News Update on Religion and Church in China
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ground Catholic communities to join the official Church. The report can be found at: www.hrw.org/
news/2026/04/15/china-pressure-on-catholics-escalates. kwt

April 25, 2026:

Shanghai Catholic Intelligentsia Association celebrates 40th
anniversary

The association - also known as the Shanghai Catholic Intellectuals Association (SCIA, Shanghai shi
Tianzhujiao zhishifenzi lianyihui F¥#GTTR F A7 THGHZY) - was founded on June 27, 1986,
by the then-Bishop of Shanghai, Dr. Aloysius Lin Luxian, S.J. Catholic laypeople sought to become
more actively involved in social spheres on a voluntary basis. From the outset, the group included
doctors, nurses, teachers, engineers, and others, among them many retirees. Within eight months,
the association already counted 350 members. At that time, one-third of the members came from the
medical field, offering various services in Shanghai parishes, particularly for the elderly. - According
to the website of the Shanghai Diocese, the association currently has 600 members. On May 30, for
instance, the association — in collaboration with the diocesan Guangqi Social Service Center - or-
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May 14, 2026:

Official Catholic bodies in Inner Mongolia propagate the new
“Law on Promoting Ethnic Unity and Progress” in Hohhot

In front of the main entrance to the Catholic cathedral in Hohhot, the Inner Mongolia Catholic Pa-
triotic Association and the Commission for Church Affairs — together with the Hohhot City Catho-
lic Patriotic Association — conducted an awareness-raising campaign regarding state policy on ethnic
groups and the new “Law on Promoting Ethnic Unity” Brochures containing the text of the law and
other informational materials were distributed. According to the report, the cathedral was encouraged
to participate actively in the initiative. The stated goal of the campaign was to ensure that “forging a
sense of community of the Chinese nation permeates all work related to Catholicism” and that the pro-
motion of ethnic policy reaches “parishes, the mass of believers, and everyday life” (www.chinacatholic.
cn May 15). - The state expects religions to actively support its policies. The majority of Catholics in
Inner Mongolia are Han Chinese. There have long been reports that the Mongolian language in Inner
Mongolia is coming under increasing pressure due to ethnic policies — including the policy of Chi-
nese-language kindergartens (cf. RCTC 2021, no. 4, p. 3). kwt

May 28, 2026:

National Catholic governing bodies publish “Code of Conduct for
Catholic Religious Personnel” and regulations regarding the
appointment of parish clergy

Both documents were adopted on December 16, 2025, by the standing committees of the Chinese
Catholic “One Association and One Conference” (i.e., the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association and
the Chinese Catholic Bishops’ Conference), but have only now been posted on the bodies’ joint website.
The “Code of Conduct for Catholic Religious Personnel” (71 [ K = ##HR N 5147 A HE) bears a
distinctly political stamp and aims to counter dual loyalties. This is clearly evident in Article 6: “They
must not be political ‘two-faced people’ who speak one way outwardly but differently behind people’s
backs [...] and who, while appearing submissive, are inwardly defiant or even secretly collude with
foreign forces” The “Measures for the Appointment of Senior Religious Personnel at Catholic Sites for
Religious Acitivities” ("1 [E K FH0% 537 3 EHIPUTIE B J57%) include, among other things,
a limit on the tenure of head parish priests - a rule that has applied since December 2025 to leading
religious personnel at venues of all five recognized religions (cf. RCTC 2026, no. 2, p. 4). The provisions
concerning the safekeeping of travel documents for Catholic religious personnel — adopted at the same
meeting (German translation in China heute 2026, no. 1, pp. 16-18) - still do not appear on the web-
site, though they were previously “leaked” by ChinaAid and Radio Free Asia. It appears that yet another
new document exists: A report in Xinde regarding a training session for religious personnel in the Dio-
cese of Xi'an in late May 2026 mentions the “Notice on Strengthening the Standardized Administration
of Small Groups in Church Congregations” (&1 I3 24 5 P 871N 2H B V6 L ¥ 3@ A1), adopted by
the “One Association and One Conference”” The title is reminiscent of the restrictive “Measures for the
Administration of Group Activities in Chinese Protestant Sites” (German translation in China heute
2026, no. 1, pp. 15-16 (texts of the first two documents mentioned can be found at www.chinacatholic.
cn/ccic/report/2605/0089-1.htm and www.chinacatholic.cn/ccic/report/2605/0088-1.htm; https://
xinde.org June 9). kwt
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Before June 19, 2026:
Catholic community activities for the Dragon Boat Festival

