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The “News Update on Religion and Church in China” appears regularly in each issue of Religions & 
Christianity in Today’s China (RCTC). Since the editorial staff learns of some items only later, chrono-
logical overlaps may occur between “News Updates” of two consecutive RCTC issues. In these cases, stories 
referred to in earlier “News Updates” will not be repeated. All “News Updates” can be found online at the 
website of the China-Zentrum (www.china-zentrum.de). – The last “News Update” (RCTC 2026, no. 1, 
pp. 3-18) covered the period September 12 – November 29, 2025.

Politics 

March 12, 2026:

National People’s Congress adopts “Law on the Promotion of Ethnic 
Unity and Progress”

Article 3 of the new law contains the two central concepts of ethnic policy under Xi Jinping: “To forge 
a strong sense of the community of the Chinese nation [中华民族共同体意识], all ethnic groups shall 
be led to firmly establish a concept of community that shares a common destiny [命运与共的共同体

理念].” Article 4 speaks of establishing a “shared spiritual home” [共有精神家园]. All ethnic groups 
are equal, and the system of regional ethnic autonomy is maintained (Articles 5, 8). Through advanced 
socialist culture, the state guides the excellent traditional cultures of all ethnicities toward creative 
transformation and innovative development (Article 13). Alongside such programmatic provisions, 
there are also concrete regulations, particularly regarding language (Article 15): The state “promotes 
the national common language and script everywhere” [国家通用语言文字; this relatively new term 
– replacing the earlier Putonghua − designates Standard Chinese, i.e., the standard language of the Han 
ethnic majority]. Schools and other educational institutions must use the national common language 
and script as the primary medium of instruction. In kindergartens, the acquisition of the standard 
language is actively promoted. The national common language serves as the official language of state 
authorities; should a document require publication in the language of an ethnic minority – whether for 
legal or other reasons – a version in the national language must be appended. If authorities, enterprises, 
or social organizations utilize both the national language and the language of an ethnic minority simul­
taneously, the national language must be given prominence (end of content of Article 15 here). Schools 
are required to promote a sense of community of the Chinese nation and to utilize nationally stand­
ardized teaching materials (Article 16). Religious organizations, educational institutions, and venues 
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for religious activities must likewise propagate a sense of the community of the Chinese nation, while 
adhering to the principles of Sinicization and adaptation to socialism (Article 46) (English translation, 
including a link to the original Chinese text, available at www.chinalawtranslate.com/en/ethnic-unity-
and-progress-law).
Thus, the minority policy outlined by General Secretary Xi Jinping in August 2021 at the Central 
Conference on Ethnic Work (cf. RCTC 2021, no. 4, p. 5) has now been formally enshrined in law. 
In recent times, several studies examining the consequences of this policy have been published; for 
instance: PEN America, “‘Save Our Mother Tongue’: Online Repression and Erasure of Mongo­
lian Culture in China” (Jan. 20, 2026), https://pen.org/report/inner-mongolia-china-repression; 
James Leibold – Soyonbo Borjgin, “Rectifying Names, Erasing Mongols: The Unmaking of Mon­
golian Education in China,” Made in China Journal (Jan. 20, 2026), https://madeinchinajournal.
com/2026/01/20/rectifying-names-erasing-mongols-the-unmaking-of-mongolian-education-in-china; 
International Campaign for Tibet, “Beyond ‘Neither Goat Nor Sheep’: Eroding Tibetan language 
to forcibly advance Chinese national identity” (Dec. 11, 2025), https://savetibet.org/wp-content/
uploads/2025/12/20251210-Neither-Goat-Nor-Sheep-FULL-2.pdf. kwt

Religious Policy

December 2025:

Term limits for senior religious personnel at religious sites are  
universally introduced

Over the course of December, the official umbrella organizations of the five religions held meetings at 
which a series of documents were adopted: the Catholic governing bodies on December 16, the Chi­
nese Islamic Association on the 17th, the Chinese Buddhist Association on the 27th, and the Chinese 
Daoist Association on December 29 (for the Protestant governing bodies, the exact date could not be 
ascertained). All five bodies revised their regulations regarding the appointments to senior clerical 
positions at sites for religious activities − i.e., the appointment of senior pastors and imams at churches 
and mosques, abbots at Buddhist and Daoist monasteries, and so forth. Across all five religions, the re­
vised regulations now incorporate a term limit that is uniform for all (though exceptions are sometimes 
provided for very small sites or remote locations): A single term of office is limited to five years. At any 
given site, an individual may serve no more than two consecutive terms and no more than three terms 
in total; furthermore, anyone who has held office at the same site for longer than ten years is ineligible 
for re-election or re-appointment following the expiration of their current term. At the time of assum­
ing office, the individual may not be older than 70 years of age.
Evidently, these simultaneous revisions across all five religions were carried out at the behest of the 
authorities. The author did not have access to all of the immediate predecessor versions of the various 
regulations for comparison purposes. The Protestant document explicitly states that the term limits 
apply “effective upon the entry into force of these measures.” As far as could be ascertained, Catholic 
bishops are exempt from these term limits. The revised documents can be found at the following web­
sites: www.taoist.org.cn/getDjzsById.do?id=1706; https://chinabuddhism.com.cn/web/details/76603 
[for Han Buddhist sites]; www.chinaislam.net.cn/web/jfjs/e/content_6065.shtml; www.ccctspm.org/
cppccinfo/19946. kwt
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March 5, 2026:

National People’s Congress: Premier Li Qiang on religion in his 
government work report

Regarding the subject of religion, Li Qiang made the following statement, according to Xinhua (March 
5, 2026): “Adhere to the Party’s fundamental course on religious work; uphold the orientation towards 
Sinicization of the religions in our country; and strengthen law-based governance in the administra­
tion of religious affairs.” kwt

Daoism

December 29–30, 2025:

11th National Assembly of the Chinese Daoist Association

The National Assemblies serve as the highest governing bodies of the official umbrella organizations 
for China’s five recognized religions. They convene approximately every five years. The 11th National 
Assembly of the Daoists, held in Beijing, was attended by 361 Daoist representatives from across China 
and 54 special delegates. The Director of the National Religious Affairs Administration delivered a 
speech. Daoist priest Li Guangfu 李光富, Chairman of the Chinese Daoist Association (CDA), pres­
ented the work report covering the past five years as well as plans for the upcoming five-year period. 
In accordance with the regular rotation schedule, a new leadership team for the CDA was elected: Li 
Guangfu was re-elected as Chairman. Additionally, 18 Vice-Chairpersons were elected. Kuang Sheng 
匡盛 was appointed Secretary-General. Zhang Gaocheng 张高澄 was elected Chairman of the Advi­
sory Commission, while Huang Zhi’an 黄至安 was elected Head of the newly established Supervisory 
Board. The Assembly revised the CDA’s Statutes. It adopted 11 revised regulations concerning Daoist 
affairs – including “Measures for the Administration of Daoist Temples and Monasteries” – as well as 
seven new regulations, including “Measures for the Appointment of Abbots in Daoist Temples and 
Monasteries of the Quanzhen Tradition” (www.taoist.org.cn/showInfoContent.do?id=10830&p=‘p‘). 
kwt

Buddhism

November 11, 2025:

Study session on provisions for the safekeeping of travel  
documents of Buddhist representatives

