate Based on China Family Panel Studies), in: Kaifang shidai 开放

时代 (Open Times), No. 1, pp. 165–178, online at www.shehui.pku.edu.cn/upload/
editor/file/20190402/20190402083311_1875.pdf (last accessed March 25, 2026).

Meyer, Christian – Philip Clart 2023, “Chapter 1: Introduction,” in: idem (eds.), From 
Trustworthiness to Secular Beliefs. Changing Concepts of xin 信 from Traditional to 
Modern Chinese, Leiden – Boston: Brill, pp. 3–30.

NRAA: National Religious Affairs Administration (Guojia zongjiao shiwuju 国家宗教事

务局).
NRAA database I 2026: Database “Zongjiao huodong changsuo jiben xinxi” 宗教活动场

所基本信息 (Basic Data on Sites for Religious Activities), www.sara.gov.cn/resource/
common/zjjcxxcxxt/zjhdcsjbxx.html, data retrieved on March 17, 2026.

NRAA database II 2026: Database “Zongjiao yuanxiao jiben xinxi” 宗教院校基本信

息 (Basic Data on Institutes for Religious Education), www.sara.gov.cn/resource/
common/zjjcxxcxxt/zjyxjbxx.html, data retrieved on March 17, 2026.

Pew Research Center 2023, “Measuring Religion in China,” August 30, www.
pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2023/08/PF_2023.08.30_
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