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In memoriam 

Frank Joseph Shulman (1943–2026)

Barbara Hoster

Translated by Anna Clart

On May 9, 2026, the American scholar of Asian Studies, librarian, and bibliographer 
Frank Joseph Shulman passed away in College Park, Maryland. Professional circles will 
remember his name above all for his bibliographies of Asian Studies dissertations, such 
as Doctoral Dissertations on China and on Inner Asia, 1976–1990 (1998), and for his long-
standing work on the Bibliography of Asian Studies, to which he and his wife Anna Leon 
Shulman served as long-time editors. He was particularly interested in the history of Ju-
daism in China, as well as in Sino-Israeli relations. 

Shulman was born on September 20, 1943 in Boston. After initial studies in European 
and Jewish history at Harvard University, he turned to Asian history. He earned master’s 
degrees in Far Eastern Studies in 1968 and Library Science in 1969, both at the Univer-
sity of Michigan in Ann Arbor. He had also spent a year studying at the Hebrew Univer
sity of Jerusalem, and later learned Japanese in Tokyo to qualify for admission to a PhD 
program in Japanese history at his alma mater in Ann Arbor. It was over the course of 
these doctoral studies that he discovered his true calling: becoming a bibliographer. 1970 
saw his first publication in this field, Japan and Korea: An Annotated Bibliography of Doc­
toral Dissertations in Western Languages, 1877–1969; many more were to follow, including 
those named above. From 1976 to 2001, he worked as librarian and head of the East Asian 
department of College Park Libraries, at the University of Maryland. From 1997 to 2021, 
he also worked as co-editor of the Bibliography of Asian Studies, an indispensable resource 
for Western research on Asia.

Frank Joseph Shulman’s interest in Judaism in China was connected to his own fam-
ily origins: His parents were the descendants of Jewish immigrants from Lithuania. In 
addition to several bibliographic articles he composed on this subject, including the one 
published in Jonathan Goldstein’s (ed.) The Jews of China, Volume 2: A Sourcebook and Re­
search Guide (2000), he regularly disseminated current related news through a larger email 
distribution list, to which the author of this obituary herself subscribed. His response to 
personal inquiries about specific research questions was consistently prompt and helpful. 
He was happy to adopt bibliographic suggestions on the topic of Jews in China and shared 
these further through the abovenamed distribution list.



54

Frank Joseph Shulman (1943–2026)

Religions & Christianity in Today's China, Vol. XVI, 2026, No. 3 

Shulman had many more publication projects planned for his retirement, including a 
bibliography on dissertations about Korea from 1903 to 2004. A cancer diagnosis denied 
him the chance to complete this reference work, which had already grown to encompass 
multiple volumes at the time of his passing. 
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