At the expanded board meeting of the Guangxi Buddhist Association, among other things, the “Provi­
sions for the Standardized Safekeeping of Travel Documents of Buddhist Representatives for Departure 
from the Country (Territory) (for Trial Implementation)” of the Chinese Buddhist Association were 
studied. This is according to a report on the website of the Guangxi Ethnic and Religious Affairs Com­
mittee. The earliest mention of this document is found in the report on a study session organized by the 
Religious Affairs Bureau of Jilin Province on September 24, 2025 (https://mw.jl.gov.cn, Sept 25, 2025; 
http://mzw.gxzf.gov.cn, November 11, 2025). The document’s contents were not disclosed. However, 
they are likely similar to those found in the provisions concerning the safekeeping of passports belong­
ing to Catholic religious personnel. kwt
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December 8, 2025:

“Symposium on the Reincarnation System of Living Buddhas in 
Tibetan Buddhism” in Shigatse

In his address at the symposium − citing the “Measures for the Administration of Reincarnations of 
Living Buddhas of Tibetan Buddhism” issued in 2007 by the National Religious Affairs Administration 
− the official, Beijing-appointed Panchen Lama emphasized that the efficacy and purity of the reincar­
nation method could only be preserved if it were conducted in accordance with laws and regulations. 
He asserted that adherence must be maintained to the principle of “search within the country, drawing 
lots from the Golden Urn, and approval by the [Chinese] Central Government” (国内寻访、金瓶掣

签、中央政府批准), as well as to the principle of independence. Under no circumstances, he stated, 
should there be any interference or control by foreign organizations or individuals. Religious repre­
sentatives from Tibet, Sichuan, Yunnan, Gansu, and Qinghai, as well as experts, delivered speeches; 
political representatives also attended the conference. The journal China’s Tibet quotes eight high-rank­
ing dignitaries of Tibetan Buddhism − including five Living Buddhas − making statements at the sym­
posium that support the viewpoint of the Panchen Lama (i.e., that of the central government). The 
symposium was organized by the Chinese Buddhist Association, according to the official conference 
report (www.chinabuddhism.com.cn Dec. 9, 2025; China’s Tibet 37 [2026] 1, pp. 14–18). 
The succession of the Dalai Lama is not addressed in the report, yet it was clearly the underlying theme 
of the symposium. On July 2, 2025 – shortly before his 90th birthday – the Dalai Lama had issued a 
“Statement Affirming the Continuation of the Institution of Dalai Lama.” In it, he affirms that the 
Gaden Phodrang Trust (the Office of the Dalai Lama) “has sole authority to recognize the future re­
incarnation; no one else has any such authority to interfere in this matter” (www.dalailama.com/news/
statement-affirming-the-continuation-of-the-institution-of-dalai-lama). kwt

December 9, 2025:

Celebration of the 30th anniversary of the enthronement of the 
official Panchen Lama

The commemorative gathering took place at Tashilhunpo Monastery, the traditional seat of the Panchen 
Lamas. According to the state news agency Xinhua, during the three-hour event, gifts were presented 
to the Panchen by monks from his own and other monasteries, by his relatives, and by members of the 
public; religious dances and sutra recitations were also performed. Lin Rui, one of the vice-chairper­
sons of the Party’s United Front Work Department, stated at the ceremony that the Central Committee 
of the CPC attaches great importance to the well-being of the Panchen; he noted that General Secretary 
Xi Jinping had already received the Panchen twice and had “expressed his earnest expectations.”
In 1995, the Chinese government abducted the reincarnation of the 10th Panchen Lama – recognized 
by the Dalai Lama – and installed its own 11th Panchen Lama. The Panchen Lamas are considered the 
second-highest spiritual authority within the Gelug school of Tibetan Buddhism, ranking after the 
Dalai Lama, and play a crucial role in identifying his reincarnation. The 11th Panchen Lama, installed 
by Beijing, is evidently being groomed for this role and is frequently afforded opportunities to make 
high-profile public appearances. For instance, on March 8, he delivered a speech before the plenary 
session of the Political Consultative Conference regarding the adaptation of religions – particularly 
Tibetan Buddhism – to socialism (Xinhua Dec. 10, 2025; March 9, 2026). kwt
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December 27, 2025:

Chinese Buddhist Association (CBA) adopts four new Measures, 
including two concerning lay Buddhists

The Board of Directors of the CBA adopted the “Measures for the Appointment of Senior Clergy at 
Sites for Han Buddhist Activities” (汉传佛教活动场所主要教职任职办法) and the “Nationwide Code 
of Conduct for Communal Living in Han Buddhist Monasteries” (全国汉传佛教寺院共住规约通

则). Of particular interest is the fact that the other two documents concern lay Buddhists ( jushi 居士); 
thus, it now appears that this group – representing the “grassroots” level of Buddhism – is also to be 
subjected to increased regulation. 
The entirely new “Measures for the Administration of Refuge-Taking Activities at Sites of the Han 
Chinese Buddhist Tradition” (汉传佛教活动场所皈依活动管理办法) address rituals such as taking 
refuge in the Three Jewels (i.e., formal lay initiation), which are conducted collectively for “individuals 
who voluntarily believe in Buddhism” within Buddhist sites [monasteries, etc.] (Article 1). This process 
requires a system of advance notification and registration. Information regarding refuge-taking activ­
ities and the associated registration formalities may be published only within the premises of the site 
itself, not on the Internet. Seven days prior to the ceremony, details regarding the venue, time, and the 
names of the officiating clergy – as well as information concerning the individuals taking refuge – must 
be submitted to the local Buddhist Association for review, and subsequently reported to the local reli­
gious affairs authorities for the record (Article 5). Individuals taking refuge must be at least 18 years of 
age and possess a basic understanding of Buddhism and the significance of taking refuge (Article 11). 
Certificates of refuge may be issued (Article 14). Activities involving the taking of refuge may not be 
combined with meditation events or volunteer training sessions (Articles 7, 17). The Buddhist Associa­
tions of the provinces must annually report data regarding refuge-taking ceremonies conducted within 
their territories – as well as the individuals participating in them – to the CBA (Article 18). 
The “Code of Conduct for Lay Buddhists” (佛教居士行为守则), adopted concurrently, provides 
guidelines for religious life; furthermore, jushi (lay Buddhists) are expected to support the Party, re­
frain from engaging in personality cults, fulfill their duties within their families and professions, and 
serve society. All documents are available at https://chinabuddhism.com.cn/web/ListInfo_fg.html. kwt

March 20, 2026:

Prosecution files charges against Shi Yongxin

On March 20, the People’s Procurator of Xinxiang City in Henan Province filed charges against the 
former Abbot of the Shaolin Temple, Shi Yongxin (civilian name: Liu Yingcheng), “on suspicion of 
embezzlement, misappropriation of funds, as well as bribery and accepting bribes in a non-state ca­
pacity.” This was reported by state media. During the investigative phase, the prosecution informed the 
defendant of his procedural rights, interrogated him, and heard the arguments of his defense counsel.
On July 27, 2025, the Shaolin Temple announced that several authorities had initiated an investigation 
against the abbot. In addition to the aforementioned criminal offenses, Shi Yongxin is also accused of 
serious violations of Buddhist monastic precepts – specifically, illicit relationships with women. On 
July 28, the Chinese Buddhist Association stripped him of his monastic status. On November 16, 2025, 
the People’s Procuratorate authorized Shi Yongxin’s formal arrest (www.chinanews.com.cn, March 20, 
2026. kwt
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Islam