As part of the policy of Sinicization, Catholic and Protestant Christians are encouraged to increasingly
celebrate traditional Chinese festivals - if they have not already been doing so. For the Dragon Boat
Festival (Duanwujie % “f-17), which fell on June 19 in 2026, zongzi 5§~ (sticky rice wrapped in reed
leaves) are traditionally prepared and eaten in China. On June 17, the Catholic parish in the interna-
tional trading city of Yiwu, Zhejiang, hosted a gathering for the Dragon Boat Festival for both Chinese
and foreign believers, themed “The Aroma of zongzi Spreads Warmth — The Lord’s Love Fills All Con-
tinents.” Many Catholics from other Chinese provinces also took part. Father Chang introduced the
Dragon Boat Festival and gave a blessing; everyone sang the Lord’s Prayer. Then, under the guidance
of knowledgeable locals, the group began wrapping zongzi together, which were subsequently eaten.
Afterward, there was celebration and singing; an Indian man spontaneously danced to a song per-
formed by a Colombian man. The atmosphere was described as relaxed, lively, and enthusiastic. This
international celebration is particularly noteworthy because, according to state regulations, Christian
communities for foreigners are generally off-limits to Chinese citizens; yet, a joint cultural activity of
this kind is permitted. — At the Xijianhe parish in the Diocese of Taiyuan, volunteers (predominantly
women) worked together to make zongzi to deliver to elderly people living alone - an initiative the
parish has reportedly carried out for decades. — In Shanghai, five events featuring diverse presentations
of traditional culture took place between June 12 and 18 across the diocese’s five deaneries, under the
guidance of the Ethnic and Religious Affairs Bureau of Shanghai City. Bishop Shen Bin stated that

“The Aroma of zongzi Spreads
Warmth —The Lord’s Love Fills All
Continents”: Under this motto, the
Catholic parish in the trading city
of Yiwu hosted an international
gathering featuring the commu-
nal making of zongzi for the 2026
Dragon Boat Festival.

Photo: https://xinde.org June 22.
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such cultural activities for the Dragon Boat Festival are “a concrete practice for integrating excellent
traditional Chinese culture into the life of faith and advancing the Sinicization of Catholicism in our
country” (https://xinde.org June 17, 22, 23). kwt

Sino-Vatican Relations

April 27, 2026:

Egyptian political scientist: “Chinese Intelligence Bureau 9 monitors
the Vatican using technical and human resources”

Dr. Nadia Helmy provides a rare insight into the operations of Chinese intelligence agencies abroad in
an article for Modern Diplomacy. The author is a professor of political science at Beni Suef University
in Egypt. As she explains, the so-called Bureau 9 (referred to in English as Bureau 9, Ninth Bureau, or
Bureau IX) of the Ministry of State Security is responsible for matters concerning the Catholic Church.
Within China, the bureau monitors the Catholic clergy and exerts influence on individuals and proc-
esses to ensure the implementation of state objectives. Outside China, the bureau recruits personnel to
monitor the Vatican and has been linked to cyberattacks against the Vatican and other Catholic organi-
zations. Bureau 9 - also known as the Anti-Defection and Counter-Surveillance Bureau - protects
Chinese organizations and interests abroad. “It utilizes both technical and human resources to monitor
the Vatican as a foreign force interfering in internal affairs, with a particular focus on severing the con-
nection between Chinese Catholics, Taiwanese Catholics, and the authority of the Pope in the Vatican,”
Helmy concludes. However, as she notes in the same article, the Vatican also possesses diplomatic and
intelligence channels. These date back to a security apparatus established in 1566, whose counter-sur-
veillance unit - founded in 1913 - operates under the name Sodalitium Planum. The primary aim of
the Vatican’s efforts — in which the Order of Malta, with its international contacts, plays a key role -
is to gather information on developments affecting the Church’s interests (https://moderndiplomacy.
eu/2026/04/27/the-role-of-the-bureau-9-of-the-chinese-mss-in-monitoring-vatican-activities-in-
taiwan/). kfr

