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Editorial

Today we would like to present to our readers the first 2013 issue of Religions & Christi-
anity in Today’s China (中国宗教评论). As usual, it includes the regular series of News 
Updates with an insight into recent events and general trends with regard to religions and 
especially Christianity in today’s China.

In his article “῾Walk before you can run.’ The Catholic Church and the Care of China’s 
Elderly” Fr. Joseph Loftus C.M., director of the Non Profit Consultancy BRICKS The Great 
Wall Appeal in Beijing, describes the convergence of demographic changes which have an 
impact particularly on the elderly. The Catholic Church is presenting itself as a provider 
of services to the elderly in this complex environment, however, it so far has not been able 
to sustainably develop the professional personnel necessary to design over time serv ices 
of real quality. Fr. Loftus in his article mentions as a positive exception the example of the 
Vincentian Fraternal Family project with low-cost, effective care of seniors. In his opinion, 
funding priorities for projects in this field by foreign donors should be altered away from 
hardware to software. The Church could thus be helped to shift towards solutions that al-
low it time to develop the competencies to be a significant player in the entire sector. 

Prof. Deng Guosheng, Director of the Center for Innovation and Social Responsibil-
ity of Tsinghua University, Beijing, in his article “The Decline of Foreign Aid and the 
Dilemma of the Chinese Grassroots NGOs,” describes that with the rapid development of 
China’s economy the donations from the Chinese society have increased correspondingly 
and gradually. In spite of this trend, China’s grassroots NGOs are facing a serious funding 
dilemma. The legal predicaments, the monopoly of funds by the government and GONGOs 
(government organized non-governmental organizations), and the sharp decrease of aid 
from INGOs (international non-governmental organizations) are mainly responsible for 
the dilemma. The paper argues that, in the near future, it remains necessary for INGOs to 
continue and increase the aid to Chinese grassroots NGOs, especially in terms of capac-
ity building. – The text is Prof. Deng’s contribution to the symposium “Faith-based social 
services in China today,” conducted by Caritas Germany and Jinde Charities in coopera-
tion with the China-Zentrum, Freiburg/Germany, October 18–19, 2012. We will publish 
further speeches of this symposium in the coming issues of RCTC.

Religions & Christianity in Today’s China is freely available on the website of the China-
Zentrum, www.china-zentrum.de. Additionally, readers who subscribe to Religions & 
Christianity in Today’s China will regularly receive e-mail updates providing web links to 
the contents of each newly published issue.

The China-Zentrum is a non-profit organization. For the publication of Religions 
& Christianity in Today’s China we are dependent on the generosity of our friends and 
readers. In order to help us cover inevitable costs, we would be very grateful if you could 
consider sending in a voluntary contribution.
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