December 17, 2025:

Board Meeting of the Chinese Islamic Association (CIA)

In addition to the 64 members of the CIA Board of Directors, the chairpersons of all provincial-level 
Islamic Associations also participated. The work report for 2025 and the plans for 2026 were discussed 
and approved. Furthermore, revised regulations regarding the appointment of head imams at mosques 
(伊斯兰教活动场所主要教职聘任办法) were adopted; these regulations include term limits (see the 
December 2025 entry in the “Religious Policy” section for details). In his speech, CIA Chairman Yang 
Faming 杨发明 called – among other things – for the innovative further development of the educa­
tional system. In this context, he emphasized that while the leading role of the Quranic institutes must 
be fully realized, the regionally and locally conducted “Scripture Hall Education” (jingtang jiaoyu 经
堂教育 – the traditional mosque-based education of the Hui Muslims) must also be supported to an 
appropriate extent; the latter, he noted, should be effectively integrated within the modern training 
provided by the Quranic institutes (www.chinaislam.net.cn, Dec. 18, 2025). kwt

January 9, 2026:

Chinese Quran Institute holds meeting on appointment of 
doctoral supervisors and review of dissertation topics
In his address, Yang Faming – Chairman of the Chinese Islamic Association and President of the Chi­
nese Quran Institute – emphasized that in the training of doctoral students, the correct political ori­
entation must be maintained and the Sinicization of Islam in China must be advanced. During the 
meeting, internal and external experts were appointed as doctoral supervisors for the Chinese Quran 
Institute; five doctoral students presented on the significance of their dissertation topics, their thematic 
focus, and their work plans (www.chinaislam.net.cn, Jan. 10, 2026). 
Evidently, then, doctoral programs are indeed offered at the Chinese Quran Institute in Beijing. As 
stipulated in Article 3 of the “Measures for the Conferment of Academic Titles by Institutes for Reli­
gious Education” – in force since January 1, 2025 – and in accordance with the principle of the sepa­
ration of education and religion, education at religious institutions does not constitute part of the 
state educational system; consequently, the academic degrees obtained there are valid only within the 
religious sphere. kwt

January 19–20, 2026:

Yang Faming attends the 36th International Conference of the 
Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs in Cairo
The Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs operates under the auspices of the Egyptian Ministry of Reli­
gious Endowments (Awqaf) and is headquartered at Al-Azhar in Cairo. The 36th Conference, attended 
by Islamic representatives from 60 countries, focused on the theme “Professions in Islam: Their Ethics, 
Impact, and Future in the Age of Artificial Intelligence.” In his opening address, Egyptian President 
El-Sisi wished the conference success in achieving its objectives: formulating unified strategies to com­
bat extremist ideologies, discussing the role of religious institutions in fostering social stability, and ex­
ploring opportunities for utilizing digital tools in the propagation of Islam. Yang Faming, Chairman of 
the Chinese Islamic Association (CIA), delivered a speech titled “Deepening the Interpretation of Clas­
sical Texts and Mutual Learning Among Civilizations in the Contemporary Context.” In it, he outlined 
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the experience of Chinese Islam regarding the “Integration of Islam and Confucianism” (伊儒会通), 
the application of AI in the study of classical texts [the Quran, etc.], as well as the concepts of a sense of 
homeland and a “community of common destiny for mankind,” according to a report published on the 
CIA website (www.chinaislam.net.cn, Jan. 23, 2026; https://sis.gov.eg/en [State Information Service, 
Egypt], Jan. 17, 2026). kwt

Protestant Churches

November 4, 2025:

80 years of Tianfeng
On November 4, the 80th anniversary of the Protestant monthly journal Tianfeng (天风, literally trans­
lated as “Heavenly Wind”) was commemorated with a symposium held in Chengdu, the journal’s birth­
place. The group of just over 50 participants consisted of authors and leaders from Christian umbrella 
organizations, staff members from the Religious Culture Publishing House (宗教文化出版社) and the 
journal Zhongguo Zongjiao (中国宗教 – Religion in China), as well as government representatives. In 
an opening address, Xu Xiaohong, General Secretary of the Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM), 
paid tribute to Wu Yaozong (Y.T. Wu 吴耀宗; 1893–1979) – the founder of Tianfeng and a leading 
figure of the TSPM during the 1950s. Xu noted that Wu had viewed China’s contemporary challenges 
through the lens of his “revolutionary Christian faith” (gemingxing de xinyang 革命性的信仰) and had 
utilized Tianfeng as a mouthpiece for promoting “love of country and love of religion” (aiguo aijiao 爱
国爱教). Shan Weixiang 单渭祥, who served as Tianfeng’s editor-in-chief for twelve years until 2021, 
likened the journal to a diary – one that has accompanied generations of believers and has consistently 
conveyed the light of faith. Pastor Xu Yulan 徐玉兰, Chair of the TSPM in Shanghai, emphasized 
the magazine’s deep roots in the city of Shanghai. She noted that valuable historical materials for the 
study of the Three-Self Patriotic Movement can also be found there. Following this, the current edi­
tor-in-chief of Tianfeng, Pastor Dr. Hao Zhiqiang 蒿志强, gave an overview of the issues planned for 
2026, and participants suggested more actively involving the grassroots of the church congregations in 
the publication and giving the “Heavenly Wind” a firmer grounding in the “mist of the local soil [diqi 
地气]” (www.ccctspm.org/newsinfo/19647). Isabel Friemann, China InfoStelle

December 13–18, 2025:

Coercive measures against Yayang Church in Wenzhou

Between December 13 and 18, a massive and heavily armed police force carried out local road checks, 
searches of private residences, and arrests of more than 100 members of the Yayang Church (雅阳教

堂) in a rural area within the administrative district of the autonomous city of Wenzhou. Most of them 
were released after just a few hours. As early as June 2025, government officials had forcibly entered the 
church premises to install the national flag and surveillance cameras – two mandated measures that the 
church leadership had never implemented. A manhunt for the brothers Lin Enzhao and Lin Enci – sus­
pected of being the ringleaders – labeled them as alleged criminals. They were arrested in January; by the 
end of January, a total of 12 members of the congregation remained in custody. Photographs and satellite 
imagery published by international media outlets – including the BBC and Le Monde – document the 
dismantling of the large red cross atop the church steeple on January 8; several of the church’s auxiliary 
buildings were reportedly demolished as well (Bitter Winter Dec. 22, 2025; Le Monde Jan. 30, 2026; www.
bbc.com/zhongwen/articles/cg7y053kkyko/trad, Jan. 9, 2026).  Isabel Friemann, China InfoStelle
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January 6, 2026:

New arrests at Early Rain Covenant Church

The Early Rain Covenant Church (秋雨圣约教会) in Chengdu – renowned for its openly regime-
critical leader Wang Yi 王怡 – has once again been the target of a sweeping police operation. On 
January 6, the homes of seven evangelists and volunteers active within the congregation were raided; 
all suspects were taken into custody, while two other congregation members remain missing. Among 
those arrested were Elder Li Yingqiang and Pastor Dai Zhichao; both have previously endured a series 
of house raids and arrests, while other congregation members have since left China. The police action 
was justified on suspicion of “picking quarrels and provoking trouble.” Wang Yi has been serving a 
nine-year prison sentence since December 2019. The Early Rain Covenant Church was founded in May 
2008 by human rights lawyer Wang Yi (b. 1973), just days after the devastating Sichuan earthquake. 
Wang Yi was already regarded as an influential intellectual in southern China when he was baptized 
in 2005 and gathered a Bible study group around him; his ordination as a pastor followed shortly af­
ter the founding of his congregation. In 2018 – amid the introduction of new religious regulations in 
China that effectively outlawed all house churches – Wang Yi gained prominence through a protest 
letter that prioritized allegiance to Jesus above the influence of any secular power and presented a 
reasoned defense of the legality of house churches. His letter was signed by over 100 house churches. 
Today, a global network – comprising predominantly Chinese Christian supporters – reports on events 
within the church and calls for solidarity in prayer, for instance via YouTube. The congregation also 
maintains its own dedicated news channel on Telegram (Bitter Winter Jan. 9, 2026; www.youtube.com/
watch?v=F3Q149rk31Q; https://t.me/s/earlyraincovenantchurch). Isabel Friemann, China InfoStelle

January 16, 2026:

China Christian Council (CCC) and the Three-Self Patriotic 
Movement (TSPM) enact new measures

On January 16, four new sets of measures addressing various ecclesiastical matters were published on 
the website of the China Christian Council (CCC) and the Three-Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM), 
coming into effect simultaneously. No details were provided regarding the specific body, location, or 
date of the measures’ adoption. These measures represent a new level of authority – vested in the Prot­
estant umbrella organizations – to establish religious policy regulations, coupled with an expanded 
mandate to investigate violations of these rules and to impose penalties or suspensions. In other words, 
this marks a further step in the transfer of both responsibility for – and control over – the politically 
compliant practice of religion in China; in this instance, this authority is being shifted away from the 
National Religious Affairs Administration and into the hands of the Protestant associations. 
The following regulatory frameworks were newly enacted: “Measures for the Administration of 
Evangelists in Chinese Protestant Churches” (中国基督教传道员管理办法, www.ccctspm.org/
cppccinfo/19945); “Measures for the Appointment of Senior Religious Personnel in Chinese Protes­
tant Churches (for Trial Implementation)” (中国基督教教堂主要教职人员任职办法[试行], www.
ccctspm.org/cppccinfo/19946); “Measures for the Administration of Group Activities in Chinese Prot­
estant Sites” (中国基督教场所团契活动管理办法, www.ccctspm.org/cppccinfo/19947), and “Code 
of Conduct for Protestant Religious Personnel” (中国基督教教职人员行为规范, www.ccctspm.org/
cppccinfo/19949). The latter document is a revised edition of the “Code of Conduct for Protestant 
Church Personnel” dated September 23, 2019. Far more comprehensive and detailed are the “Meas­
ures for the Administration of Religious Personnel” issued by the National Religious Affairs Ad­
ministration, which entered into force on May 1, 2021, for religious personnel of all faiths in China. 
Isabel Friemann, China InfoStelle
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January 21, 2026:

Affirmation of the “Regulations on the Ideological and Political 
Work of the CPC” 

On January 21 – just a few days after the publication and entry into force of new measures and codes 
of conduct for various spheres of church life by the Protestant umbrella organizations themselves (see 
above) – the website of the CCC/TSPM (China Christian Council and Three-Self Patriotic Movement) 
published a detailed exposition on the positive benefits of the new “Regulations on the Ideological and 
Political Work of the Communist Party of China” (中国共产党思想政治工作条例), issued by the 
CPC in late September 2025. The article originally appeared on the social media platform of the Na­
tional Religious Affairs Administration as part of the series “Non-Party Members Discuss Ideological 
and Political Work.” Speaking on behalf of the leadership of the Protestant umbrella organizations, Pas­
tor Shan Weixiang 单渭祥 – Vice President of the China Christian Council, with a permanent office 
at the CCC/TSPM headquarters in Shanghai – explains that the ideological and political leadership of 
religious communities by the CPC serves both to support the Sinicization of religions and to facilitate 
their adaptation to socialist society; furthermore, it ensures the healthy development of religions and 
mobilizes the majority of believers to cooperate in realizing the “Chinese Dream” in the new era. The 
CCC and TSPM have always upheld the banner of patriotism; for them, intensifying ideological and 
political leadership by the Party is a top priority. This strategic focus must encompass all processes of 
theological education, as well as supplementary and continuing education for faculty members, and all 
activities within churches and congregations. Courses and programs focusing on traditional Chinese 
cultural heritage – such as calligraphy, painting, or music – should serve to strengthen awareness of 
China’s magnificent culture. Public relations efforts should focus more on fostering an understanding 
of the law and highlighting the contribution of Chinese Protestant Christianity to national security. 
Believers should learn to recognize and guard against the exploitation of Christianity by foreign forces 
for purposes of infiltration. If the Christian community thoroughly studies and understands the regu­
lations of the CPC, it will not only project a positive image of Christianity within society, but also serve 
as an active force in the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation (www.ccctspm.org/newsinfo/19965). Isabel 
Friemann, China InfoStelle

March 4–11, 2026:

Delegates from the CCC/TSPM attend the National People’s 
Congress

A delegation of nine leaders from the Protestant umbrella organizations – the Three-Self Patriotic 
Movement (TSPM) and the China Christian Council (CCC) – participated in the 4th Session of the 
14th National People’s Congress, which convened from March 4 to 11 at the Great Hall of the People. In 
addition to the highest-ranking representatives of Protestant Christianity at the national level – TSPM 
General Secretary Xu Xiaohong and CCC President Wu Wei – almost all of the delegates hold senior 
leadership positions within the CCC/TSPM at the provincial or municipality-level, as well as deputy 
positions within the two umbrella organizations at the national level. These delegates are Pan Xingxing 
(TSPM Zhejiang), Gao Ming (CCC Shandong), Jin Yunpeng (CCC Hebei), Xu Yulan (TSPM Shang­
hai), Zhang Keyun (TSPM Jiangsu), Wu Weiqing (TSPM Beijing), and Fan Hongen (CCC Guangdong) 
(www.ccctspm.org/newsinfo/20096). Isabel Friemann, China InfoStelle
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Catholic Church 

December 5, 2025:

Li Jianlin consecrated bishop of Xinxiang in Henan Province

Bishop Li Shan of Beijing consecrated Fr. Francis Li Jianlin 李建林 as the local bishop of Xinxiang. The 
co-consecrators were Bishops Wang Yuesheng of Zhengzhou, Zhang Yinlin of Anyang, and Jin Lugang 
of Nanyang – all three from Henan Province. Fr. Yang Yu, Secretary General of the Chinese Bishops’ 
Conference, read the letter of approval from the Bishops’ Conference. On April 30, 2025, Li Jianlin had 
been elected as the episcopal candidate for Xinxiang. On the day of the consecration, the Holy See Press 
Office announced that Pope Leo XIV appointed him bishop of the Apostolic Prefecture of Xinxiang on 
August 11, 2025, after “having accepted the resignation from the pastoral care of the same Apostolic 
Prefecture presented by Bishop Joseph Zhang Weizhu” (for more information on his official retirement, 
see below). – Bishop Li Jianlin was born in 1975. He studied theology in Hebei Province – according to 
the Holy See Press Office, at the seminaries of Zhengding and Yixian –, meaning he studied within the 
underground Church. He was ordained priest in 1999. In 2013, he was appointed by the official Church 
as the leader of the Diocese of Xinxiang, even though, from the perspective of canon law, the diocese 
already had a bishop at that time – one who was not, however, recognized by the state: Bishop Zhang 
Weizhu (www.chinacatholic.cn/ccic/report/2512/0064-1.htm; https://https://press.vatican.va/content/
salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2025/12/06/251206c.html). kwt