May 8, 2026:

One year of Pope Leo XIV: Taiwanese journalist on delegation
visits between China and the Vatican, and China’s perspective on
Pope Leo and President Trump

Cheng Chieh-Yi ¥}f41%, a journalist from Taiwan who earned her doctorate at Sapienza University
in Rome, regularly writes from Italy for Taiwanese and other media outlets, covering topics such as
Vatican affairs. Her report published in Jingbao on May 7 contains information that had not previously
been made public and cannot be independently verified in detail; however, in the assessment of the
author of this entry (kwt), the key details should be largely accurate. According to Cheng, a delegation
from Beijing — where the election of an American as Pope on May 8, 2025, had caused deep shock
— visited the Vatican in June 2025 to gauge the character of Leo XIV. — Between June and December
2025, arrangements coordinated between China and the Vatican were implemented regarding several
episcopal appointments in Fuzhou, Zhangjiakou, Xinxiang, and Shanghai, including the establishment
of the new Diocese of Zhangjiakou. — Then, in March 2026, according to Cheng, a Vatican delegation
traveled to Beijing. The delegation was led by Msgr. Mihaita Blaj, who has served as undersecretary of
the Section for Relations with States and International Organizations with the Vatican’s Secretariat of
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State since November 2025. According to Cheng, discussions covered filling the vacant See of Haimen
(vacant since Bishop Shen Bin was transferred to Shanghai in 2023), as well as the appointment of six
additional bishops and the reorganization of dioceses. Cheng writes that the delegation also traveled to
Xi’an, where they met with the bishop and members of the faithful. Cheng further claims that Robert
Prevost traveled to China six times [(!) this high figure is new and unconfirmed] before becoming
Pope and is intimately familiar with the situation of the Church there. According to Cheng, China is
gradually shedding its reservations regarding Pope Leo. She argues that, among other things, President
Trump’s attacks on Leo — and the latter’s unflinching response — made it clear to the Chinese leadership
that the American Pope is not subject to the dictates of the American President (Jingbao $%i¥k [Tai-
wan] May 7, www.mirrordaily.news/story/59001). - Egyptian political scientist Dr. Nadia Helmy even
argued that Beijing is exploiting the tensions between President Trump and Pope Leo for propaganda
purposes, using them to demonstrate that Western values are not monolithic and “that current US
policy is morally isolated, even from the most important Christian institution in the world” (Modern
Diplomacy April 19; regarding Helmy, see the entry from April 27, 2026, in this section). kwt

May 24, 2026:

Pope Leo XIV speaks on the World Day of Prayer for the Church in
China

At the conclusion of the Regina Caeli prayer on Pentecost Sunday in St. Peter’s Square, Pope Leo
said: “Today marks the Day of Prayer for the Church in China, which occurs on the feast day of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Help of Christians. She is venerated with great devotion at the Sheshan Shrine
in Shanghai. Let us join our prayers with those of Chinese Catholics as a sign of our closeness to them
and their communion with the universal Church and with the Successor of Peter. May the interces-
sion of the Queen of Heaven obtain for the community of believers in China the grace of unity and
grant them the strength to bear witness to the Gospel in their daily struggles, so that they may be
seeds of hope and peace. In particular, I pray for the eternal rest of the victims of the accident that
occurred recently in a mine in northern China” (www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/angelus/2026/
documents/20260524-regina-caeli.html). - On May 24, at the Basilica of Sheshan in Shanghai, the Di-
ocese of Shanghai celebrated the Feast of Mary, Help of Christians, and Pentecost with a Mass presided
over by Bishop Shen Bin (https://xinde.org May 26). kwt

Hong Kong

May 31, 2026:

Church in Hong Kong launches systematic pastoral care in
Mandarin for migrants from the mainland

On May 31, the Diocese of Hong Kong launched a systematic pastoral care and evangelization program
for migrants from mainland China. Representatives from sixteen parishes and Church groups attended
the opening Mass, which was led by Cardinal Chow and conducted in Mandarin. Plans are in place
to offer services in Mandarin (putonghua) within this predominantly Cantonese-speaking metropolis.
Since the beginning of the year, Fr. Bruno Lepeu M.E.P. and Fr. Andrew Wang S.V.D. have been leading
a related project designed to cover all key areas of pastoral care for migrants through six committees:
within deaneries, in schools, for youth, in theological training, for evangelization, and for the further
development of pastoral care through research. Particular emphasis is being placed on strengthening
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coordination between parishes and Catholic schools, which serve as a primary point of contact in the
new city for many parents with a migrant background. Parishes are also being encouraged to offer
evangelization activities in putonghua. Some parishes already provide parental counseling, Cantonese
lessons, introductory faith courses, and Church services in Mandarin. As Fr. Lepeu explained to the
Sunday Examiner, Hong Kong parishes can also learn from the newcomers - for instance, the custom
of the congregation gathering socially after Mass. The steady influx of people from the mainland -
whether for study, skilled worker programs, or family reunification - has led to an increasingly visible
presence of Mandarin in daily life in Hong Kong. However, for many Hong Kongers, the Cantonese
language is an expression of their own cultural and political independence; they often speak Mandarin
poorly or are reluctant to use it. Writing in the Sunday Examiner, Fr. Lepeu acknowledges that the ini-
tiative is meeting with some hesitation among local believers, but emphasizes how important it is for
immigrants to be able to open up in their native language. “It does not matter if our putonghua is not
perfect; they will still be touched to see our desire to connect with them,” he said (Sunday Examiner
June 5, 12). kfr

June 1-5, 2026:

Cardinal Chow leads delegation to Sichuan - Sinicization of
religions is a key topic

An eleven-member delegation from the Diocese of Hong Kong visited Sichuan Province from June
1 to 5. In addition to diocesan leaders, the delegation included priests, religious, and Susanna Ching,
President of the Hong Kong Central Council of Catholic Laity. The itinerary included visits to the di-
oceses of Chengdu, Yibin, and Leshan, as well as meetings with two other bishops from the Nanchong
and Xichang dioceses. All participants emphasized that the trip had deepened their understanding of
the local ecclesiastical situation. By the end of the journey, the delegates were particularly impressed
by their visit to the seminary in Sichuan, which they viewed as a living witness to faith and a sign of
hope for the Chinese Church. The topic of the Sinicization of religions also played a role during the
trip. Hong Kong’s Vicar General Peter Choy highlighted the potential of Sinicization for a form of
evangelization that is inculturated and adapted to contemporary society. Father Joseph Liu, the dio-
cese’s deputy procurator, expressed similar sentiments: “We hope the Church can cultivate a spirit of
synodality while integrating with Chinese culture. The Sinicisation of religion can be explored from
various aspects, such as music, religious clothing and architecture, so as to enrich our faith” Lay rep-
resentative Susanna Ching described her impressions of wall displays that juxtaposed biblical passages
with core socialist values. “This was the first time I had seen this, but whether the two can express the
same meaning, and whether our understanding is consistent, remains to be investigated.” (Sunday Ex-
aminer June 11). kfr

June 23, 2026:

Bishops from Hong Kong and Macau on ad limina visit to the
Vatican

Cardinal Stephen Chow Sau-yan and Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Ha Chi-shing from Hong Kong, along
with Bishop Stephen Lee Bun-sang from Macau, held ad limina talks at the Vatican in June. This form
of personal reporting by bishops to the Pope regarding the situation in their dioceses generally takes
place every five years. Against the backdrop of Sino-Vatican relations, the talks took on added signifi-
cance as an expression of the bond between the Catholic Church in China and the universal Church;
given the connections between Hong Kong and mainland China, the visit also provided an opportunity
to discuss the state of the Church in the wider region. The visit coincided with anniversary years for