December 6, 2025:

Underground bishop Zhang Weizhu of Xinxiang officially granted 
emeritus status

At the ceremony marking the retirement of Bishop Joseph Zhang Weizhu 张维柱, Fr. Yang Yu – Sec­
retary-General of the Chinese Bishops’ Conference – read aloud the letter of approval issued by the 
Bishops’ Conference. On the same day, Matteo Bruni, Director of the Holy See Press Office, stated: 
“We are pleased to learn that today the episcopal dignity of His Excellency Giuseppe Zhang Weizhu, 
bishop emeritus of the Apostolic Prefecture of Xinxiang (Henan, Mainland China), has been civilly 
recognized.” He noted that this recognition was the result of dialogue between the Holy See and the 
Chinese authorities. According to the official Chinese report, Bishop Zhang allegedly pledged in his 
retirement speech to uphold the principle of the Church’s independence and the policy of Sinicization. 
However, a report in AsiaNews deems this unlikely. According to a commentary published therein by 
an underground priest, Bishop Zhang was reportedly pressured to submit his resignation. He is said to 
have made it a condition that provisions be made for the underground priests and religious Sisters of 
the diocese; however, this reportedly did not happen. Furthermore, Bishop Zhang was reportedly not 
permitted to attend the episcopal ordination of his successor. “Bishop Zhang Weizhu is still under strict 
surveillance, deprived of freedom; his family cannot even see him or receive a sign of his safety, and yet 
the world is being told that he has been made ‘emeritus’,” a source from Henan reported to AsiaNews.
Bishop Zhang Weizhu is 67 years old. Due to his refusal to recognize the Patriotic Association, he 
has spent many years under surveillance and is subject to restrictions on his freedom. In 2021, he 
was detained in Hebei along with ten priests and ten seminarians, and remained missing for an ex­
tended period (www.chinacatholic.cn/ccic/report/2512/0077-1.htm; https://press.vatican.va/content/
salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2025/12/06/251206d.html; AsiaNews Feb. 21, 2022; Dec. 12, 2025; 
see also RCTC 2021, no. 3, p. 13; 2022, no. 2, p. 12; 2022, no. 3, p. 13). kwt
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December 16, 2025:

Catholic governing bodies adopt new regulations, including 
provisions for international travel by clergy and sisters

The Joint Conference of Leaders of the Chinese Catholic “One Association, One Conference” (i.e., the 
Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association and the Chinese Bishops’ Conference) adopted the “Code of 
Conduct for Chinese Catholic Religious Personnel” (中国天主教教职人员行为规范) and the “Meas­
ures for the Appointment of Senior Religious Personnel at Sites for Catholic Activities” (中国天主教

活动场所主要教职任职管理办法) – the latter featuring a new term limit for senior parish priests 
(see the December 2025 entry in the “Religious Policy” section). The third newly adopted document is 
titled “Provisions for the Standardized Safekeeping of Travel Documents for Catholic Religious Person­
nel for Departure from the Country (Territory) (for Trial Implementation)” (关于规范管理天主教教

职人员出国 [境] 证照收存的规定 [试行]). It stipulates that bishops, priests, deacons, and religious 
Sisters must surrender their travel documents (passports, as well as travel permits for Hong Kong, Ma­
cau, and Taiwan) to the Catholic governing bodies or dioceses for safekeeping. These documents may 
be released only temporarily for travel that has been approved by both the Catholic governing bodies 
and state authorities. The approved travel itinerary must be strictly adhered to, and a report must 
be submitted following the trip. The three new documents were not published on the website of the 
Catholic governing bodies; the text of the regulations regarding the safekeeping of travel documents 
became known through the organization ChinaAid (www.chinacatholic.cn/ccic/report/2512/0308-1.
htm; www.chinaaid.net/2026/01/log-post_838.html). – Regarding the safekeeping of travel documents, 
see also the entry dated November 11, 2025, in the “Buddhism” section. kwt

January 15, 2026:

Diocese of Pingliang: Retirement of Bishop Han Jide and succession 
to the diocese by Coadjutor Bishop Li Hui

With the retirement of 85-year-old Bishop Han Jide 韩纪德 – an event celebrated at the Cathedral of 
Pingliang (Gansu Province) – Coadjutor Bishop Li Hui 李辉 automatically succeeded him as the Or­
dinary of the diocese. Bishop Han Jide was born in Sanyuan in 1940; he was ordained a priest in 1985 
and consecrated Bishop of Pingliang in 1999. According to Fides, he belongs to the Capuchin Order 
(OFMCap). Bishop Li Hui (b. 1972) was consecrated Coadjutor Bishop with the right of succession on 
July 28, 2021, in accordance with the Sino-Vatican Agreement. According to Fides, the diocese cur­
rently comprises approximately 12,000 Catholics, about 20 priests, and 18 Sisters of the Holy Family 
(www.chinacatholic.cn, Jan. 23, 2026; Fides Jan. 23, 2026). kwt

Sino-Vatican Relations

January 6, 2026:

Conclusion of the 2025 Holy Year – China ranks 8th in pilgrim 
statistics

According to official counts, over 33 million pilgrims from around the world traveled to Rome for the 
Holy Year. Data collection was carried out at the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica using a digital system, 
while at the other three papal basilicas, figures were determined through estimates and counts con­
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ducted by volunteers; additionally, registrations for – and attendance at – major events were taken into 
account. In the country-by-country statistics, pilgrims from China secured 8th place – accounting for 
2.79% of all pilgrims –, ranking ahead of Mexico (9th place, 2.37%) and France (10th place, 2.31%), and 
just behind Poland (5th place, 3.69%), Germany (6th place, 3.16%), and Great Britain (7th place, 2.81%). 
Even tiny Taiwan managed to break into the top 25, landing in 20th place (0.54%) – positioned between 
Austria and Switzerland (https://zenit.org/2026/01/06/the-ten-countries-that-contributed-the-most-
pilgrims-to-the-jubilee-and-other-surprising-interesting-data; Agenzia Info Salesiana Jan. 8, 2026). – 
The 2025 Holy Year was celebrated with great intensity within the Catholic Church in China. kwt

Hong Kong 

December 8, 2025 – December 8, 2026:

Celebrations marking the 80th anniversary of the founding of the 
Diocese of Hong Kong

The jubilee year marking the 80th anniversary of the founding (1946–2026) is celebrated under the 
theme “Messengers of Hope.” It was inaugurated on December 8, 2025 – the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary – which also serves as the patronal feast day for both the Diocese and the Ca­
thedral of Hong Kong. The jubilee year will conclude on December 8, 2026. In addition to Cardinal 
Stephen Chow Sau-yan, SJ, Bishop of Hong Kong, and the bishops emeriti – Cardinal Joseph Zen 
Ze-kiun, SDB, and Cardinal John Tong Hon – the solemn Eucharistic celebration marking the opening 
of the jubilee year was attended by high-ranking clergy from both home and abroad. Among them were 
Cardinal Tarcisius Isao Kikuchi, SVD, Archbishop of Tokyo and President of Caritas Internationalis, 
as well as Oscar Cantú, Bishop of San José, California. Bishop Franz-Josef Overbeck of Essen Diocese 
also participated in the festivities, accompanied by a small delegation from his diocese. Essen has main­
tained a partnership with the Diocese of Hong Kong for over 60 years and has funded the construction 
of several churches in Hong Kong. Two days earlier, on December 6, a grand anniversary concert – the 
“Jubilee Hymnal Exchange Concert” – was held at St. Francis of Assisi Church, featuring choirs from 
Daegu, Hong Kong, Macau, Mongolia, San José, Taipei, and Tokyo; Cardinal Chow had invited these 
groups, comprising over 300 singers, to participate in the event.
On January 18, Curial Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle – Pro-Prefect of the Section for the First Evan­
gelization and New Particular Churches of the Dicastery for Evangelization – participated in a public 
gathering for music and prayer held at Chater Garden. The maternal grandparents of the Filipino car­
dinal hailed from China. “Cardinal Tagle expressed his hope that the face of Jesus will always shine on 
Hong Kong and that Hong Kong may always rejoice in His face,” reported Vatican News. Christians, he 
noted, are called upon to “bring hope to society.” During the event, prayers were recited in Cantonese, 
Mandarin, Tagalog, Korean, Vietnamese, and French. Hong Kong’s Chief Executive, John Lee, was also 
in attendance. In his address, John Lee – himself a Catholic – highlighted the Diocese’s long-standing 
presence in the city and its recognized contribution to Hong Kong’s development. He called for con­
tinued cooperation between the Diocese, the government, and the general public to foster a harmoni­
ous and united society (see the report in LiCAS). 
Additional initiatives are youth activities and a Taizé youth meeting from April 30 to May 3; an exhi­
bition on the history of the diocese, to be held at Saint Francis University in May; an Open Day at the 
Holy Spirit Seminary and College on October 1; Caritas charity bazaars in early November; and the 
closing Mass on December 8 (LiCAS Jan. 20, 2026; Vatican News Dec. 15, 2025; Jan. 26, 2026; for details 
on the jubilee events, see: https://jubilee2025.catholic.org.hk/en/elementor-21482/). kf
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January 7, 2026:

Pope Leo receives Cardinal Zen of Hong Kong

As announced by the Holy See Press Office, Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-kiun, SDB, was received in audience 
by Pope Leo XIV on January 7. The 94-year-old Bishop Emeritus of Hong Kong was in Rome to partici­
pate in the Extraordinary Consistory of Cardinals with the Pope on January 7 and 8 (Vatican News Jan. 7, 
2026; https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2026/01/07/0015/00029.html). kf

February 5, 2026:

Hong Kong Student Federation dissolves

Founded in 1958, the Hong Kong Federation of Students (HKFS) is dissolving itself due to “increasingly 
severe pressure,” as it announced on February 5. The federation was composed of student unions from 
various higher education institutions across Hong Kong. In its early years, the HKFS was a pro-Beijing 
student group; however, since the 1980s, it has supported pro-democracy forces in both Hong Kong 
and Mainland China. Among other things, it was a founding member of the alliance that organized 
the annual commemorative vigil in Hong Kong for the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre in Beijing 
– an event that has been banned since 2020. In 2014, the HKFS initiated a class boycott as part of the 
“Occupy Central” (or “Umbrella”) movement, which demanded free elections and featured protests 
that effectively paralyzed business activity in Hong Kong. The federation also played a pivotal role in 
the mass protests of 2019. “Regrettably, due to changing circumstances, members of the student federa­
tion and their allies have been subjected to increasingly severe pressure in recent years. After carefully 
weighing all factors, the student federation has decided to cease operations today,” the group stated in 
a Facebook post. “We have never been absent from major political and social events throughout the 
years,” the HKFS noted, highlighting the organization’s role in championing social causes and fighting 
for reform. The decision was “very difficult and painful,” Isaac Lai, chair of the HKFS representative 
council, said. “Our members have all faced increasing risks or pressures. We made this decision under 
a circumstance of no alternative, with no other choice,” Lai said according to AFP. Several HKFS mem­
bers received threatening letters or were subjected to stalking, Lai added. 
Following the enactment of the National Security Law in Hong Kong in 2020, an increasing number 
of student associations were dissolved or had their activities restricted. In December 2025, a student 
union at Hong Kong Baptist University was suspended after posting a message of condolence on a cam­
pus wall following a devastating fire in a residential complex in late November. Lai, according to AFP, 
stated that student participation in Hong Kong’s civil society through institutional and organizational 
channels had become ”extremely difficult,” but that they would nonetheless continue to raise their 
voices against social injustice. “We must all still cherish the power of the individual,” he said (AFP via 
UCAN Feb. 6, 2026; Statement by the student association: www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1
348794637290605&id=100064802438178&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=ZLtFasfGldcpZZam#). kf

February 9, 2026 / March 6, 2026:

Verdict announced: 20 years in prison for publisher Jimmy Lai – 
he will not appeal

The 78-year-old founder of the Apple Daily newspaper – which ceased publication in 2021 – and a 
pro-democracy advocate detained in Hong Kong since 2020, was found guilty in December 2025 under 
the National Security Law of “collusion with foreign forces” and “sedition” (specifically, “seditious pub­
lications”). On February 9, he was sentenced to a prison term of 20 years. Lai has already served two 
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years and will be required to serve another 18 years in custody, according to the judges’ ruling. “The 
prosecution accused Lai of being the mastermind behind two alleged conspiracies in which foreign 
powers were called upon to take measures against Hong Kong or China,” summarizes the Tagesschau. 
Lai had pleaded not guilty. The verdict drew strong criticism from around the world. Human rights or­
ganizations such as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International sharply condemned the lengthy 
prison sentence. Among others, the British government and US President Donald Trump had called 
for Lai’s release. Anitta Hipper, the European Commission’s lead spokesperson for foreign affairs and 
security policy, stated that the EU “‘deplores’ Lai’s sentencing and called for his ‘immediate and uncon­
ditional release,’” according to The Pillar.
Jimmy Lai is a Catholic; his wife, Teresa, and daughter, Claire Lai, were able to speak with Pope Leo 
XIV on October 15 of last year following a General Audience. The family remains deeply concerned 
about Jimmy Lai’s health. “Sentencing my father to this draconian prison term is devastating for our 
family and life-threatening for my father,” declared Lai’s son Sebastian, according to a report by the 
Tagesschau. Claire Lai stated that, should the sentence be carried out, her father would die “as a martyr 
behind bars.” According to The Pillar, Claire argued that her father’s continued imprisonment was a 
political decision and, as such, could ultimately only be reversed by the political authorities in Beijing. 
However, Lai’s daughter also noted that her father views his time in prison as a period of “evangeliza­
tion” – even during his solitary confinement. 
Pope Leo – who, on the evening of March 3, was asked in passing by a reporter from the Catholic TV 
network EWTN whether he could offer any comments regarding Jimmy Lai, who had been sentenced 
to 20 years in prison – replied that he could not comment on that.
On the day the verdict was handed down, the official English-language Chinese daily Global Times de­
scribed it as “gratifying to see that the chief instigator behind Hong Kong’s riots has finally faced legal 
punishment for his numerous crimes.” The trial and the court’s reasoning, the paper argued, “laid out 
facts that have enabled both Hong Kong society and the international community to clearly see how 
Lai, as the No. 1 agent cultivated by the US in Hong Kong, systematically and deliberately assisted his 
‘masters’ in orchestrating a ‘color revolution’ in the city.” Many of Lai’s remarks, the paper claimed, “re­
vealed a primitive admiration for the US and the West.” At the same time, Lai harbored “deep hostility 
toward China,” according to the Global Times.
On March 6, Jimmy Lai’s legal team announced that their client would not appeal his conviction for 
violating the national security law in Hong Kong. Eight other defendants – including six former senior 
staff members of Apple Daily – were sentenced to prison terms of up to ten years in the same case. With 
the exception of Lai, all had pleaded guilty.
The 94-year-old Cardinal Joseph Zen, SDB, Bishop Emeritus of Hong Kong– who baptized Jimmy Lai 
in 1997 and is a close friend of the Lai family – accompanied Lai’s wife into the courtroom both in 
December and during the sentencing hearing.
In a separate case, a court ruling involving Jimmy Lai yielded a more positive outcome. On February 
26, the Hong Kong Court of Appeal overturned the 2022 convictions of Lai and another defendant; 
they had been accused of the illegal subletting of office space. At the time, Lai had been sentenced to 
nearly six years in prison for fraud. However, this does not alter his total prison sentence following the 
new court ruling (AFP via UCAN March 6, 2026; BBC Feb. 26, 2026; Global Times Feb. 9, 2026; Reuters 
Connect Feb. 9, 2026, with photos of Cardinal Zen and Teresa Lai; Tagesschau Feb. 9, 2026; The Catholic 
Herald March 4, 2026; www.youtube.com/shorts/VaWW7YOXn_w, featuring a statement by Pope Leo 
XIV on March 3, 2026). kf
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February 10, 2026:

China’s State Council releases White Paper on Hong Kong

The White Paper is titled “Hong Kong: Safeguarding China’s National Security Under the Framework 
of One Country, Two Systems.” As reported on the official Chinese website xinhuanet.com (German 
edition) on February 10, the White Paper “details the unremitting struggle to safeguard national secu­
rity in Hong Kong and the central government’s fundamental responsibility regarding national security 
matters concerning Hong Kong. Furthermore, it outlines the achievements of the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region (HKSAR) in fulfilling its constitutional responsibility to safeguard national se­
curity, Hong Kong’s transition from turmoil to stability and prosperity, and the efforts to establish 
high-level security to ensure the high-quality development of the ‘One Country, Two Systems’ policy.” 
According to the Hong Kong newspaper South China Morning Post, Hong Kong Chief Executive John 
Lee Ka-chiu stated that the White Paper – published one day after the sentencing of former media 
tycoon Jimmy Lai to 20 years in prison for crimes against national security (see entry above dated Feb­
ruary 9, 2026 / March 6, 2026) – serves as a stern warning to “traitors who betrayed the country and 
Hong Kong.” Indeed, Jimmy Lai is explicitly named in the White Paper here (Lai Chee-ying). Accord­
ing to Reuters, Lee added that the authorities needed to remain vigilant against national security risks.
The White Paper consists of a preface, five chapters, and a conclusion. It marks the third White Paper 
on Hong Kong, following those released in 2014 (“The Practice of the ‘One Country, Two Systems’ 
Policy in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region”) and 2021 (“Hong Kong: Democratic Prog­
ress Under the Framework of One Country, Two Systems”). A significant portion of the text is devoted 
to past events in Hong Kong, which the 2026 White Paper describes – and in some cases, condemns 
– using language that is at times stark. There is much talk of “anti-China agitators” and “anti-China 
forces,” as well as “hostile foreign forces.” Equally frequent is the appearance of the word “patriots”– 
individuals who, it is now asserted, occupy the key political positions in Hong Kong. Two sections 
address the practice of religion: Point III.3 concerns the safeguarding of prisoners’ rights: “The HKSAR 
government provides a secure, humane, appropriate, and healthy custodial environment for all pris­
oners, guaranteeing their access to essential medical services, mental health counseling, and religious 
services.” Point IV.4 states: “As long as they abide by HKSAR laws, individuals of all political stances or 
beliefs can live, work, and study freely in Hong Kong.” The US think tank Jamestown offers an inter­
esting assessment of the White Paper: “The white paper’s deliberate reframing of Hong Kong’s democ­
ratization movements and civil liberties struggles suggests that efforts to control historical memory will 
continue” (Reuters Feb. 10, 2026; South China Morning Post Feb. 10, 2026; https://german.news.cn/20260
210/0be9763e4fa444d88d746345c3c5a570/c.html; English text of the White Paper at http://english.scio.
gov.cn/whitepapers/2026-02/10/content_118326409.html; https://jamestown.org/white-paper-increase
s-securitization-of-hong-kong). kf

February 23, 2026:

Hong Kong Court of Appeal upholds sentences against twelve 
detained pro-democracy activists

On February 23, Hong Kong’s High Court upheld a series of convictions and sentences against activists 
who had been detained in 2020 on charges of subversion under the National Security Law. They are 
among 45 opposition figures who were sentenced to prison terms in 2024 for organizing unofficial 
primary elections. Among them are former pro-democracy lawmaker Leung Kwok-hung – known 
as “Long Hair”– and former journalist Gwyneth Ho. The 2020 primaries were intended to boost the 
chances of pro-democracy lawmakers securing a majority in the Legislative Council so that – accord­
ing to AFP – “they could then threaten to veto the city budget unless the government accepted de­
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mands like universal suffrage.” The appeals filed by the twelve were heard last year. On February 23, 
High Court Chief Judge Jeremy Poon dismissed them. – In late June 2020, Beijing imposed the Na­
tional Security Law on Hong Kong. The following month, a large number of voters participated in the 
primaries to select pro-democracy candidates for a Legislative Council election scheduled for later 
that year. That election was later postponed. A few months later, authorities arrested the opposition 
leaders. The group, aged between 28 and 69, included democratically elected lawmakers and district 
councilors, as well as trade unionists, academics, and other individuals. “At their trial, judges said their 
plan to scupper the budget would have caused a ‘constitutional crisis’,” AFP reported. “The 45 convicted 
activists received sentences ranging from four years and two months to ten years. Eighteen defendants 
who did not appeal have already been released after serving their prison sentences” (AFP via UCAN 
Feb. 23, 2026). kf

February 26, 2026:

Hong Kong sentences father of wanted activist in exile to eight 
months in prison