Religions & Christianity in Today's China, Vol. XVI, 2026, No. 3 22



News Update on Religion and Church in China

both dioceses, which are currently marking eighty years (Hong Kong) and 450 years (Macau) of exist-
ence. Reflecting on this heritage, Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Ha Chi-shing emphasized the importance
of a missionary spirit in order to become bearers of hope for future generations in his diocese. The
number of Christians in Hong Kong has been rising for years, with some of this growth attributed to
migration. While the number of Catholics in the metropolis is growing slowly, the number of Protes-
tants there has tripled in just under twenty years (Vatican News June 23). kfr

Taiwan

April 22, 2026:

Bishops from Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Macau meet in Taipei
- Cardinal Chow (Hong Kong) counters accusations of being
instrumentalized by Beijing

On April 22, Cardinal Stephen Chow and Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Ha from Hong Kong, Bishop
Stephen Lee from Macau, and Bishop Simon Poh from Malaysia (who is of Chinese descent) visited the
Archdiocese of Taipei. After celebrating a joint Mass in the morning, the guests met in the evening with
eight Taiwanese bishops. Archbishop Thomas Chung An-Zu stated that this was the largest gathering
of bishops from the Chinese-speaking world to date. Cardinal Chow from Hong Kong spoke about
the Vatican’s hopes for the meeting. Future gatherings of this kind are intended to take place annually
at rotating locations. Expectations are that exchanges between Chinese bishops will be strengthened,
with the hope that bishops from mainland China might also be able to participate one day (Archdi-
ocese of Taipei YouTube video, April 22: www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-5YIguCgYU; Archdiocese of
Taipei Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/s.ca.tpe/posts/1273278161669513/). — Subsequent-
ly, Cardinal Chow’s trip drew heavy criticism on social media. In response, the bishop in the Sunday
Examiner (Hong Kong) lamented the increasing politicization, explaining that such meetings serve the
purpose of normal exchange and do not constitute instrumentalization by mainland China; unity, he
noted, should not be equated with uniformity (Sunday Examiner June 5). kfr

May 18, 2026:

60 Years of Foguangshan: Delegation from the Chinese Buddhist
Association visits Taiwan for celebrations and exchange

In May, the Foguangshan f#i)%;1li Buddhist monastery marked the 60th anniversary of its founding.
The headquarters of the monastery founded by Hsing Yun (Xingyun 5 2%, 1927-2023) is located near
Kaohsiung, Taiwan. As a representative of Humanistic Buddhism, characterized by its outward-looking
approach and social engagement, Foguangshan maintains a significant presence in Taiwanese society,
and stands as one of the island’s largest social service providers. Branches of the mother temple exist
worldwide, including in Berlin. At the invitation of the United Association of Humanistic Buddhism,
Chunghua (114 N [8] #2005 & . 2Y), five senior monks from the Chinese Buddhist Association
(CBA) - including its president, Yanjue — attended the anniversary celebrations to pay their respects
to Hsing Yun and his life’s work. The delegation from mainland China used the visit to hold further
discussions with key Buddhist figures and organizations in Taiwan, including the United Association
of Humanistic Buddhism, Chunghu, the Buddhist Association of the Republic of China (Taiwan) ({574
o [E i #0<>), the Tzu Chi Foundation (F&¥t #4635 F )l 3£ 4>2%), and a number of other prominent
temples. Topics of discussion included the potential to deepen practical cooperation in areas such as
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Buddhist education, culture, and monastic training, as well as ways to foster exchange between younger
and mid-career monks from both sides (www.chinabuddhism.com.cn May 18). — Regarding Foguang-
shan, see also Esther-Maria Guggenmos’s obituary of Abbot Hsing Yun in China heute 2023, no. 2, pp.
109-111 (in German). kfr
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