On February 26, a Hong Kong court sentenced the 69-year-old father of Anna Kwok to eight months 
in prison under the National Security Law, after Kwok Yin-sang allegedly attempted to terminate his 
daughter’s insurance policy and withdraw funds. Specifically, he was charged under the law with “di­
rectly or indirectly” handling the assets of a fugitive. Acting Principal Magistrate Cheng Lim-chi, ac­
cording to AFP, stated that while Kwok Yin-sang was not directly involved in acts that endangered 
national security, “the nature of his actions was still serious.” Anna Kwok Fung-yee, born in Hong Kong 
in 1997, resides in the United States. She is one of 34 activists currently wanted by Hong Kong’s national 
security police. The 29-year-old is accused of collusion with foreign forces. The government of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region has issued an arrest warrant for her and placed a bounty of 
1 million Hong Kong dollars (approx. 110,000 euros) on her head. Anna Kwok serves as Board Director 
of the advocacy group Hong Kong Democracy Council (HKDC) – a non-partisan, non-profit organi­
zation based in Washington, D.C., working “for Hong Kong’s pro-democracy movement and Hong 
Kongers in the United States,” according to the organization’s website. Her father and brother were 
arrested by Hong Kong police last year on suspicion of handling her financial assets; however, only her 
father was charged. Her father’s indictment, Anna Kwok stated on the HKDC website, represents an 
act of retaliation by the “Hong Kong government [...] against me and my community for our advocacy.” 
The insurance policy in question, she noted, was a policy her father had taken out for the family in 
1999, and she had never been the policyholder. Elaine Pearson, Asia director at Human Rights Watch, 
according to Reuters said that punishing a father for his daughter’s peaceful activism is “an alarming 
act of collective punishment that has no place under international human rights law.” It marked the 
first instance in which a family member of activists wanted abroad was punished. According to AFP, by 
early February, a total of 386 individuals had been arrested for various crimes against national security, 
176 of whom had already been convicted (AFP via UCAN Feb. 27, 2026; BBC Feb. 26, 2026; Reuters 
Feb. 11, 2026; Tages-Anzeiger Feb. 26, 2026; www.hkdc.us; www.hkdc.us/press-release/crossing-a-new-
line%3A-the-conviction-of-anna-kwok’s-father). kf
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Macau

January 23, 2026:

Diocese of Macau celebrates 450th founding anniversary

On January 23, a festive Mass was held at the Cathedral of Macau, marking the opening of the cel­
ebrations and initiatives commemorating the 450th anniversary of the Diocese of Macau (1576–2026). 
The jubilee is being celebrated in all parishes throughout the diocese and will conclude on January 23, 
2027. The Diocese of Macau was established on January 23, 1576, by Pope Gregory XIII through the 
papal bull Super Specula Militantis Ecclesiae, and is regarded as the “Mother Diocese” of the Far East. It 
served as a point of departure for many missionaries. At the time, the territory of the diocese extended 
across China, Japan, Korea, Tonkin (Northern Vietnam), and as far as the Malay Islands. As noted on 
the diocese’s website, over the course of 400 years, the territories administered by the diocese have 
evolved into “more than 100 autonomous circumscriptions.” “The present scope of the Diocese of Ma­
cau covers the territory of Macau, with nine parishes, 31 educational establishments, 23 social service 
institutions.  Moreover, it runs a Social Communication Centre, publishing outfits and pastoral centers. 
There are priests and brothers about 80 [sic!] in the Diocese, 199 religious sisters, and around 30,000 
lay faithful,” states the website. The pastoral letter issued by Bishop Stephen Lee Bun Sang on January 
6, 2026 – marking the 450th anniversary of the diocese’s founding – bears the title: “From Macau to 
the World: We Build Future with an Eye to the Past; Witness to the Heritage, Mission in the World.” 
In this letter, the Bishop traces the history of the diocese. Throughout the year, events will include – 
among other things – processions and concerts featuring sacred music. The festivities, according to the 
bishop, will reach their climax with the “Grand Celebration Ceremony and Mass” on October 31. In 
the middle of the year, the Catholic Centre described as “the Diocese’s new landmark” will also be inau­
gurated, featuring two special exhibitions dedicated to the jubilee theme. On November 28, a diocesan 
festival for families will take place, followed on December 5 by a youth gathering held under the motto 
“Walking Together, Setting Sail Anew.” A symposium and a panel discussion involving school princi­
pals are also scheduled, focusing on the topic “Catholic Education’s Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow” 
(AsiaNews Jan. 18, 2026; Fides Jan. 22, 2026; Vatican News Aug. 30, 2023; history of the Diocese: www.
catholic.org.mo/en/page-77; Pastoral Letter: www.catholic.org.mo/en/list-175/1651). kf

Taiwan

December 5, 2025:

Pope Leo writes to Catholic Fu Jen University in Taiwan on its 
centenary

As reported by Vatican News on December 5, Pope Leo XIV, in a message addressed to the Rector of Fu 
Jen University in New Taipei City – Francis Lan Yi-Chen –, highlighted the value of higher education 
inspired by the Gospel. “The combined application of intellect and faith enables individuals to attain 
the full measure of their humanity,” the Pope wrote. Pope Leo specifically emphasized that the institu­
tion – originally founded in 1925 at the behest of the Holy See and re-established in Taiwan in 1961 – is 
“the only institution of higher learning established by the Holy See in the Mandarin-speaking world.”
The Pope – according to Vatican News – expressed his hope that the centenary would “rekindle in all 
members of the University community a renewed commitment to be witnesses of wisdom and hope in 
a rapidly changing world” – particularly “at a time in which advances in technology, shifting cultural 
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landscapes, and new ethical questions call for a clear moral compass guided by the light of Christ.” Fu 
Jen University “has helped form men and women who contribute to society with wisdom, integrity, and 
compassion,” as the Pope said. As part of the celebrations marking the university’s centenary, on De­
cember 5 a Mass was celebrated in the Catholic university’s chapel, presided over by Peter Lau Cheng-
chung, Archbishop of Kaohsiung. The Pope’s message was read out during this Holy Mass.
Catholic Fu Jen University was founded in Peking in 1925 by American Benedictines, acting on the 
mandate of Pope Pius XI. Due to the global economic crisis of the 1930s – and the resulting lack of 
financial resources – the Vatican transferred the administration of the university to the Society of the 
Divine Word (SVD) in 1933. The university went on to become one of Peking’s most prominent institu­
tions of higher learning. Following the Communist takeover in 1949 and the subsequent closure of the 
institution, it was officially reopened in Taiwan in 1963, supported by the Divine Word Missionaries, the 
Jesuits, and the diocesan clergy of Taipei. Today, this private university has an enrollment of approxi­
mately 26,000 students (Vatican News Dec. 5, 2025; www.svdvocations.org/meet-our-missionaries/
archives/history-fu-jen-catholic-university). kf

January 10, 2026:

Taipei Times: Taiwan has world’s lowest birth rate

As reported by the Taipei Times on January 10, Taiwan’s birth rate has fallen to the lowest level in the 
world. With this decline, Taiwan has overtaken South Korea as the country with the lowest birth rate. 
According to data from the Ministry of the Interior, the annual birth rate stands at 4.62 per 1,000 in­
habitants, down from 5.76 in 2024. The total fertility rate – defined as the average number of children a 
woman bears over the course of her lifetime – is expected to drop below 0.8. Ministry data revealed that 
in 2025, only 107,812 babies were born in Taiwan; this represents a decrease of 27,044 babies compared 
to 2024, when there were 134,856 newborns, thus the Taipei Times. Overall, this marks a record low 
since the Ministry began compiling these statistics. The number of newborns has declined for ten con­
secutive years. In 2016, the annual figure still stood at 208,440. The Taipei Times report further notes 
that in December 2025, people aged 65 or older accounted for 20.06 percent of the total population. 
By United Nations criteria, Taiwan has officially become a “super-aged society” – one in which people 
aged 65 or older constitute at least 20 percent of the population. As of the end of December, Taiwan’s 
total population stood at 23,299,132 inhabitants, representing a decline of 101,088 people compared to 
the previous year. Thus, the population has decreased for the second consecutive year, as indicated by 
the data. According to the Taipei Times, Minister of Health and Welfare Shih Chung-liang stated that, 
in response to the rapidly aging population, his ministry has already formulated plans in four key areas 
– health promotion, decentralized care, reform of the benefits system, and integration of technology – 
to adapt medical and care systems to the challenges of a “super-aged society.” kf
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